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I. Introduction2

1. The evaluation of quality change - that is, how the sample of price
observations is adjusted to take into account changes in what is being
observed, has always been regarded as a most important aspect of price index
construction. Questions of sampling and item selection have been given less
attention. While the weights for commodity groups are carefully determined
from expenditure surveys, most samples for these commodities are selected by
judgement. They are chosen, where possible, to be observable easily for a
good length of time, as well as to be representative of all the varieties in
the commodity group. Usually, quality change evaluation is an unfortunate
necessity forced by the unavailability of some observations.

2. In this paper, we examine how the sample changes as discontinuities
occur in the streams of observations.   The data are all quality change1

adjustments and all deletions from the sample made in the Canadian CPI
between January 1989 and December 1994 for indexes derived from market
surveys. Two arguments are made. First, that in many areas of the index
possibly obsolete item selections are continued for a non-existent benefit,
as the cost of replacing them is minimal, (and the replacement method should
be improved). Second, in those cases where the evaluation of quality change
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is not an automatic procedure, the result is largely determined by the ratio
of the price of the replacement item to the price of the item that was in the
survey before. 

II. Organisation of the CPI structure

3. A brief description of the organisation of index sample design and
computation in the Canadian CPI may be useful. This describes the situation
from January 1989 to December 1994 when the CPI was based on expenditure
patterns from a 1986 survey.  The chart below illustrates the organisation:2

 

                             

        
 

4. Since 1995, the organisation has remained similar, though the total
size of the sample has been reduced, and some of the stratification  has been3

simplified. From the Family Expenditure Survey (FAMEX) 309 basic groups are
defined. The weights of these remain constant till the next updating. 

5. In designing commodity samples, about 100 of the basic groups are sub-
divided, into about 400 sub-groups, so there are a little over 600 separate
commodity definitions. The weights of the sub-groups within a basic group can
be changed between basket updates. This has happened to the varieties of
automobile (about 20 different models), package vacations (35 different
locations) and other commodities, to reflect changing purchase patterns; or
to introduce new commodities such as CDs, or the latest type of battery, that
were not available, or significant, at the beginning of the period. In these
cases a weight was transferred from other similar commodities. In all these
cases the change in the weighting patterns was not allowed to affect the
index movement. 
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6. The sample for each commodity basic group is also stratified
geographically, (before any sub-groups are identified), so that there are
potentially several thousand samples from which indexes are built up. The
actual number of sample is less because some sub-group stratum indexes are
imputed from others.

7. Each item in a sample is described physically, and often by the terms
of sale. For each sample the most recent index is updated by the movement of
the prices in the sample that can be matched from the last pricing period to
the current one. So long as the price is available for each identical item as
specified there is no problem. The ratio of the average of all prices in the
current period to the average for the same items in the previous period is
calculated; then the previous index is updated by multiplying it by this
ratio. If an observation is missing for the current period, but it is
expected to be temporary, a current price is imputed. However, if  a price
for the identical item cannot be found some action has to be taken to deal
with this change in the sample of observations.
 
III. Types of quality change evaluation

8. The various methods for treating quality change have frequently been
described in the literature, and fall into two classes, depending on whether
relative market prices reflect relative qualities. If they do, a number of
automatic procedures can be followed. Comparisons of market prices can be
used to make one-to-one comparisons between an item and its replacement
(“splicing” in the Canadian terminology) using the ratio of prices at a
common time period. Alternatively, two different samples can be linked using
the movement of the items common to both samples. Thirdly, descriptions of
items may be transformed into lists of characteristics, and regression
analysis used to convert the market prices for physical agglomerations that
may change into market prices for characteristics that do not. This method is
useful when it is difficult to find the identical items from period to
period, but when the list of characteristics, and the range of values they
take, do not change between periods.

9. If the market evaluation is not accepted, then interventions to
superimpose a judgement, as if there is some essential quality embodied in an
item, independent from the value the market puts on it, can be used. Such
judgements may come from the producer of the item, or from some-one in a good
position to assess it from a consumer’s view, such as a price collector, or
editor. Whether or not to accept the market evaluation is itself a matter of
judgement. There are clearly some occasions when changes occur suddenly to
the whole range of the market, impeding the comparison of prices -- for
example: the issue and expiration of patents, changes in the amount of
insulation required in houses, legally required equipment in cars or
television sets, changes in the amount or type of auto insurance required, or
allowed. In all these cases, some judgement has to be made of their monetary
value, as the consumer cannot exercise a choice. But whether regular market
activity distorts values is more difficult to decide. It should be noted that
using one of these methods is the only way in which the introduction of a new
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commodity can have an impact on the index.

