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Sunmmar y

1. The political devel opments of the past decade have had their
influence on the territorial foundations of statistics. An exam nation of
t he problens involved with such changes of the basic geographica

condi tions seens desirable.

2. Increasingly, the term“area” is defined by functions and activities.
Expandi ng econom ¢ networks and mobility transgressing borders make the
new spatial concepts up-to-date. Therefore, conventions and agreenents
gain nore and nore inportance in defining the term®“area” and providing
the relevant data structures.

3. O the diverse spatial concepts, the territorial one seens to be best
suited to extensive application. Area as territory is closely linked with
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political aspects, since the relationships between sovereignty and citizen
is deternmined by different forms of institutions as well as by

mani festations of |egal norns, which also contribute to the interna
breakdown i n regions.
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4. Everything gets nore conplicated as soon as functiona

i nt erdependences or functionally defined regions shoul d be exam ned, as
these are not necessarily based on adm nistrative boundaries. They are
tenporal ly variable and, therefore, subject to permanent changes and
redefinitions, or sinply deliberately kept variable. Wth reference to

t hese regi ons, the demands made on regional statistics are not so nmuch of
a descriptive but of a scientific nature

5. The use of institutional statistical units, which is closely
connected with the political admnistrative systemof references, ensures
a mninumof tine consistency with regard to the anal ysed phenonena, and,
at the same tine, guarantees that the subjects to be exanined can be

anal ysed. Conparisons of political and admi nistrative institutiona
reference systens require their adaptation and restriction to actually
observabl e phenonena (“hard facts”).

6. The problens alluded to will best be met with a uni form and
internationally standardi zed system of reqgional statistical conponents

7. This is the very achi evenent of the systemof a European territoria
breakdown (NUTS-nomencl ature des unités territoriales statistiques). By
concentrating on institutional admnistrative territorial units, it has
created an effective basic structure covering areas for regi onal
statistics.

8. The devel opnent of an extensive data base as the foundation of
territorial statistics seens the only way of an ex ante “imruni sation” of
statistics against the territorial changes of states and their regions but
al so agai nst the confederation of individual states.



