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SUMMARY
1. The US Census Bureau's mission is to “be the preem nent collector and
provider of tinely, relevant, and quality data about the people and econony of
the United States”. Internet plays an inportant role in the US Census Bureau's

devel opnent strategies for carrying out its mssion. The Internet has already
becone a central part of the Bureau's information dissenination practice.
Using the Internet for data collection began a few years |ater but the Census
Bureau is actively looking for the ways how to nake the best use of Internet
inthis realm

2. The Census Bureau"s Internet site provides highlights of the |atest
censuses and surveys, detailed tables, and links to other data sources. The
provided information is available free of charge to any interested data user.
The Internet dissenmnation is conplenented by other nethods of electronic
di ssem nation: CenStats, a subscription service providing Internet access to
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CD- ROM products and other specialized databases, and the Federal Electronic
Research and Revi ew Extraction Tool (FERRET) to assist data users in accessing
the results of the Population Survey and the Survey of I|nconme and Program
Partici pation.

3. The next generation system of Internet services, the Data Access and
Di ssenination System (DADS), wll provide nore cost effective and w der
di ssem nation, greater and nore tinely data access, and a sinpler user
interface that will include "point and click"” commands and thematic maps. Its
first public release, called the American FactFinder, wll be in the first
quarter of 1999. American FactFinder will be cross-cutting and conprehensive
in scope, and will allow users to formulate queries against nany different
dat abases.

4, In data collection, the Internet provides an opportunity to enhance
public cooperation by providing an additional response node. The El ectronic
Data Collection for Surveys of Businesses enables to reduce the response
burden, while also inmproving data quality, and Census Bureau processing
efficiency. A wide variety of electronic reporting mnodes are used. These
i nclude Conmputer Assisted Telephone Interviewing, Fax, Electronic Data
I nterchange, and a new prom sing technology - Conmputerized Self-Adm nistered
Questionnaires (CSAQ . Census Bureau is also examining the possibilities to
nove to an Internet application of CSAQ The conducted pilot project has given
val uable ideas for further developnent concerning the use of conmercial
software for this purpose, inportance of usability testing, and the required
amount of the assistance and fol |l ow up

5. These findings have caused the Census Bureau to investigate several uses
of the Internet as a response option for conpanies and other organizations.
For these surveys and future econom c and denographic surveys, a substantial
security systemto protect the confidentiality of the data collected via the
I nternet has been devel oped.

6. The Census Bureau is developing a neans for the Electronic Data
Collection for Census 2000. Currently, our plans include allowing any
househol d receiving a short form (about five of every six housing units) to
respond by accessing a specially designed site. On the other hand, sone steps
are needed to limt the ease of response, due to concerns about Kkeeping
i nformati on secure, and matching and "unduplicating" nultiple responses from
t he sane housing unit.