10. In treating changes in the sample, all the techniques except regression
are used in the Canadian CPI.  The incidence of changes varies with different4

groups of commodities, and the type of treatment used differs among different
commodities as well. One constant method, which applies to all commodities,
is in treating the loss of an outlet. If a price for an item is no longer
available because the outlet from which it is collected is no longer
available, it is always replaced by finding a new outlet, and modifying the
sample by introducing the new item, from the new outlet, at some later date.
In the interim, the two samples are linked together by calculating the index
from the reduced matched sample. The cases where this occurs are described as
“Outlet replacement” in the rest of the paper. There are other possible
reasons for  changing the sample in this way, but the loss of an outlet
accounts for most of them. 

11. All the other treatments of changes in the sample involve a one-to-one
comparison between the missing item and its replacement. This is referred to
as “Quality change”. The amount of outlet replacement is quite constant
across most commodities. In total there were about three times as many one-
to-one quality change adjustments as changes caused by losses of outlets in
the sample.

IV. Dealing with changes for routinely purchased commodities

IV.1 Incidence of changes

12. In looking at the different groups of commodities, let us first
identify what can be called routine purchases. The consumer shops for these
every day, or every week, - frequently enough that if he tries a new item and
does not like it, he can easily return to the original item later. This
category includes all food purchased from stores, some take-out food,
household cleaning products, some basic clothing items, gasoline, personal
care items, some reading and recreational items such as magazines, books,
tapes and CDs, and tobacco and alcohol products. Altogether, 172 of the 309
basic groups in the CPI fall into this group, accounting for 32.7 out of the
total weight of 68.4%. For these commodities a seller of a new product has to
sell it not just once to each customer, but over and over again, so that the
market is constantly assessing the relative values of the different items for
sale. 

13. Table 1 shows the incidence of outlet replacement and quality changes
for each commodity, and for quality changes, the type of treatment used to
deal with them.  Within each defined sample, a number of observations are
collected for each pricing period. The incidence is calculated as the number
of observations that either disappear because the outlet is lost, or
experience a quality change, during each year, as a percentage of the average
number of observations in the sample during the year. The incidence is
calculated as the percentage of streams of observations in a sample that had
a discontinuity within a year. Thus 10% under the “outlet replacement”
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heading means that there is a ten per cent chance that any observation in a
sample for that commodity will be dropped from the sample within a year.
Similarly, under the quality change heading, there is a ten per cent chance
that it will have at least one quality change adjustment. This measure of
incidence enables comparisons among commodities that have different pricing
frequencies. For example, if there are ten observations for coffee, which is
priced every month, and one has a quality change in a year, (10%), the total
percentage of observations that have a change is about .8%  (1/120). For dry-
cleaning, however, which is priced four time a year, the same incidence would
imply that 2.5% of the observations had a change (1/40). As we are primarily
concerned about the chance of getting an interruption in the flow of data,
the incidence numbers are more useful than the ratios. The incidences shown
in the tables are calculated for each year and averaged over the entire six
years, or less for some commodities. 5

14. “Judgement changes” are those quality changes where the replacement
item is not spliced into the index, but another judgement imposed. They are a
subset of all quality changes. The final column shows the percentage of
quality changes that are described as splices.  (The remainder are6

judgements). In assembling these figures from the historical record it was
impossible to distinguish real quality change adjustments from corrections to
data. These corrections were almost certainly splices, so the total
incidence, and the percentage that was spliced, may be overstated.

IV.2 The consequences of splicing

15. It can be seen that the overwhelming majority of interruptions for
these commodities are treated by splicing a quality change, or by linking in
observations form a new outlet via the common matched sample. There were
about half as many outlet replacements as quality changes. Judgement quality
changes are rare; only two commodities had an incidence of judgement quality
change as much as 10% and only 14 commodities (8% of the total)  had an
incidence over 5%. 

16. Any splice could be handled as outlet replacements are. The result is
similar. Splices should be replaced by the movement of matched samples, for
two reasons. The first reason is that they do not produce exactly the same
result - as splices are not applied in a pure form. We do not have
overlapping prices for the original item and its replacement in the same
period. We call it a splice when we decide that the ratio of the price of the
replacement item in the next period to the price of the original in the first
period is the ratio of their qualities. This implies a combination of a
splice and an assumption of no price change between the two periods. If there
are ten observations in a sample and one is spliced, the index for the period
will be based on the movement of the other nine and no movement for the
tenth. With the linked matched sample it will depend only on the movement of
the other nine. Although the difference is usually not great,  it would be7

better not to assume no price change if we do not have to. Furthermore,
although it appears not to be a serious problem when the commodity is priced
monthly, and there is a low rate of price change, these conditions may not
always hold. Many commodities are priced quarterly, or even less frequently,
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and the assumption of no price change over the longer period is less
sustainable. As the result of this method is always to dampen the index
movement, whether up or down, the impact of this needs examining.

