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ECONOM C COW SSI ON FCR EURCPE FOOD AND AGR QLTURE CRGAN ZATI ON

O THE UNI TED NATI ONS
CONFERENCE OF EURCPEAN
STATI STI A ANS

Study G oup on Food and Agricultura
Statistics in Europe
(Geneva, 30 June - 3 July 1997)

PROVI SI ONAL AGCENDA FOR THE TWENTY- TH RD SESSI ON
to be held at the Palais des Nations, Ceneva,
starting on 30 June 1997 at 10 a.m

1. Adoption of the agenda

2. El ection of officers

3. QO gani zation of workshops to assist transition countries in establishing
new agricul tural and food statistics

4. Revi si on of the Handbook of concepts and definitions used ininternationa
col lections of food and agriculture statistics

5. FAO Programme for the Wrld Census of Agriculture 2000 and countries’
experi ences

6. Results of reformng agricultural statistics under transition; new
| egislation on statistics;

7. New devel opnments in agricultural statistics in the ECE nenber countries

8. New devel oprments in renmote sensing

9. Detai | ed procedures for col |l ecting and processing agricultural statistics,

includin? new data collection nethods CAPI and CATI (conputer assisted
per sonal /'t el ephone intervi ew)

10. Statistical issues of agricultural economcs (mcro aspects - bookkeeping;
macr oaspects - results of work on the Handbook for EAA; problens of the
hi dden econony in agriculture)

11. National practices in classifying different socio-economc types of
farm ng
12. Statistics connected with environment-related agricul ture problens.

Sem nar organi zed by Eurostat
13. Fut ure work
14. Q her busi ness

15. Adoption of the report

Note: The nmeeting, originally planned for 30 June-4 July 1997, has been
reschedul ed to take place from30 June to 3 July 1997.
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Not es on substantive itens of the agenda

The twenty-third session of the Study Goup on Food and Agricultural
Statistics in Europe i s convened jointly by FAO and ECE pursuant to the deci sion
of the Conference of European Statisticians taken at its forty-fourth plenary
session, in June 1996 (see report of the session ECE CES/50 and
CES/ 1996/ R 30/ Add. 3)

It is suggested that priority be given to agenda itens 4, 6, 7, 9, 10 and
12 (indicated in bold below). Itens 1-11 and 13-14 will be dealt with on 30 June
and 1 July 1997, while item12 will be treated in a Senminar to be organi zed on
2 July and 3 July until 4 p.m Item 15, Adoption of the report, is schedul ed
for 3 July between 4:30 and 5:30 p. m

Item 3: O ganization of workshops to assist transition countries in
establishing new agricultural and food statistics

Informati onwi || be provi ded about two joi nt Eurostat/CECH FAQ ECE Sem nar s
on agricultural statistics for transition countries which will tentatively take
pl ace in Budapest, Hungary in Novenber 1997 and in St. Petersburg, Russian
Federation in May/June 1998.

Item 4: Revi sion of the Handbook of concepts and definitions used in
International collections of food and agriculture statistics

The Handbook, which was prepared by the Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on
Food and Agricultural Statistics (IWsAGR), describes the practices and
recommendati ons of four international organizations (UVECE Eurostat, FAO and
CECD) in agricultural data collection. The Handbook was published in 1995.
Based on comrent s and armendrent s suggest ed by countries, the ECE secretariat wll
present a paper giving recent updates to the Handbook (FAQ ECE ESS(97) 37,
CES/ AC. 61/ 59) .

Item5: FAO Programme for the Wrld GCensus of Agriculture 2000 and
countries’ experiences

FAO will present a paper summarizing the devel opment of the Programme
(FAQ ECE: ESS(97) 38, CES/ AC.61/60). The Study G oup may w sh to di scuss probl ens
related to the I nplenmentation of the Progranme.

Item 6: Results of reform ng agricultural statistics under transition; new
legislation on statistics

Docunents fromthe fol |l owing countries will be submtted for consideration
by the Study Goup: Bulgaria (FAQECE ESS(97)39; CES/AC 61/61), Wkraine
(FAQ ECE: ESS(97) 40; CES/AC.61/62), Russian Federation (FAQ ECE ESS(97)41;
CES/ AC. 61/ 63) and Ronmani a (FAQ ECE: ESS(97) 54; CES/ AC. 61/ 76).

Item 7: New devel opnents in agricultural statistics in the ECE nenber
countries

Devel opnents in agricultural statistics in the ECE menber countries were
presented at the twenty-second session of the Study G oup i n docunent FAQ ECE: ESS
(95)-21; CES/AC. 61/43. In viewof the changes in agricultural statistics which
have taken place since the last session of the Study Goup, updates and
amendnents to this docunent are c];i ven in secretariat paper FAQ ECE ESS (97)43;
CES/ AC. 61/65. The Study Goup will al so have before it a paper submtted by the
Russi an Federation (FAQ ECE: ESS(97) 42; CES/ AC. 61/ 64).
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CECD wi Il present a Paper entitled Statistics in transition: an overview
of the current agricultural statistical systens in 11 transition econom es and
of developnents in statistical laws and institutional or gani sati on
(FAQ ECE: ESS(97)53; CES/AC.61/75). The Study Goup will also have before it two
papers prepared by Eurostat entitled Mthodol ogy for statistics on the vol unme
of agricultural |abour input (FAQ ECE ESS. (97)59; CES/AC 61/81) and Statistics
on the structure of agriculture holdings (FAQ ECE ESS: (97) 60; CES/ AC. 61/82).

