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REPORT OF THE TWENTY- SECOND SESSI ON

1. The Study G oup on Food and Agricultural Statistics in Europe, convened
jointly by FAO and the Conference of European Statisticians held its twenty-
second session in Geneva from3 to 6 July 1995. Representatives attended
fromAustria, Czech Republic, Dennark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary,
Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Russian Federation, Sl oveni a,
Sweden, Switzerland, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey,
WKraine, United Kingdom UWnited States of Anerica. Representatives of the
Statistical Ofice of the European Community (Eurostat) and the O ganisation
for Econom c Co-operation and Devel opment al so took part in the meeting.

2. The meeting adopted the provisional agenda with some changes in the
order of consideration of the iterms.

3. M. K Hulsager (Denmark) was elected Chairnman and Ms. |. O eSnik
(Sl oveni a) Vi ce-Chairperson.

4, The follow ng substantive topics were discussed at the meeting on the
basi s of papers prepared by Al bania, Austria, Estonia, Italy, Kyrgyzstan,
Mol dova, Netherlands, Pol and, Russian Federation, Sweden, Turkey, Wkraine,
United States, FAO and ECE

a) Handbook of concepts and definitions used in international
col l ections of food and agriculture statistics;

b) Contribution to the next revision of FAO recomrendations for
agricultural censuses;

c) Statistical description of the transition process in the
agricultural sector;

d) Confidentiality problens in agricultural statistics from
conceptual and practical points of view,

e) Quality control of agricultural statistics;

f) Probl ens of thresholds in agricultural statistics;

0) Renote sensing in agricultural statistics;

h) Statistical issues of agricultural econonics;

i) Econoni ¢ accounts for agricul ture.
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5. Recommendations for future work are given below Qher conclusions
whi ch the participants reached at the nmeeting on each of the above topics are
reproduced in the Annex to this note.

6. The description of the programme el ement "Agricultural statistics" from
the integrated presentation of programres of international statistical work
in the ECE region, 1995/96 and 1996/ 97, approved by the Conference of

European Statisticians at its forty-third plenary session (Geneva, 12-15 June
1995) was made available to participants. The follow ng topics were pointed
out as of interest for inclusion in the agenda of the twenty-third session of
the Study Goup planned for July 1997 in Ceneva:

- FAO Programme for the Wrld Census of Agriculture 2000 and
countries' experiences;

- revi sed Handbook of concepts and definitions;

- results of reformng agricultural statistics under transition
new | egi sl ation on statistics;

- new devel oprments in agricultural statistics in the UN ECE nenber
countries (update of docunent FAQ ECE ESS(95)-21; CES/ AC 61/43);

- new devel opnents in renote sensing;

- detail ed procedures for collecting and processing agricultura
statistics, including new data col |l ection methods CAPI (conputer-
assi sted personal interview and CATlI (conputer-assisted
t el ephone interview;

- statistical issues of agricultural economcs (mcro aspects -
bookkeepi ng; macro aspects - results of work on the Handbook for
EAA; problenms of the hidden econony in agriculture);

- national practices in classifying different socio-econonic types

of farm ng;
- statistics connected with environnent-rel ated agriculture
probl ens.
7. The neeting recommended adding to the "activities of ECE' of sub-
programme 3 of the integrated presentation of programmes of internationa
statistical work in the ECE region the follow ng: "Twenty-third session of

the Joint FAQ ECE Study Goup on Food and Agricultural Statistics in Europe
in 1997/98" to consider the subjects referred to in para. 6. The meeting
recomrended not to convene the Sem nar on environnent-rel ated agriculture
statistics envisaged for July 1996, but to consider questions of statistics
connected with environnent-related agriculture problens at its next session
in 1997 (see para. 30 of the Annex).
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ANNEX
Q her concl usions reached at the nmeeting of the Study G oup on Food and
Agricultural Statistics in Europe (CGeneva, 3-6 July 1995)
a) Handbook of concepts and definitions used in international collections

of food and agriculture statistics

Docunent ati on: Handbook.

