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REPORT OF THE TVENTY- THI RD SESSI ON

1. The Study G oup on Food and Agricultural Statistics in Europe, convened
jointly by FAO and the Conference of European Statisticians, held its twenty-
third session in Geneva from30 June to 3 July 1997. Representatives
attended from Al bania, Austria, Belgium Canada, Coatia, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Finland, France, CGermany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands,

Pol and, Russian Federation, Sl ovak Republic, Sweden, Sw tzerland, Turkey,

Uni ted Kingdomand United States of America. Representatives of the European
Conmmi ssion (Eurostat) attended. Representatives of Japan and Korea attended
the neeting under Article XI of the Terns of Reference of the UV ECE The

O gani sation for Econom c Co-operation and Devel oprment (OECD) and United

Nati ons Food and Agriculture O ganisation (FAO also took part in the

neeti ng.

2. The mneeting adopted the provisional agenda.

3. M. R Alen (United States) was el ected Chairperson and Ms. E Laczka
(Hungary) Vi ce-Chai rperson.

4. The foll ow ng substantive topics were discussed at the meeting on the
basi s of papers prepared by Austria, Belgium Bulgaria, Canada (3), France,
Italy (2), Lithuania, Ml dova, Netherlands (2), Poland, Romania, Russian
Federati on, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Wkraine (3), United Ki ngdom
United States (2), FAO (2), CECD (3), Eurostat (6) and ECE (2):

(a) O gani zation of workshops to assist transition countries in
establ i shing new agricultural and food statistics;

(b) Revi si on of the Handbook of concepts and definitions used in
international collections of food and agriculture statistics;

CGE. 97-

(c) FAO Programme for the Wrld Census of Agriculture 2000 and
countries' experiences;

(d) Results of reformng agricultural statistics under transition;
new | egi sl ati on on statistics;

(e) New devel opnents in agricultural statistics;

(f) Detai | ed procedures for collecting and processing agricul tural
statistics;
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(9) Statistical issues of agricultural econom cs;

(h) Nati onal practices in classifying different soci o econonic types
of farm ng;

(i) Statistics connected with environnent-related agriculture
probl enms - Sem nar organi zed by Eurostat;

5. Recomrendations for future work are given below. Cher concl usions
whi ch the participants reached at the neeting on each of the above topics are
reproduced in the Annex to this note.

6. The participants took note of the decision of the 1997 session of the
Conference of European Statisticians to convert the ECE FAO Study G oup on
Food and Agricultural Statistics in Europe into an ad-hoc ECE FAO expert
group of food and agricultural statistics.

7. The participants recomrended that a further joint nmeeting on food and
agricultural statistics in Europe be organized in 1998/99 to consider the
fol | owi ng topics:

- Devel oprent and i nprovenent of economc statistics for food and
agriculture

- Met hodol ogi cal applications and recurring nethodol ogi cal issues;
- Mai ntai ning agricultural data collection systens;

- Joint data collection by international organizations and exchange
of data.

The detailed list of itens for each of the topics for future work is given in
the Annex to this note (see para. 36 of the Annex).

ANNEX

QG her concl usi ons reached at the neeting of the Study G oup on Food and
Agricultural Statistics in Europe (Geneva, 30 June - 3 July 1997)

(a) Organi zation of workshops to assist transition countries in
establishing new agricultural and food statistics

1. The representatives of the Eurostat and the Hungarian Statistical
office informed the group about preparations for the joint
Eur ost at / CECDY FAQ ECE Semi nar schedul ed to take place in Budapest from12 to
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14 Novenber 1997. The 5th Sem nar on Agricultural Statistics for Central
European Countries hosted by Central Statistical Cfice of the Republic of
Hungary is aimed at assisting Central European transition countries in

eval uating and establishing new net hodol ogi es for prinary agricultural data
collection programmes to better neet statistical needs in their new econom c
environnent. The semnar will have a Pl enary session and two worKking groups.
The first will deal with basic tools used to provide agricultural statistical
information (agricultural census, farmregi sters, surveys, etc.) and the
second will deal with nmonetary agricultural statistics. 13 Central European
countries and the Russian Federation are expected to attend the Sem nar.
Several participants regretted that there will be no interpretation from
English into Hungarian during the Seminar. It was felt that organizers of

i nternational sem nars and workshops shoul d nake an effort to provide
interpretation into several |anguages in order to ensure wi der participation.

