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STATI STI CAL COWM SSI ON and | NTERNATI ONAL LABOUR
ECONOM C COW SSI ON FOR EURCPE ORGANI ZATI ON

CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN STATI STI ClI ANS

Meeti ng on Consuner Price |ndices
(Geneva, 3-5 Novenber 1999)

PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE MEETI NG
to be held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,

starting on 3 Novenber 1999 at 10 a.m

1. Adoption of the agenda.
2. El ection of officers.
3. Information itens:

- report by the Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on Price Statistics
(I'WEPS) and the Technical Expert G oup for updating the Handbook on
CPl (TEG CPI);

- report by the tawa G oup;
- report by Eurostat;
- general review of devel opnent relating to biases;

- standard term nol ogy (glossary of itens in CPl handbook);

4, Nat ure of indices (general versus specific indices; cost of living index
versus pure price index, etc).

*  On 2 Novenber 1999 a special session on CPl for the transition countries wll
be convened starting at 14.30.
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5. Sampling and data collection - outlet and item sanmpling, use of scanner
data, etc.

6. | ssues of practical index work (quality adjustnent;

substitution/replacenent/inpl enentation techni ques; formal versus
pragmatic/traditi onal approaches; cooperation with private sector, etc.).

7. Qual ity managenent (quality control; training; docunentation; use of
nodern technol ogi es).

8. Fut ure work.
9. O her busi ness.

10. Adoption of the report.

Provi sional timetable and notes on the itens of the agenda

The neeting on Consumer Price Indices is convened jointly by ECE and | LO
pursuant to the decision of the Conference of European Statisticians taken at
its forty-sixth plenary session, in May 1998 (see report of the session
ECE/ CES/ 54 and CES/ 1998/ R. 34/ Add. 3).

Under itenms 5-8 only invited papers are listed. Contributed papers
subnmitted by countries and organisations will be introduced and conmented on by
t he di scussants.

VEDNESDAY 3 NOVEMBER

10: 00-10: 10 Itens 1 and 2

10: 10-11: 30 Item 3: | NFORVATI ON | TEMS

Information will be provided on the followi ng events and activities:

- Creation of the Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on Price
Statistics (IWEPS) and the Technical Expert Goup for updating
t he Handbook on CPlI (TEG CPI)

- Update of the work by the Ottawa G oup
- Update of the work by Eurostat

- Pl anned activities of WSS, TEG CPI and the Otawa G oup

- O her events of interest
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11: 30-11: 50 Coffee break
11: 50-12: 10 I nvited paper 1: General review of devel opnent relating to biases in
CPI
Aut hor: M. Carl Obst, CECD
12: 10-12: 20 Di scussi ons

12: 20-12: 40 I nvited paper 2: dossary of terns in CP
Aut hor: M. Ral ph Turvey, consultant to Eurostat

12: 40- 13: 00 Di scussi ons
13: 00- 15: 00 Lunch

Item 4: NATURE CF | NDI CES ( GENERAL VERSUS SPECI FI C I NDI CES; COST OF
LI VING | NDEX VERSUS PURE PRI CE | NDEX, ETQ)

15: 00- 15: 10 Di scussant: M. Robin Lowe, Canada

15:10-15:40 I nvited paper 3: A framework for price statistics
Aut hor: M. Kim Zi eschang, | M- or ABS

15: 40-16: 10 I nvited paper 4: Cost of living index versus inflation index
Aut hor: M. Peter Hill, United Kingdom

16: 10- 16: 30 Cof fee/tea break

16: 30-18: 00 Di scussions and comments on invited and contributed papers

THURSDAY 4 NOVEMBER

Item5: SAMPLI NG AND DATA COLLECTI ON

09: 30-09: 40 Di scussant: M. Gerry O Hanlon, Ireland

09:40-10: 10 Invited paper 5: Sanpling design: geographical localities, outlets,
items, varieties in each outlet, and sanpling in tine
Author: [to be deci ded]

10: 10- 11: 00 Di scussi ons

11: 00- 11: 20 Cof feel/tea break
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11:20-11: 30 Discussant: M. Gerry O Hanlon, Ireland
11: 30-12: 00 I nvited paper 6: Issues of price collection: timng, item
specification etc.

Aut hor: M. Paul Haschka, Austria

12: 00-12:30 I nvited paper 7: Item sanpling and the use of scanner data
Aut hor: M. Jan de Haan, Netherl ands

12: 30-14: 30 Lunch

14: 30- 15: 00 Di scussi ons and comments on invited and contributed papers

15: 00- 15: 10 Di scussant: M. Staffan Wahl strom Sweden

15:10-15:40 I nvited paper 8: Statistical sanmpling errors and non-response;
wei ghting errors including issues of coverage
Aut hor: M. Martin Boon, Netherl ands

15: 40- 16: 10 Di scussi ons and comrents on invited and contri buted papers

16: 10- 16: 30 Cof fee/tea break

16: 30-17: 30 Conti nued di scussion - all papers under item5

FRI DAY 5 NOVEMBER

Item 6: | SSUES OF PRACTI CAL | NDEX WORK

09: 30-09: 40 Di scussant: M. Thierry Lacroix, France

09:40-10: 10 Invited paper 9: Methods for quality and variety change
Aut hor: M. John Greenlees, United States

10: 10-10: 40 I nvited paper 10: Experience of hedoni c approaches
Aut hor: Ms. Yrjo6 Vartia, Finland
10: 40-11: 00 Coffeel/tea break

11: 00-11: 30 I nvited paper 11: How to deal w th new products and new outlets
Aut hor: M. Bert Bal k, Netherl ands

11: 30-12: 30 Di scussi ons and comrents on invited and contri buted papers
12: 30-14: 30 Lunch

Item7: QUALI TY MANAGEMENT
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Di scussant: Ms. Zdenka Repotoeénik, Slovenia

Invited paper 12: Quality control and auditing of CP
Aut hor: M. David Fenw ck, United Ki ngdom

Invited paper 13: Training, documentation and use of nodern
t echnol ogi es
Aut hor: M. Yoel Finkel, Israe

Di scussi ons and conments on contri buted papers

Cof f ee/ t ea break

ltem 8: FUTURE WORK

Based on a proposal of ECE/ILO programre committee the neeting wll
di scuss and agree on future joint ECE/ I LO work in consumer price

i ndices. The secretariat will subnmit proposals on the basis of
country suggestions and of the discussions as the neeting proceeds

for the approval of the Conference of European Statisticians.

[tem 9: OTHER BUSI NESS

[tem 10: ADCPTI ON OF THE REPORT