1. The Study G oup wel comed the publication of the Handbook of concepts
and definitions prepared by the Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on Food and
Agricultural Statistics (IWGAGR). It was regarded as a useful reference
docunent on international concepts, definitions and rules for both
traditional market and transition economies. |t was suggested that the
Handbook shoul d be continuously updated in view of future devel oprents in
agricultural statistics nethodology in the four international organisations
concerned. In addition to links with foreign trade classifications, the FAO
commodity list could also be usefully linked with such classifications as
PRODCOM and CPC. Al t hough the Handbook does not cover agricultural prices
and typol ogy of agricultural holdings, it could benefit fromi ncluding
references to nethodol ogi cal documents existing in these fields. Mre
generally, it was suggested that a |ist of documents prepared in the past
several years for neetings on agricultural statistics at ECE, Eurostat, FAO
and CECD be prepared by the W3 AGR and put on INTERNET to facilitate the
access to and exchange of information.

2. The ECE secretariat was asked to approach countries for witten
comments on the Handbook and for proposals on howto inprove it. Depending
on the replies obtained and on the resources that the IWa ACRI will be able
to have access to this purpose, an updated and revi sed version of the
Handbook coul d be prepared for the next neeting of the Study Group in 1997.
The Study Group asked the ECE secretariat to accelerate the translation of
t he Handbook into Russian.

3. The Study Group encouraged the secretariats of the four international
organi sations to look into the possibility of drafting a sinilar handbook on
forestry statistics drawing on the existing international practices in this
area. The Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on Forestry Statistics was asked to
report to the next nmeeting of the Study G oup on any devel oprments whi ch m ght
take place in this regard.

b) Contribution to the next revision of FAO reconmendations for
agricultural censuses

Docunent ation: Paper by FAQ

4, Attention was drawn to a nunber of changes in the Progranmme for the
Wirl d Census of Agriculture 2000 (WCA 2000) as conpared with previous FAO
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recommendati ons. They include inprovenents in the presentation and structure
of the docunent, reflection of recent devel opnments in the infornation
technology (e.g. GPS, AS, use of satellite inmagery), the need to cover
adequately the role of wonmen in agricultural activities and to collect some
basic data on the relations between agriculture and environnent. Basic
concepts, definitions and classifications have | argely remai ned unchanged in
the new Programme to ensure conparability with previous censuses.

5. It is expected that the Programme in English, French and Spani sh woul d
be published by the end of 1995. The preparation of regional (e.g. for
Africa) and topical (e.g. on enploynent in agriculture, on collection of data
on the link between agriculture and aquacul ture) supplenents as well as a new
rel ease of the technical publication "Taking agricultural censuses" are al so
envi saged by FAO The ECE secretriat and | Wa AGR were asked to arrange for
translation of the Programme into Russian

6. The Study G oup was generally in favour of collecting some agriculture-
related environmental information in the franework of the census. In
countries with devel oped statistical systens environnental data coul d be
better obtained by special sanple surveys. In those countries where no such
data are available fromother sources, environment-related questions coul d be
included in the agricultural census questionnaire.

7. The adequate reflection of the role of wormen in agriculture in the
census was regarded as an inportant issue. Social and denographic statistics
and |inking agricultural census data with popul ation files were mentioned as
additional and particularly useful sources for this purpose.

8. The Study Group agreed that the Programre for WCA 2000 provides a good
framework for obtaining internationally conmparable agricultural statistics.
General recomrendations of the Programme should be regarded in the |ight of
specific national conditions, the use of existing data sources and resource
constraints.

c) Statistical description of the transition process in the agricultura
sector

Docunentation: Papers by Al bania, Estonia, Kyrgyzstan, Ml dova, Russian
Federation, Turkey, kraine and ECE secretariat.