2. The representative of CECD i nformed the partici pants about preparations
for the St. Petersburg (Russian Federation) Sem nar which will be held from
29 June to 3 July 1998. Al 15 A S countries are expected to participate.
Preparations for the semnar are under way, and the agenda is being drafted.

3. Informati on on the conference "Agricultural Statistics 2000" and its
agenda was distributed to participants. The conference will take place from
18-20 March 1998 in Washington D.C. (United States of Anerica). The
conference is sponsored by the International Statistical Institute (1Sl) and
organi sed in cooperation with the National Agricultural Statistics Service of
the U S. Departnent of Agriculture (USDA/ NASS), the FAO and Eurostat.

4. The nenbers of the Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on Agriculture
(IWs AGRI) (FAQ COECD, Eurostat and UV ECE), inforned the group about
progress in joint data collection. A reviewof FAQ CECD and Eurostat data
col lection procedures will be carried out and further plans on coordination
of joint data collection will be el aborated on the basis of these findings.
The Mnutes of the 12th neeting of the Inter-Secretariat Wrking G oup on
Agricultural Statistics were available to participants.

(b) Revi si on of the Handbook of concepts and definitions used in
i nternational collection of food and agricultural statistics

5. The group noted that the ECE secretariat has not received any
amendnent s from nenber countries to the Handbook prepared by the | Wa AGR and
first published in 1995. The meeting agreed to ask the ECE secretariat to
make a rerun of both English and Russian versions of the Handbook and to al so
nmake it available on the ECE Wrld Wde Wb site.

(c) FAO Programme for the Wrld Census of Agriculture 2000

Docunent ation : FAQ United States of Anmerica

6. The FAO inforned the meeting about the supporting activities undertaken
in order to encourage countries to carry out the 2000 Census of Agriculture
during the 1996- 2005 decade. FAO has prepared a series of methodol ogi cal
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publ i cati ons covering definitions, technologies for conducting specific
surveys and enployment in agriculture and is working through a series of
techni cal training programmes assisting countries in their Census
preparations. The results of the 1990 census of agriculture round are now
avai l able on the FAO Wrld Wde Wb site. The difficulty in conparing the
1990 Round of national census results on a world w de scal e was di scussed.

7. The document by National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) of the
United States described the changes in procedures being pl anned for the 1997
Census of Agriculture in the United States. Unlike the previous censuses
carried out by the Bureau of the Census (BOC), the 1997 census wll be
carried out by the NASS. However, NASS will receive BOC cooperation in the
mai | i ng and handl i ng phases.

8. In the ensuing discussion, it was pointed out that definitions of an
agricultural holding as used by countries vary significantly. In the Uited
States an increase in the threshold value from$1,000 to $10, 000, which had
been proposed by BOC, woul d have inplied that about 50 per cent of al
agricultural holdings (and up to 80 per cent in sone states) woul d have been
excluded fromthe Census. It was agreed that setting a high threshol d val ue
would inply a serious loss in the coverage of nmany inportant soci o-econom c
aspects of rural life. Threshold issues in other countries were discussed.

9. The experience of the United States in transferring the responsibility
for the census to a decentralized agency (NASS) was viewed as particularly
rel evant for the European Union nmenber countries. It was pointed out that,

in menber countries, the mnistry of agriculture and/or the nationa
statistical institution mght be responsible for the census of agriculture.
Their coordi nation and cooperation in preparation of the census is very
important for the overall success.

(d) Results of reform ng agricultural statistics under transition

Docunentation : Bulgaria, Wkraine, Russian Federation, Romania and Lithuania

10. Rapi d changes in econom es of countries in transition are particularly
evident in the agricultural sector. Agricultural statistical services in
these countries are facing simlar difficulties in attenpting to adjust to
the constantly changi ng environnment. The |ack of appropriate |egislation,

| arge scale restitution of land to prior owners and a | arge share of infornmnal
econony in the sector were anong conmon probl ens hanpering collection of
agricultural statistics in transition countries. The necessity of inproving
the quality of registers in the period of transition, particularly if much
producti on comes fromagricul tural househol ds, was al so pointed out. It was
mentioned that area surveys may be nore effective in neasuring the
agricultural sector during the period of dynam c changes.

11. The participants noted that agricultural statistical systens al so need
to be reorgani zed in order to capture changes in the agricultural sector. In
the Russian Federation for exanple, the reformin the econony has nade it
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essential for statisticians to take a systematic approach to all changes.
Agricultural statistics will be inproved through changes in the methods used
for data collection, establishnment of a new househol d sanpling networKk,

devel opnent of a nethod for assessing the size of the hidden econony in
farming and in the design of the agricultural census according to FAO
reconmendat i ons.