17. The second reason to prefer adjusting the sample rather than splicing
is a reflection of attitude. As currently designed, the adjustment process,
except for outlet changes, is set up to maintain continuity as far as
possible. It is well-known that the price index maker is faced with a trade-
off between maintaining continuity and keeping the sample up-to-date.
However, in this case the trade-off is unbalanced, as there is no cost to
keeping the sample up-to-date; a replacement can be made at any time, and to
anything. The current method maintains the old sample well beyond its
relevant period, without any compensating advantage in the treatment of
quality change. The perspective and philosophy needs to be changed to aim to
keep the sample up-to-date and allow frequent changes to that sample.

18. Most changes to an existing sample are made because they are forced.
One might think that is because the concept of a fixed basket is being
applied down to the finest detail - to preserve the selection of items from
particular outlets under the same terms of sale. However, apart from being a
very restrictive measurement, it is not applied at higher levels of
aggregation. The weights of the sub-indexes within the categories identified
from the family expenditure survey can be and are changed occasionally
between basket updates. Some new commodities were introduced during the
period, and some dropped. Furthermore, the specifications for items may be
changed, and such changes probably account for a significant percentage of
judgement changes. For example, the item to be priced for soft drinks was
changed from a can to a larger plastic bottle. When the ratio of prices was
not the same as the ratio of sizes, the change registered as a judgement
change. However, the numbers show that modifying the item selection is not
very common. In most cases, the sample selection, once made, has been
maintained as if it was the intention to preserve an unchanged basket for as
long as possible. 

19. It is not just the fact that the treatment of discontinuities is one
simple method, but also that the incidence of changes is so low, that
indicates that samples are allowed to become outdated. Less than half of them
had incidences of any kind of quality change above 10%, and only 25 of the
172 above 20% . Although some basic food commodities may not have changed
over the years, product development and variation are extensive for many of
these commodities, and are barely noticed. In recent work using scanner data
for coffee, we have found that 30% of the sales of roasted coffee at the end
of the study period were for varieties that were not available at the
beginning of the period, three years earlier. Yet the incidence of quality
changes in the CPI for coffee is 3.7%; we see similarly low incidence for
other commodities where the variety of choices have clearly grown.

20. The same considerations that apply to using prices as a valid indicator
of quality among competing items in a commodity apply also to competing
outlets. Whatever the variation in the amount of service provided by
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different outlets (and the margin in supermarkets is only about 20% of the
sale price) the best way to track their influence is to have them all in the
sample.

V. Dealing with changes for commodities that are purchased occasionally

21. For non-routine commodities, dealing with discontinuities is more
complicated.  The individual purchaser is in much less of a position to make
judgements of quality. Even when such an apparently straightforward purchase
as a pair of sneakers is made, it is not easy to repeat the last purchase
made, and it is not easy to compare the values of the replacements. The field
is ripe for advertisers and marketers to disguise quality, and market the
good on the basis of improvements from some earlier age, rather than on
price. It is not surprising, therefore, to find that the price collector
often judges that a replacement item is better or worse than the ratio of its
prices would imply. It is also not surprising if items disappear more
frequently, as there is more incentive to a producer to replace them by a new
variety that can be promoted as improved.

V.1 Incidence of changes

22. Table 2 shows the incidence of outlet replacement, and quality changes,
for commodities that could be called occasional purchases. These include
restaurant meals, household equipment and furnishings, most clothing, new
cars and repairs and maintenance, dental care, most recreation equipment and
services and packaged vacations. Altogether there are 137 commodities
covering  35.7 points out of the total weight of 68.5% of the CPI. Compared
to the routine category, the incidence of  quality changes is much higher and
there is a significant proportion of cases for which a judgement is applied,
rather than being spliced. Although the incidence of outlet replacement is
about the same as for routinely purchased commodities, it only amounts to
about one-fifth the number of quality changes.

23. Within this group there are wide variations in the incidence of quality
change and the type of treatment. The lowest incidence of judgements falls on
a group of commodities that are service oriented  --  they include shoe
repairs, oil changes, dental care, auto maintenance, VCR repairs, and piano
lessons. Several of them have low overall incidence of quality change as
well. 