9. Econoni ¢ changes at the level of the econony as a whole and in the
agricultural sector in transition countries have created the need for
transformng agricultural statistics and making them nore suitable for policy
maki ng purposes. The systemof the central planning and centralized supply
of goods was disnantled, prices and foreign trade were liberalized, the
financial systemwas reforned, and new rmarket structures and narket channel s
for flows of goods have energed. The privatization process in agriculture
and the break-up of big state and collective farnms have led to a significant
increase in the nunber of units of different property types engaged in
agricultural production. This triggered the necessity of noving from
previously existing exhaustive observation techni ques to sanpl e surveys.
However, many transition countries will continue to rely on conpl ete coverage
net hods to collect statistics fromat |east big agricultural enterprises.
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10. Many transition countries are planning to take an agricultural census
and to set up (or update) an agricultural register, thus creating a basis for
sanpl e surveys. It was argued that the availability of an agricultura

register is helpful in preparing and carrying out sanpl e surveys, however the
cost related to setting up and maintaining a register should be carefully

considered. In sonme transition countries the already existing agricultural
registers, containing a wealth of information on units, are also used for
various types of analysis. It was regarded as advantageous to have |inks

between the agricultural and general business register. This offers better
opportunities for anal ysing agriculture as one of the branches of the
econony. The creation and mai ntenance of a statistical register can
significantly benefit fromthe use of data in existing adm nistrative
registers. However, data froma statistical register should not nornmally be
used for any adninistrative purposes.

11. It was pointed out that the existence of an agricultural register is
not a precondition for taking sanple suveys. Area frane survey techni ques
allow representative surveys to be carried out at relatively | ow cost without
relying on the register. These techniques were al so thought to be effective
for data collection under rapid property and structural changes in the
agricultural sector. Register (list) - based surveys and area frane surveys
are both useful, depending on the purpose. e country's experience showed
that area frame surveys could be better for major agricultural crops, while
regi ster-based surveys could be better for livestock and special crops.

12. The experience of Austria in dealing with the content, purpose, use and
probl ens associated with maintaining the register of agricultural and
forestry hol di ngs was expl ai ned.

13. Assi stance frominternational organizations and bilateral assistance
programmes were regarded by transition countries as an inportant contribution
to devel opnment of national agricultural statistics systens and their

har noni zati on with international standards.

14. The Study Goup found the secretariat's summary paper, on devel opnents
in agricultural statistics collection systens in UNECE nmenber countries,
useful and very infornmative. The secretariat was asked to update and anend
this document, in view of changes in the forthcom ng two years, for the next
session of the G oup.

d) Confidentiality problens in agricultural statistics fromconceptual and
practical points of view

Docunentation: Paper by United States.

15. Procedures which ensure the confidentiality of individual agricultura
data sets in traditional market econonies are based on the principle which
precludes the possibility of calculating individual units' output from
publicly accessible data. GCenerally, the m ni numnunber of units in any
groupi ng should not be less than three. |In addition, output of one or
several units in any groupi ng shoul d not exceed a certain percentage. For
exanple, in the United States the output of the biggest unit shoul d not
exceed 60 per cent of the total output in any product. In France, the
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conbi ned out put of the three biggest units shoul d not exceed 80 per cent of
the total output. In sectors with a linited nunber of dom nating producers
t he m ni mum nunber of units nay be increased to five and nore. In sone

countries nanes and addresses of agricultural producers are protected from
di scl osure, in other countries these can be provided to conpani es and
i ndi vidual s for paynent.

16. Ad-hoc anal ytical data are provided by sone national statistica

of fices on requests for a fee. The final users do not have access to basic
data; the requests are processed by statisticians who ensure the application
of the confidentiality rules. To satisfy potential needs in anal ytical data,
sonme statistical offices prepare standard tables at national and various
regional |evels which are open to the general public.

17. Confidentiality rules in Eurostat are established by the Counci l

Regul ation on Confidentiality. The Regul ation allows transfer of

confidential data fromcountries to Eurostat. FEurostat's Eurofarm database
consi sts of two data sets. (ne contains anonynous i ndividual data accessible
by Eurostat statisticians only, the other containing standard tables wth
quantitative data is open to public.

