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1. New soci al, economc and political conditions as well as Russia’'s
joining the European Council inpose high requirements for the quality and

depth of long-termstatistics series for the national econony. Under new
condi tions such an information can be essentially hel pful for understanding
and controlling the processes of Russia social -econom c devel oprent .

2. It is supposed to conpile official statistical yearbooks of Russia' s
historical statistics for about three |ast centuries on the basis of the
experience gained in other countries. Such task has been set for the first
tinme and the problens i medi ately have arisen. The nmain problens are as

fol | ows:
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(a) to nmake conpati bl e i ndi cators whi ch have been never determ ned
over such a long-termhistoric periods;

(b) to correct regional indicators for simlar admnistrative regi ons
included in Russian Enpire, the forner USSR and the present
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Russi an Federation; c) if it is possible to correct accumul ated
errors in absolute val ues of statistical indicators.

3. The problemin the field of analysis of previous experience and

Russi a’ s devel opnment forecasts, consists not in (even if it seens strange)
the lack of works on this topic (the list of bibliographical reference books
accounts for nore than 50,000 books and articles on historical statistics and
Russia’ s economc state fromthe beginning of the 18th century to the present
time not considering the papers of narrow branch and regional character) but
in their redundancy. The common di sadvantage consists in the fact that these
wor ks are based on poor factual nunerical material especially for the period
bef ore 1807 and for the last 75 years.

4. In order to solve these problens it is supposed to critically study the
avai | abl e archi ved and published materials as well as to use indirect nethods
of statistical estimation in especially critical cases. These methods i ncl ude
bal ance and nath-statistical nethods as well as international standards and
conpari sons.

5. Presently the previously closed archive materials have becone
avai |l abl e. Consequently the favourable conditions have been forned for
fulfilling such work

6. Only large-scale scientific studies will make it possible to reveal the
trends in the econony devel oprent which do not depend on change of either the
governnent or social and economc structures as well as to show how econom ¢
refornms accelerate or retard the econony devel opnent.

7. The prelimnary work has been carried out at the Institute of
Statistics and Econonmic Research of the RF State Conmittee for Statistics
under the supervision of MR Ei delnman (1991) and GA Colts (1994).