(e) New devel oprments in agricultural statistics in the ECE nmenber countries

Docunentation : Eurostat (2), ECE secretariat, CECD

12. Eurostat's target mnethodol ogy for the conpilation of statistics on the
vol urme of agricultural |abour has been drafted as a guide to further

har moni zati on of the concepts, nethods and definitions to be used by nenber
countries. The nmain objective for collecting the agricultural |abour input
(ALl) statistics is to help derive Eurostat's EAA incone indicators. The
revision of concepts in EAA will however have a consequence for ALl
statistics, nost notably the coverage of the agricultural branch, the

measur ement of output, the choice of the basic statistical unit and the
definition of incone.

13. The issue of whether to and howto classify forestry, fish-farns,
Christnmas tree produci ng hol dings, etc. was discussed even if the hol dings do
not include agricultural activities. At present, FAO excludes such hol di ngs
but is evaluating this issue. It was felt that the best approach in | abour
force surveys is to look at the overall farmstructure and then work

downwards. It was noted that agriculture is nmore and nore associated with
other activities. The opinion was expressed that forestry should be included
in the surveys although this mght create conceptual problens. It was al so

observed that difficulties to collect |abour data could be overcone by using
sub-sanples with interviews. Another issue discussed was that account should
be taken of "intra-agriculture trade".

14, The neeting agreed that the ECE paper on "New devel opnents in
agricultural statistics in UNECE nenber countries" represents a usefu
source of information and that it should be regularly updated before each
nmeeting of the group. GCountries are asked to review the paper and send their
commrents to the ECE secretariat before the 15 Septenber 1997. ECE
secretariat will then finalize the docunent.

15. The CECD docunent on Statistics in Transition is based on infornmation
presented at the Roundtabl e Expert Meeting on Statistical Needs in
Agriculture in Transition Economes held in June 1996 in Paris. |In response

to a suggestion fromparticipants in that meeting, the infornation on the
devel opnent of statistical laws, the institutional organisation of statistics
and the current agricultural systemin place in eleven transition countries
was made avail abl e through the docunent to a wi der audi ence. The docunent
contains updated information in the formof country statenents and has been
el aborated in cl ose cooperation with each of the countries. The participants
noted the useful ness of the docurment when working with the data from
countries participating in this project and in particular for analytica

pur poses.
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16. Anot her document by Eurostat on Farm Structure and Met hodol ogy of
Communi ty Surveys enphasi zed that structure survey represent the pillar of
the agricultural data collection in the European Union. The |egal basis for
surveys on agricultural hol dings are provided by the appropriate Regul ati ons.
Al elenents of the survey, units, survey periods, organisation of the survey
and production of tabular results are well elaborated. The structure surveys
will be conducted in the established way until 2009. The manner of naking
avail able online (on the Internet) the Eurofarm databanks - a system of
nodul es contai ni ng individual data from nmenber countries - is being studied.
Through sem nars and other forns of technical assistance, Eurostat intends to
assi st Central and Eastern European countries in adopting the structure
survey met hodol ogy and in conducting surveys.

(f) New devel opnents in renote sensing for agricultural statistics

Docunent ati on : Eurostat, Italy

17. The MARS (Monitoring Agriculture by Renote Sensing) programre of the
Eur opean Uni on was introduced as a domnant activity with two nmain actions:
(1) support for activities of nmenber states and (ii) |ive determ nation of
pre-harvest estimates of acreages and potential production of main crops at
the European |evel. Another project, MERA which conbi nes the experience of
MARS and rel ated applications, is going to be inplenmented in 1997 in 11
central European countries. The activities include vegetation condition
nmonitoring and yield forecasting as well as the adapted sanpl e design for
national area frame sanpling and for rapid estination of inter-annual changes
in agricultural land cover at regional |levels. The group reconmrended that
this project be inplemented as soon as possi bl e.

18. The experience so far has shown that surveys based on renote sensing
are still rather costly because of the high costs of data collected by
satellite imagery. At the same tinme, conditions offered by distributors of
renot e sensing technol ogy are not adapted to the needs of statisticians.

Anot her probl em nentioned was that statisticians are usually not in control
of the scientific process of renote sensing application. Therefore,
statisticians have to take part in devel opnent of the technology in order to
put it under their control and ensure that renote sensing has rea
statistical base.