18. Gowing attention is paid to confidentiality issues in transition
econom es, although the problemof confidentiality often has a different
connotation. In some of theminformation fromregisters, which is not

consi dered commercially confidential, is open to public use; other

i nfornmati on can be made available to the public only in an aggregated form
There nmay al so be a gap between the energing | egal basis and current practice
with regard to ensuring data confidentiality.

e) Quality control of agricultural statistics

Docunentation: Papers by Italy and Sweden.

19. The neeting stressed the inportance of ensuring high quality in
agricultural statistics. Quality control procedures aimat obtaining
accurate data on observed variables. It is inportant to engineer quality

into the formul ation of questions in questionnaires and data collection
procedures during preparatory steps for censuses and surveys (quality
assurance). The quality of published statistics can al so be inproved by
usi ng data editing and checki ng procedures and speci al nethods and techni ques
for assessing the level of quality of final data. The readi ness of
agricultural producers to cooperate with the statistical office is extrenely
i nportant, however it nay take the statistical office many years (even
decades) to build confidence with them The use of independent statistical
sources and admnistrative files for cross-checking results of surveys nay
also inprove the quality of statistics.

20. Soci o- econom ¢ changes in transition economes create great
difficulties in obtaining accurate statistics on the agricultural sector
Moreover, in some countries and for various reasons output of certain groups
of agricultural producers is not accounted for. New types of agriculture-
related activities appear, for which there are no established statistica
data coll ection procedures. Indirect nethods of agricultural statistics
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conpi l ation nay be nore effective under new conditions. The use of bal anci ng
nmet hods whi ch conpare data fromvarious statistical systens (agricultura
statistics, statistics on export and inport of agricultural products,
consunption by househol ds, retail and whol esal e trade statistics and ot hers)
have proved to be useful for estimating agricultural output for major
agricultural products. Sone transition countries carry out snall-scale pilot
studies with rigorous checks for observed variables to assess the quality of
existing agricultural statistics and to decide on data collection and quality
assessment procedures for future censuses and surveys.

f) Probl ems of thresholds in agricultural statistics

Docunent ati on: Paper by the Netherl ands.

21. Thresholds in agricultural statistics differ fromcountry to country,
dependi ng on specific conditions in the agricultural sector and the purposes
of statistical observation. The European Union's |egislation allows, as one
of the possibilities, the establishment of a threshold at such a | evel which
ensures 99 per cent coverage of the total agricultural production in a given
country. This is very high coverage conpared with the coverage general ly
achi eved for other branches of the econony.

22. The establishment of threshol ds should be regarded in the franework of
the overall purposes of agricultural statistics. |If agriculture is regarded
as a branch of economic activity |ike other branches, higher thresholds are
nore appropriate. Such threshol ds would not affect negatively the quality
and useful ness of collected information for agricultural policy naking
purposes and at the sane time would significantly reduce the cost of data
collection. Establishnent of a threshold ensuring simlar coverage of
agricultural production across countries could make international conparisons
easi er.

23. However, the choice of thresholds is not nade on the basis of
considering agriculture as an economc activity only. Social, denographic,

| and use, rural devel opment and ot her aspects are usually taken into account.
Countries nmay al so need to adopt different thresholds for different regions
with a different structure of agriculture. Covering these aspects represents
an overproportionate burden for agricultural statistics as conpared to other
statistical systens and requires additional resources for agricultura
statistics.

24. For the agricultural census, no uniformlower linits for production
factors such as area, nunber of trees, |ivestock, volume or val ue of output
are suggested in the FAO Progranmme for WA 2000. Countries which excl ude
smal | holdings fromtheir agricultural censuses are strongly urged in the
Programme to set the mnimumsize linit as | ow as possible and to take steps
to collect data through special sanple surveys from excluded hol di ngs.

0) Renpte sensing in agricultural statistics

Docunent ati on: Papers by France and Pol and.

25. The difference between renote sensing and area frame surveys was
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clarified. Renote sensing techniques consist in conputer-aided processing of
aerial or satellite imges and do not necessarily suggest going into the
field. However, on-the-ground observations are carried out for checking the
results and for inproving the i mage processing software. Renote sensing is
used for crop yield forecasts, for stratifying agricultural sanples, for
geogr aphi cal infornation systems, and for other applications. Information
obtai ned fromrenote sensing should be used with data from other sources
Satellite images are well suited to use in conbination with area frame survey
t echni ques.

