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Sumary

The Census of Popul ation and Dwel | i ngs provides the | ongest standing
series of population statistics in New Zeal and and an excel |l ent vehicle for
revi ewi ng the devel opment of ethnic statistics. An examnation of this
devel opnent shows how the nature of the statistics have been shaped by the
changi ng nature of public policy and race relations in New Zeal and. This
paper focuses on the devel opnent of statistics about Maori (the indi genous

peopl e of New Zeal and), and nore recently, statistics for Maori. The driving
force of change in the statistics has been the inperative to reclaim
rel evance as the axes of policy and race relations have shifted. | have used

the termreclaimrather than nmai ntai n because changes to the statistics have
often occurred well after the phenonena they purport to neasure have changed.
This is, of course, a characteristic of official statistics and one to which
the thenme of this session is probably enpathetic. However, it mght be
equal |y argued that failure to maintain rel evancy over tine poses a greater
threat to statistical integrity than failure to nmaintain conparability.
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