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Report submitted by the Austrian Central Statistical Ofice *

Sunmar y

1. Al though our statistical systens are largely based on current
econonic, social and environnental theories and policy needs, there is a
growing interest for the past as well as for the future. Through
denographi c forecasting and its long tradition, statistics are able to
forecast the situation decades ahead as well as to docunent what has been
the historical devel opnent.

2. An increasing nunber of publications with long-termseries will
appear towards the end of the century, offering nore background
information to the occasionally superficial descriptions received from
facts and acting people. Such works depend greatly on the conbi ned
statistical and historical materials which give the possibility to reach
back to different tine periods.

3. The statistical service in Austria has gone through many changes
t hroughout its existence since 1829. The establishnent of an independent
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commi ssion in 1863 lead to the flourishing of statistics inthe late 19th
and early 20th centuries. Hstorical information has never been treated
as a suppl enmentary el enent of Austrian statistics, but has been kept alive
in historically-oriented works such as essays, volunes containing articles
regardi ng the popul ati on and social history, together with articles
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concerni ng the devel opment of popul ati on and social statistics as well as
famly research. A collection of works containing descriptions of the
devel opnent and history of official statistics as well as presenting
inmportant figures in a tinme-series formhas al so been publi shed.

4, The presentation of tinme-series did pose the problemof creating a
thematic limt, meaning only parts of the many facets statistics is able
to portray may be reproduced, elinmnating different facts over a long-term
series. Basically, long-termseries docunment the tasks that had been
designated to statistics in the past. Conpared to the present data, ol der
statistical information requires nore comrents, explanations and

footnotes. Al though many concepts and nonencl at ures have changed, former
historical statistics should be interpreted in context of its period of
origin.

5. Consi dering that today' s data banks and publications rarely reach
back to earlier tines, the specialised libraries of statistical offices
have the responsibility of reconstructing certain dimensions of the past
through its personal research. This can be acconplished with the
cooperation of experts in historical denography, of social history and the
hi story of econony.

6. It is clearly noticed through its history, that statistics reflect
conditions such as civil liberalism denocratisation and bureaucrati sation
as well as the nost recent individualisation of our society. This
integration of the past and the present keeps a connection to everyday-
life and our participationinit.




