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The United Kingdom has agreed to take the | ead on the devel opnent of
nutrient nmanagenment indicators within the CECD work programre on
environnental indicators for agriculture. Nutrient managenent forns part of
the category "farm nanagenent", the other aspects being pest, soil,
irrigation and whol e farm managemnent .

It is unlikely that a single indicator will be able to capture the
different effects of nutrient managerment as well as the different
inplications for different countries. Many individual farmand field | eve
decisions by the farmer influence nutrient |oss. Further, these decisions
are often specific to the individual nutrient. Moreover, there are w de
national differences in the inportance attached to nutrient loss and in
resul ting national policies.

The United Kingdom concludes that it may not be realistic or
appropriate to expect CECD countries with widely differing environnmenta
concerns to adopt exactly the same set of nutrient nmanagenent indicators.
Therefore, the United Ki ngdom proposes a range of indicators from which
countries could select according to their own conditions and circunstances.
The proposed indicators are:

- The proportion of agricultural |and which is regularly sanpled
and anal ysed for phosphorus content.

- Use of a nutrient managerent plan on the farm

- Area of agricultural land in Covernment and other |and nmanagenent
schenes which require less than normal |y recommended nutrient
i nput s.

- Timng of slurry application or nonths of avail abl e storage on
the farm

- Types of machinery or techniques used to apply rmanure and slurry
to Iand which reduce polluting enissions.

Few data are avail abl e across CECD countries to cal cul ate these
i ndi cators. However, increasingly, the inportance of nanagenent practices is
bei ng recogni sed in the devel oprent of national and international policies to
control nutrient |osses. These policies will require reliable tinme series
data to enable themto be nonitored and eval uated effectively.