26. The area frame survey techni ques nean drawi ng a sanple of areas or
points within the territory in question. The area frame survey can be used
to obtain area estinmates directly. |t can also be a basis for studying

vari abl es associated with the sanpled areas or the farns to which these areas
bel ong. The area frame survey techni que may al so be regarded as a tool for
building a sub-register of farnms which can then be used as a frane for sanple
surveys.

h) Statistical issues of agricultural econom cs

Docunent ati on: Paper by the Russian Federation

27. Pol i cy making needs in mxed and changi ng econom es call for m xed and
changing statistics. The systemof agricultural statistics should aim at
descri bi ng adequately the behavi our of the old and new y appearing units,
structures and flows. Particular attention in devel oping and i ntroduci ng new
statistics coul d perhaps be given to statistics characterizing structura
changes in agriculture, agricultural price statistics, agricultural output in
real terns and the inpact of agriculture on the bal ance of payments,
agricultural |abour force and statistics on standard of living in rura

areas. Agricultural statistics should evolve and develop as a part of the
overal | statistical system

i) Econom ¢ accounts for agriculture

Docunentation: Paper by FAQ Copies of draft Handbook on EAA were made
available in the neeting room

28. FAO i ntroduced the draft of the Handbook on Econoni c Accounts for
Agriculture (EAA). It was explained that after four decades of detail ed work
on econom ¢ accounts for agriculture and creation of data bases relating to
food and agriculture, it was thought appropriate to nmake a conprehensive
systemto cover all the areas in which FAOis generally interested. The new
systemis based on 1993 SNA and is basically follow ng the Social Accounting
Matrix type framework. |t consists of accounts on selected activities which
are supported by statenents to give detailed data. The system has been
designed to neet requirenents of decision nmakers dealing with food and
agriculture. The systemains at inlcuding information on agriculture,
forestry, fishery, food, nutrition, etc. The Handbook is proposed to be
publ i shed by the end of 1995 in four |anguages including Arabic.

29. The Study Group generally agreed that the Handbook has been drawn up
usi ng 1993 SNA concepts and is very conprehensive. The sinilar system being
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devel oped by Eurostat and pl anned for use by EU has sonewhat different

obj ectives than taken into account by FAQ Eurostat's version of the EAAis
expected to be published towards the end of 1996. CECD which so far has
based its agricultural accounts on Eurostat's nethodol ogy so far, wll adopt
the system nost suitable for CECD requirenments. Some of the countries

t hought that they may face a difficult situation in adopting these systens if
there are differences between them The neeting asked the four secretariats
to ensure full consistency of the two systems and with the 1993 SNA and to
report to the next session of the Study G oup on the efforts made and results
achieved in this regard.

i) O her busi ness
Docunentation: Report of the Qctober 1994 Joi nt ECH EUROSTAT/ FAQ CECD Wor k

Session on Statistics Connected with Environment-rel ated Agricul ture Probl ens
(CES/ 1995/ R 6) .

30. The Study Goup discussed the suggesti ons of the above work session to
change the nane of the Group and to convene a sem nar of agricultural and
environnental statisticians in 1996. The Study G oup concluded that its name
shoul d not be changed. It was al so decided not to organize the semnar in
1996, but to extend the next Study Goup neeting to five days from which sone
time could be reserved for a session on statistics connected with

environnent -rel ated agri cul ture probl ens.

31. The Study Group was inforned about the preparation of the fourth

| Wa AGRI workshop on agricultural statistics for Central and Eastern European
countries (Brdo, Sl ovenia, 11-15 Qctober 1995).

32. The Study Group took note of the senminar on crop forecasting which took
place in France. The proceedings of the semnar will becone avail able at

Eur ost at .

k) Fut ure work

33. The meetings's suggestions on future work are given in para. 6 and 7 of
the body of this report.

34. The Study G oup adopted this report before it adjourned.



