NATIONS UNIES OBBENMHEHHBIE HAIIWUU UNITED NATIONS

COMMISSION ECONOMIQUE 3KOHOMHUYECKAA KOMHUCCHA ECONOMIC COMMISSION
POUR L'EUROPE OJIs EBPOIIBI FOR EUROPE
SEMINAIRE CEMUHAP SEMINAR

STATI STI CAL COW SSI ON and
ECONOM C COW SSI ON FOR EURCPE

CES/ SEM 35/ SI / R 5( Sunmary)
27 March 1996

CONFERENCE CF EURCPEAN

STATI STI G ANS Original: ENGISH

Semnar on Oficial Statistics - Past and Future
(Li sbon, Portugal, 25-27 Septenber 1996)

SESSI ON 1: RECONSTRUCTI NG THE PAST
TRANSI TI ON AND THE CONTI NUI TY OF YUGOSLAV STATI STI CS

Report submtted by the Federal Statistical Ofice of Yugoslavia 1

Summar y

Transition of Yugoslav statistics was conditioned by the general
i nperative requesting honogeni sati on of standards and al so by changes in
t he ownership structure of the econony. The area of econonic statistics
was the first to be affected by transition. (In its post-war devel opnent,
thanks to the significant liberalisation of the econony, as well as the
system of managenent, Yugoslav statistics was keeping pace with
i nternational recomendati ons and nodern technol ogy.)

Maj or changes (inplied by recent devel opnent in the country and
beyond it) are linked to: application of the classification of activities
of the European Union (NACE-Rev.1), introduction of the system of nationa
accounts (SNA) and abandonnent of the system of econom c bal ances (MPS)
and, finally, application of survey methods and the existing subsidiary

(adm ni strative) evidence and registers. |In the devel opnent of the
! Prepared by M. Mladin Kova cevi ¢.
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alternative strategy for data collection, conpared to the previous
prevailing practice of full coverage and obligation of enterprises and
institutions to subnit statistical reports to statistics, being of
essential inportance is the evidence obtained fromthe so-called bal ance
sheets (on financial operations), which represents a specific inheritance
from Payment Qperations Service, presently under the conpetence of the
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Central National Bank. This evidence provides the franework with
suppl ementary information that elinmnates the need for doubl e sanpling.

There exi st two possible causes for the interruption of data series
in Yugoslav statistics:

(1)

(2)

Change of the definition of data as a result of changed
standards (nonmencl atures, classifications, accounting
categories, etc.);

Change of the coverage, resulting fromthe altered approach to
data collection or changes in the existing nmethodol ogy of data
coll ection; sone series can be “reconstructed” by the procedure
of recalculation or estimation in the relevant time sections of
the past, while other series where full coverage is replaced by
sanpl i ng cannot be continued at all