Item 8: New devel oprrents in renbte sensing

Eurostat will present a paper on renote sensing (FAQ ECE ESS:(97)56;
CES/AC. 61/78). Countries and organi zations are invited to submt papers and/or
nake oral statenents on this topic for the consideration of the Study G oup.

Item 9: Detail ed procedures for collecting and processing agricultural
statistics, I1ncluding new data collection nmethods CAPI and CATI
(conput er assisted personal/tel ephone 1 nterview

Under this itemthe ECE and FAO secretariats will present the results of
a questionnaire survey for consideration by the twenty-third session of the Study
QG oup (FAQ ECE: ESS(97) 44; CES/ AC. 61/ 66) .

Item 10: Statistical issues of agricultural econonics (nmcro aspects -
bookkeepl ng; nmacroaspects - results of work on t he Handbook tor EAA;
probl ens of the hidden economy I n agriculture)

The Study Goup will have before it papers by Wkrai ne on statistics rel ated
to farm nanagerment practices (FAQ ECE ESS(97)45; CES/ AC. 61/67), by Ml dova on
statistical issues of agricultural econom es (FAQ ECE: ESS(97)46; CES/ AC. 61/ 68)
and by Canada on Canadi an farmnmanagenent practices, based on the Canadian farm
i nput managemnent survey (FAQ ECE ESS( 97? 47, CES/AC.61/69). Italy will present
a paper entitled Incones of agricultural households in Italy and new SEC - ten
years' experiences (FAQ ECE: ESS(97)55; CES/ AC. 61/77).

FAOwi || present a paper on its work in the area of agricultural econonics
(FAQ ECE: ESS(97) 48; CES/ AC. 61/ 70). A paper entitled Future devel opnent of
econom ¢ accounts statistics: directions and issues 1FAO’ ECE: ESS(97) 49;
CES/ AC. 61/71) will be presented by CECD. The Study Group will also have before
it the followi ng three papers prepared by Eurostat: Revision of the Manual on
the Economic Accounts of Agriculture and Forestry (FAQ ECE ESS(97)50;
CES/AC.61/72), Income statistics for the agricultural household sector
(FAQ ECE: ESS(97)57; CES/ AC. 61/79), and Econonic aspects of nilk production in
the EU (FAQ ECE: ESS(97)58; CES/ AC. 61/ 80).

[tem 11: National practices in classifying different soci o-econom c types of
farm ng

Under this itemTurkey will present a paper entitled A assification of the
Turki sh agricultural hol dings according to their type of farnming and economc
size (FAQ ECE ESS(97)51; CES/ AC 61/73). Anot her paper, entitled National
practices in classifying different socio-economc types of farmng
(FAQ ECE: ESS(97)52; CES/AC. 61/74), will be presented by Wkraine.

Item 12: Statistics connected with environnment-rel ated agriculture probl ens.
Sem nar organl zed by Eurost at

The Seninar, which will take place on 2 and 3 July 1997, should focus on
defining and measuring agri-environnental indicators. The follow ng have been
identified by CECD as priority categories:
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I Nutrition bal ances (such as chemical fertilizers and manure);

I Pesticide use and classification (the environmental risks of
pesticide use on water, soil, wildlife and human heal t h);

[ Land use and conservation (the effect of changes, such as the
conversion of wetlands for use as farmand and the role of
agriculture in reducing | andslides, erosion and fl ooding);

IV Landscape (for instance, neasuring changes in agricultural
| andscapes through, for exanple, establishing an inventory of
physi cal features);

\ Agricultural biodiversity (breeds of aninals, cultivars);

Vi Wldlife biodiversity and habitats (as influenced by agriculture);

VI Soil quality and erosion;

VIII Water quality (the inpact on surface and groundwater quali tty);

I X Water use (water bal ances, assessment of the efficiency of water

use);

X G eenhouse gases (the contribution of agriculture, net bal ances of
such gases expressed in CQO);

X Farm managenent practices (nutrient nanagenent, pest managenent,
soil protection, irrigation, organic farmng etc.);

X | Farm financial resources (the environnental inpact of varying and

different sources of financial resources for farns, e.g. for
facilitating Pu_rchase of new technol ogi es); and
X1l Socio-cultural issues (inpacts on rural commnities).

Countries and organi zations are invited to submt papers on any of the
above- nent i oned topics, although they ma?!l W sh to give priority to topics I-X.
Papers to be presented at the Semi nar should be sent to Eurostat, Drectorate
F: Agriculture, Fisheries and Environnment Statistics, Environnent Statistics
Unit, Batinent Jean Monnet, L-2920 Luxenbourg, tel ephone +352 - 4301 37292, fax
+352 - 4301 37316 and e-nail: rosemrary. mont gomery@ur ost at . cec. be.

ltem 13: Fut ure work
Participants will be asked to rmake proposal s for future joint FAQ ECE wor k

inagricultural statistics. The secretariat will submt proposals on the basis
of country suggestions and of the discussions as the neeting proceeds.

Item 14: O her busi ness

The Study Goup wll be informed about the preparation of lists of
docunents presented in the past several years to ECE meetings on agricul tural
statistics, to be available on Internet.

The Study Goup wll also be informed by a representative of the
Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on Forestry Statistics about the possibility of
drafting a Handbook on forestry statistics simlar to that on agricultural
stati stics.

Item 15: Adoption of the report

The Study Goup will adopt the report of its twenty-third session between
4:30 and 5:30 p.m on 3 July 1997.