24. Other commodities with a high incidence of splicing are those
undergoing rapid technical change  --  portable radios, microwave ovens,
stereo equipment, VCRs, colour TVs, and hair dryers. 

25. The highest incidence of judgements generally is in the clothing group,
and new car purchases. However, quality changes occur so frequently for some
women’s clothing that they show up in the list of high incidence of splicing
as well. 

26. Overall, it appears that splicing is chosen as the preferred method of
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treatment for the easiest and most difficult items, and judgements are used
for the commodities in between. 8

V.2 Patterns of judgement

27. The first judgement is whether to splice or to impose some other
evaluation. Splicing is a little more common when the price change is small,
due largely to the strong tendency to regard the replacement to be of equal
quality when the price is the same, but the difference in incidence is not
very great. It is not very different for most commodities taken individually,
either. For example, 71% of changes on portable radios are spliced when the
change is over 10%, and 69% are spliced when it is under. There are few
commodities where there is a big difference; for instance cars (6% of small
changes spliced, 15% of larger ones) and trucks and vans (3% and 32%,
respectively). The difference comes from how judgements are applied.

28. When judgement is applied, there are differences in the patterns,
according to whether there is a large price difference between the missing
item and its replacement, or not. In examining these differences it will be
useful to look at clothing separately from the other commodities. In the
Canadian CPI, quality judgements for most commodities are applied by editors
in Ottawa, based on the commodity intelligence they have gathered, and
information from producers. For clothing, however, the judgements are applied
in the field by the price collectors.  

29. For all occasionally purchased commodities other than clothing, there
are approximately the same number of cases where the replacement price is
within 10% of the old item’s price, as there are cases where the price
difference is more. Chart 1 shows patterns of judgements. 9
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30. For these commodities, where a judgement was used, the index rose in
61% of small changes. The price of the replacement item was the same or
higher in 60% of the changes.  For larger changes the overall picture was
similar - the index rose in 58% of the cases, as prices rose in 57% of them. 

31. However, when the price difference between the item and its replacement
was large, the kinds of judgement were concentrated in a few patterns.
Situations where the replacement item was more expensive, and the quality
judged to have increased, but less than the price, accounted for 37% of all
cases. The corresponding downside  --  price falls, but quality falls less,
accounted for another 22% of cases. In only 8% of cases did the quality
increase as the price fell, or decrease as the price rose.  For smaller
changes, on the other hand, there was a more even distribution of results.
Price and quality changes only ran together, with quality changes less than
the price changes in 28% of cases (compared to 59% of large changes), and
they moved in opposite directions in 19% of cases, compared to 8% of large
changes.

32. Clothing judgements were applied somewhat differently. There were
rather more large changes than small (14,000 against 10,500 in six years) and
small changes were much more likely to be spliced. Otherwise the patterns are
similar, but more extreme. Small adjustments (the bottom left chart) show a
spread of results. With larger changes (bottom right), like other
commodities, there is a larger percentage of cases where the price falls and
the quality falls less. Moreover, when as price and quality both increase the
index is overwhelmingly more likely to increase - 48% of all changes fall
into this category, compared to only 2.5% when the quality goes up more and
the index decreases. This strong association between price changes and
quality changes accounts for the main difference in the pattern of
judgements; the index rises for 68% of judgement changes in clothing compared
to only 58% for other commodities.

33. When the change is small any combination of price and quality change is
possible. However, when it is large, the index will rise or fall, depending
on whether the replacement costs more or less than the replaced item. This is
quite plausible, at least for increases. Many small changes are likely to be
slight modifications to what is essentially the same item, while if there is
a major replacement the manufacturer may try to take advantage of it to
introduce a price increase with the new model. This tendency is more
pronounced with price increases than with declines - when price and quality
increased the index went up almost four times as often as down, while when
they both declined, the index only declined twice as often as it rose.  In10

some cases, the tendency to view changes in this particular way is absolute.
In preliminary work attempting to apply regression techniques to clothing, a
comparison was made between the adjustments called for by the regression
model in certain changes in men’s shirts, and those actually made. In 29
occurrences during part of 1996, there were no cases where the quality
increase was considered to be greater than the price increase, no cases where
there was a quality decline greater than the price decline, and no cases
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where the quality was judged to have changed when the price did not. The
regression model gave changes in almost every case.
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V.3 The association between judgement replacements and index change

34. It is not just the direction of changes that follows a pattern, but the
sizes of price and quality adjustment. On Chart 2 the relationship between
the ratio of prices of each item and its replacement and the impact on the
index movement (its judged pure price movement) is plotted for all judgement
changes on occasionally purchased goods. There are a little over 32000 cases
over the six year period. The average index ratio is calculated for all
changes in each price range - in 5% intervals up to a price ratio of 1.5 and
10% intervals above that. The first graph shows all cases together, and
clothing, the largest group, which accounts for just over 40% of the total.
The second graph shows the relationship for three of the largest groups of
commodities: furniture and appliances, “sports equipment” which includes most
of the recreation group, and “recreation equipment” which covers TVs,
stereos, VCRs, cameras, (those commodities that are highly influenced by
advances in electronics).