19. It was felt that optimal results, both in terns of quality and
resources involved are obtained if there is sinmultaneous use of renote
sensing and field surveys. It has been shown that the latter usually

requires at least twice as many sanple units as the forner to get conparable
level of results. Experiences of several other countries also confirmthat
costs of renote sensing should be eval uated agai nst costs of results obtained
through traditional survey techniques. There is a nunber of advantages in
using renote sensing in a specific situations, but this technique stil

requi res ground data which are sonetimes costly to collect. The genera

nodel of renote sensing acceptable for all countries still does not exist.
Theref ore, when naki ng deci sion about use of renote sensing for agricultura
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data col l ection, statisticians have to be selective and careful in choosing
the appropriate nodel which will satisfy their particul ar needs.

20. The participants noted the positive and constructive experience of
Italy in remote sensing. The system of organization of work, nethods of
practical utilization of renote sensing data, techniques of their conparison
with alternative statistical data represent practical and theoretica

interest for statisticians. It was suggested that the report about
experience with renote sensing in Italy should be di ssem nated anong the
participants in the neeting. The same was suggested for the state-of-the art
docunent subnitted by France to the 1995 neeting (CES/ AC. 61.40).

(9) Detai |l ed procedures for collecting and processing agricultura
statistics, including new data coll ection nethods CAPI and CATI

Docunentation : ECE secretari at

21. The countries were asked to review the document, supply new i nformation
and return their comments to the ECE secretariat. The docunment will then be
finalized and prepared for the next session of the study group.

(h) Statistical issues of agricultural econom cs

Docunentation : Wkraine, FAQ COECD, Eurostat (2) and ltaly

22. FAO i ntroduced the revised Handbook of the System of Econom c Accounts
for Food and Agriculture (SEAFA) which is entirely based on the 1993 SNA
This manual was witten to include institutional units such as agricultura
establ i shments and agricul tural househol ds as well as agricultural products
(goods and services) in the agricultural accounts. The nanual is avail able
in English, French and Spani sh and thought to be appropriate to all ow data
collection froma |arge nunber of diverse nenber countries. Supplenenta
manual s on forestry and fisheries are being prepared to assist countries in
the incorporation of such data in the formof satellite accounts to the core
econom ¢ accounts. Both Eurostat and CECD are involved in further devel opnent
of econom c accounts for agriculture. The CECD is working to include
informati on on capital stock and net worth neasures into the accounts for
agriculture. Eurostat is prinmarily focused on the income of agricultura
production and forestry and not directly on income of agricultura

househol ds.

23. The manual and results of a study on total inconme of agricultural
househol ds prepared, on a trial basis, by Eurostat rai sed some questions
related to differences anong vari ous manual s by international organizations
and varieties of approaches (mcro-up versus macro-down) in collecting
econonmic data fromthe agricultural sector

24, A though it was nade clear that international organizations coordinate
their work on econom c accounts for agriculture, it was pointed out that each
organi zation has to take into account the specificities of their nmenbers and
their particular availability of data and their data needs. The participants
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general Iy supported the view that further and cl oser cooperation between

i nternational organizations in devel opi ng nanual s for econom c accounts for
agriculture has to be maintained in order to ensure the full conpatibility
between nanuals. It was further suggested that a paper illustrating

di fferences between various manual s be drafted.

25. It was noted that experiences in countries vary with the approaches
used in collection of statistics for EAA  Sone countries make use of farm
surveys and col lect farminconme at the mcro level while others are nore in
favour of the nacro approach and use of incone statistics and other macro
econoni c data

(i) Nat i onal practices in classifying different socio-econom c types of
farm ng

Docunentation : Pol and, Wkraine, Turkey and Croatia

26. Various nethods used for classification of farns by type of activity
and size were presented. The experience varies anmong countries, but it was
felt that the direct application of the Eurostat typology of farnms to non
Eur opean Union countries may show some weaknesses of the system It was
suggested that instead of the concept of the Standard Gross Margin which
reflects price novenents too strongly, other criteria (labour input was
menti oned) may better reflect reality in particular country. To overcone
devi ati on of conversions due to exchange rate fluctuations, it was suggested
that countries shoul d use Purchasi ng Power Parities.

