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Note on the itens for discussion

Tentative program for Wrking Goup |

The objectives of the working group are: to exchange practica
experiences of inplenmenting new classification systens; to assist those
countries in transition; to agree actions to inprove harnoni sation; and to
encourage the use of standard classification systens in the devel opment of
busi ness registers. Conclusions will be presented to the plenary session

1. Revi ew of existing work on business registers

. The joint ECE Eurostat work session on business registers (23-24 May
1996) covered: the treatnent of conplex businesses; the use of business
regi sters; and devel opnents in countries in transition to market
econom es. The outcone was proposals for future work on devel oping an
“identity card’” of key register data for each country and on
i nvestigati ng conputing technol ogi es rel evant to business registers.

. Devel opments within the European Union have included: inplenentation of
the Regul ati on on harnoni sati on of business registers; a survey of
busi ness registers in transition countries (the “Panel PECO project);
and investigation of automatic classification coding systerns.
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. The 10th international round table neeting on business survey frames
di scussed wi de-rangi ng i ssues, including the inpact of globalization on
t he business register.

2. Practical issues in setting up and devel opi ng busi ness registers

Use of administrative data, coverage and confidentiality of data are
i mportant issues. Two docunents are available to provide an input to this
topic: the EC Regul ati on on harnoni sati on of business registers; and a paper
on devel opi ng business registers. There will be issues of specific interest to
transition countries, because of rapid changes in their econonies.

3. Statistical units

The UN international standard industrial classification and the Eurostat
NACE (Rev 1) both define statistical units that formthe basis of the business
regi ster and associ ated statistical systens. The EC Regul ation on statistica
units is a key docunent but it does not deal with the treatnment of conplex
busi nesses.

G assifying a unit depends on determning the relative inportance of the
activities that it carries out. Wile val ue added provi des the theoretica
basis for classification, this information is not generally avail able. Were
there are multiple activities within a unit, rules are required for choosing
the nost inportant. O assification of statistical units is often on the basis
of a business description but values of sales of products may al so be
avai |l abl e.

4, Ef fects of changes to classification systemnms

As econom es devel op, classification systens change. Exchange of
experi ences on how such changes have been handl ed on the business registers
may hel p in produci ng guidel i nes.

5. Codi ng busi nesses

St andar di sation of nethods of generating industrial classification codes
on the basis of business descriptions is essential for internationa
conparisons. Self-coding by the business nay not produce consistency. Wet her
clerical staff coding from business descriptions using precise rules,
automatic codi ng systens or conputer assisted clerical coding provide
consi stent high quality codi ng depends on a proper understanding of the
princi pl es of coding.
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6. Sector classification

There is a need to code statistical units to the appropriate public or
private sector grouping. The rules for sector coding and the relationship with
industrial coding need to be consistent. There are al so i ssues surroundi ng
industrial coding of central and | ocal governnent bodi es.



