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1. Qur paper takes a long term perspective noting that regul ar Swedi sh
denographi c statistics date back to 1749. The question nowis: Are we
going to | eave a docunentation of our society that is of as high a quality
as they did 250 years ago? WII it be possible to read all our electronic
docunents in another 250 years? |s our docunentation good enough? Are
our met hods of storage safe enough?

2. A broad picture is given on the devel opnents of the technical
infrastructure within Statistics Sweden from nai nframes to PC networks.
Gven the conplicated nature of the new systemit is easy to understand
that good quality docunentation may be difficult to naintain, conpared to
the rather sinple forms and tabl es that were produced 250 years ago, or
even conpared with the mai nframe production systemof 35 years ago.

3. The new technical platformwll formthe foundation for our new
dat abases of official statistics. However, all official statistics will
not be placed in them but only such as are of wider interest, primarily
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those statistics in general demand by users in different sectors of the
society. These statistics, at least, will definitely be well docunented
and saved for future generations. A nunber of registers (e.g. population,
enterprises) and some “observation registers” frominportant surveys will
al so be part of the databases. An observation register is the final
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edited register with the observations fromthe survey. An inportant
aspect discussed at sonme length in the paper is the docunentati on needed
for these registers.

4. Some background is presented in the UV ECE “Quidelines for the

Model ling of Statistical Data and Metadata”. These guidelines, edited by
Prof. Bo Sundgren of Statistics Sweden, are a result of the UN ECE METI S

project. Prof. Sundgren is also the project |eader for the devel opnent of
t he new Swedi sh dat abases. It is therefore natural for our database

devel opnent to foll ow t hese guidelines.

5. W try to show how a systemati ¢ handling of nmetadata can help to
provi de present and future users of data with the needed background
information. The research type user trying to re-use data from past
surveys has special needs that nmust be catered for. A key issue is having
i nks between different types of metadata.