27. More flexible application of farmtypol ogi es may be necessary for
countries that have a | arge nunber of small holdings. It was suggested that
countries can still use Eurostat typol ogy, but may need to use the

classification by farnms types and size in a manner which will reflect their
particular situation in the agricultural sector. Stability in stratifying
farm cl asses shoul d be maintai ned over the years of observation and only
changed in longer intervals (5 to 10 years) to provide for conparability of
results and neani ngful time series.

(j) Sem nar on statistics connected with environnment-related agricultura
probl ens

Docunentation : Papers by Austria (2), Canada (2), France, Netherlands (2),
Bel gium Switzerland, United Kingdom United States, Eurostat, CECD, Japan

28. M. Terence McRae (Canada) was el ected chairman of the semnar. The
provi si onal agenda of the sem nar was adopt ed.

29. The work underway in various countries on agri-environmental indicators
depends not only on scientific understanding of the nature and functioning of
agroecosystens, but also on the availability of sound agriculture statistics.
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30. The wealth of data currently on agriculture has nade it possible to
ook in depth at sone aspects of agriculture and environnent. Areas
reasonably well covered include crop and |ivestock production and

di stribution. However the inpacts of other sectors, perhaps |ess well
covered statistically, should not be ignored.

31. On nutrient bal ances, work is well in hand, but it is inportant to be
abl e to make a good estimati on of the anount of grass consunmed by |ivestock
as grassland represents a | arge percentage of the nitrogen uptake by crops.

32. For pesticides, it is not possible to construct a single synthetic
i ndi cator which brings together all the risk factors associated with
pesticide use. Therefore, work should look at the risks to the different
envi ronnental conpartments, starting with the risk to water.

33. The proposals for biodiversity indicators were interesting and the
extent to which they can be cal cul ated fromexisting data could be further
explored. Qher, non-agricultural, data is needed, especially on |and
use/ cover.

34. More conprehensi ve and detailed i nformati on on agroecosystens is
requi red to support agri-environnental analysis and deci sion making. The
sem nar identified and discussed the following priority areas:

- Far m managenent practices : a cl ear nmessage energed on the need for
data on farm nmanagenent practices, as this is an inportant factor
i nf I uenci ng envi ronnment al perf ormance;

- Land use, and in particular clarification of definitions of
agricultural |and

- Li vest ock feed bal ances;

- Cropping patterns/rotation

- G assl and.

35. Informati on collected via incentive schemes could be better utilized.
It was al so suggests that some sinple questions could be added to the
agricultural census of 2000.
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(k) Fut ure work

36. The neeting' s suggestions on future work are given in para. 6 and 7 of
the body of this report. The follow ng i ssues were proposed to be di scussed
at greater detail in the future:

(i) Devel oprment and i nprovenent of economc statistics for food and
agriculture (macro |evel: devel opnents in the area of economc
accounts for agriculture versus nmicro level - total incone of

agricultural households and to what extent they are dependent on
agricultural activities; howto integrate econom c aspects of
agriculture with other econonic activities of households farm
pl us non-farmincone; food statistics including foreign trade;
statistics on quality of food production and rnet hods of
production; type of agricultural statistics needed in the next
10 years - fromthe point of view of National Statistica
Ofices, Mnistries of Agriculture and other major users of
agricultural statistics; the adaptati on of potential new nmenber
countries to the EU system

(ii) Met hodol ogy applications and re-occurring methodol ogi cal issues
(threshol ds and coverage inplication of agricultural surveys and
censuses; classification of farns and househol ds; registers of
agricul tural holdings and structural surveys);

(iii) Mintaining agricultural data collection system (decentralized
versus centralized systemof data collection; parallel
responsibilities of international and national statistica
offices and mnistries of agriculture, their cooperation and
probl ens; special surveys on aninal and crop production; the use
of new technol ogi es for data collection, e.g. renote sensing
net hods of collection of statistics under budgetary constraints
- the sane quality for |less costs);

(iv) Joint data collection by international organizations and
exchange of data(conparability across countries and between
organi zations - definitions and cl assifications used; new
i nformati on technol ogies, e.g. Internet, and opportunities
created for data storage, exchange and di ssem nation).

37. In discussing this agenda itemthe neeting wel coned the cl ose
cooperation between ECE, Eurostat, FAO and OECD and considered it as a
prerequisite for the success of future work in this area. The participants
al so agreed that a biennial frequency of neetings provides a very good
opportunity for exchange of informati on on new devel opnents and research in
agricultural statistics.

(1) O her busi ness
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38. The World Wde Wb site of the IWa AGR was denonstr at ed.

39. The neeting adopted its report.




