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Report submtted by the Departnent of Statistics of Lithuania */

1. M/ country - Lithuania, five years ago restored its independence.
Anong the first problens it faced was regional statistics.

2. During the soviet period inquiries of business entities engaged in
econom c activities were taken frequently (nonthly, quarterly, yearly) and
were based on conpl ete coverage. There were over 8 thousand of these in
1985-90 in Lithuania.

3. Soviet legal acts did not forbid the use of individual data.
Statistical bodies were requested to provide individual statistical
information to Party Conmttees and governnent institutions. Statistical
offices of the soviet republics could, according to the fixed system of
indi cators conpare data on each region (city) in detail and agricultural

and denographic data on the smallest territorial unit - “apylinke”.

*/ Prepared by M. Kestusis Zaborskas, D rector CGeneral.
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4, Neverthel ess, the Statistical office of the Soviet Union, did not

allow certain statistical data on units smaller than the republic to be
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di ssenminated for public use. Such restrictions concerned even aggregated
data on househol d surveys.

5. After the restoration of independence, new | aws permtting private

busi ness activities were passed. Natural persons could get involved into
econonmi c activities and establish businesses for private initiative. The
set up of such units started to grow spontaneously. The nunbers of such

units by the end of 1994 anounted to 119.1 thousand units.

6. By the end of 1993 the Lithuanian Parlianent passed a | aw on
Statistics, which virtually conplies with the EU standards and
confidentiality of individual data became a | aw

7. Al though the law on Statistics contains a clause which all ows
sanctions for non-response, it is clear that the nethod of conplete
enuneration - nmonthly, quarterly or yearly - is practically inpossible due

to the follow ng reasons:

(1) conducting of such surveys is very expensive;
(2) data processing of statistical questionnaires is quite time-

consum ng
8. Currently, sanpling methods are used for nost statistical forns.
9. Application of sanpling methods, using nodern principles of

mat hemati cal statistics enable statisticians over a conparatively short
period to conduct surveys and to receive reliable information on various
phenonena.

10. Speci alists and experts fromthe Institute of Mathenatics and
Cybernetics provide qualified support in adjusting such sanpling nethods.
For the nonent, several specialists are being trained in the USA at the
senm nar organi sed by the Census Bureau

11. Nnonet hel ess, despite this positive trend and the type of nodern
sanpling nethods applied, if these are used to receive informati on on the
scale of the country we will never be able to obtain a conplete view by
region. Unfortunately, the econom c potential of our country is not

all owing us to conduct sanple surveys oriented to get information on -
province - region - apylinke |evel.

12. M/ snall country, having only 3.7 mllion inhabitants, is divided
into 10 provinces (apskritis) containing on the average 3 - 5 smaller
adm nistrative units - the so called regions. The reformof such

adm ni strative subdivision was started in the end of 1995. Regions, in
their turn are subdivided into even smaller units - the so called | oca
of fices (seniunijos).
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13. In order to receive information on, let's say, wages and sal ari es and
popul ati on incore, the sanple framework woul d have to be extended as nuch
as 10 times in surveys such as household or |abour force surveys. It is a
pity, that the current financial situation in Lithuania does not allowto
make such changes. W consider, that this situation will not changes
significantly in the near future. Therefore, we will have to continue to
det ermi ne such social indicators as wages and sal ari es or popul ati on

i ncome once a year at the level of the ten provinces.

14. Speaki ng about regional statistics in general, we should not forget
that quite conprehensive and detailed informati on on denography is
currently avail able for provinces (the biggest admnistrative units) and
regions. W hope, that the 1999 Popul ation Census will enable us to
updat e the Popul ation Register nore fully as the Lithuani an Departnment of
Statistics in responsible for running this Register. On the basis of this
Register it will be possible to present even nore detailed informati on on
the level of provinces - regions - local offices. Unfortunately, this
situation is only within the area of denobgraphic statistics. As | have
al ready nentioned, so far there is no possibility to provide nonthly,
quarterly or yearly statistical information at the | evel of provinces -
regions fromthe data obtained fromthe househol d, |iving conditions and
some ot her surveys.

15. For the nonent the enpl oynent rate, at the province and regi ona
level, is determined on the bases of data received from Labour Exchanges,
which, in fact, is an underestination, as the major part of the popul ation
does not register with the Labour Exchange offi ces.

16. For the tinme being, Lithuania faces a rather conplicated task - to
becone a nenber of the EU. That neans Lithuanian statistics should be

har noni sed according to the EU statistical standards. The priority should
be given to National Accounts, prices, enploynment, bal ance of payments
and, of course, - regional statistics. The delegation fromthe EU has
started its work in Lithuania and the greatest inportance is attached to
regional statistics.

17. W consider, that a partial solution to the probl em concerning
regional statistics mght be a special structural survey of enterprises.
Romani a and Pol and assisted by the | NSEE have al ready achi eved signifi cant
progress in this field.

18. In cl ose cooperation with these countries we study this experience
and hope to start a structural survey of enterprises from 1997.

19. Nevert hel ess, we are aware of the fact that conpilation of Nationa
Accounts by 10 provinces will not be entirely sufficient for the work we
are preparing to enbark on. Therefore, we will look for financia
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possibilities to expand the sanple frane for the social surveys with the
aimto receive information at the |evel of provinces.

20. For the nonent a Farmregi ster is under preparation in Lithuania,
which will neet regional requirenents for agricultural statistics.

Al though the survey of farming activities is conducted using sanpling on
the scale of Lithuania, agricultural output indicators by region are

cal cul ated on the bases of the Farmregister and survey results,
representing the general status in the country. Such method m ght not be
so reliable, but there is no other way for the time being.

21. Recently, changes in the nethodol ogy of calculating price |evels have
been under way, the aimof which has been to represent the 10 provinces.
This is not an easy task. 1In the future we hope to reach nore tangible
results.

22. | hope this seminar will contribute to fornming regional statistics as

it is required by the EU standards.