35. It is clear that the larger the difference between the sticker price of
an item and its replacement, the larger will be the change to the index. If
the price of the replacement is 50% higher, the quality increase, on average,
will be judged to be about 35% and the index increase will be 15%. If the
price increase is 15%, the quality increase will be about 7% and the index
increase 8%. This shape holds for all commodities. For clothing the line is a
little steeper than for the others, but all tend to rise in approximately the
same way.  11

36. It is not obvious why this should be. We would expect price changes and
quality changes to be correlated with each other, but why the difference
between them? Splices would show as a flat line along Y = 1; we might expect
judgements to lie along another line, or for there to be no discernible
pattern.

37. Two possible explanations come to mind. The first is that price
evaluators, whatever their rationalisations, subconsciously trim observed
changes. There is something reassuring in this; they are consumers too, and
the feeling that nothing is quite as good as it appears or quite as bad, is a
common one. Another explanation could be that all producers, whatever they
are making, or all retailers, whatever they are selling, may think that it is
easier to put in a large real price increase with a large increase in quality
and in the sticker price, than it is with a smaller one. It is more difficult
though, to see why they would combine a large real price decline with a large
apparent one.

38. For whatever reason, let us suppose that the judgements are correct. It
follows that it is of paramount importance to ensure that the replacements
are made consistently with the evolution of the market. If consumers are
generally trading up in the market, then the replacement should generally be
of a higher quality and price. According to statistics available for
automobiles, this has generally been the case. On the other hand, if, as it
has been observed in recent years for many commodities, the squeeze on
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incomes has led consumers to find cheaper goods, the replacement should be
generally cheaper.

39. Is it possible that in the operation of the survey, the replacements
have reflected these changes in the market? From the instructions given price
collectors this would seem unlikely. They are instructed to find an item
satisfying the same specification, which probably is not up-to-date with
recent market trends. They are also told to find a market seller, but as the
item being replaced is almost certainly not a market seller by the time it is
replaced, that provides no guarantees for direct comparison. 

40. However, it is possible that replacements may still, in this narrower
field, mirror market evolution. It can be said with more confidence, that
over the six years under study, the overall impact of judgement quality
changes on commodity indexes at the Canada level has been small. This is
because there have been close to equal numbers of downward replacements as
upward ones. The average price ratio of replacements is not far from one for
most commodities. This is despite the fact that over half the replacements
have price ratios of more than 110% or less than 90%. There is a wide range
of replacements within each commodity, whose impacts tend to cancel out for
each commodity.   There is no noticeable difference in the pattern of12

replacements among different commodities.   
  
VI. Conclusion

41. From what we see there is no justification to abandon all judgements to
concentrate on drawing better samples. The ability to make small adjustments
for occasionally purchased commodities is probably necessary. Clothing
adjustments are not clearly wrong, and with the rapid turnover in the sample
of seasonal items, matched samples would be very small. For that reason it
may be worth using regression methods to match characteristics. But, if we
are putting faith in regression methods for clothing, it is inconsistent to
continue  imposing judgements. If the consumer cannot make an informed 
assessment of the total package it is difficult to see how that consumer can
assess the relative values of the embodied characteristics within it. An
index based on regression methods should move in the long run like a matched
sample. In any case, a good regression index requires a representative sample
just as much as a conventional one does. And since a regression index can
value a new characteristic no better than any other, it is vital, for any
conventional one, that new products, even those with little importance,
should be included in the sample as early as possible. Many will disappear
quickly too, but no-one can know which. 

42. In summary, the impact of quality change assessment on index
measurement has been quite limited in recent years. Apart from the high
degree of depending on relative prices reflecting relative qualities, the
impact of judgements on the index has been muted, because of the relatively
even distribution of upward and downward adjustments. Furthermore, their
impact is compromised by a lack of current market data, which would guide us
to the kinds of replacements that should be made. More attention to this
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would improve the quality adjustment process as well as providing us with
other benefits associated with developing a more diverse and more up-to-date
sample.
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1.  We consider only those commodities for which indexes are calculated
from surveys of prices observed in the market. These account for about 68.5%
of the CPI. The commodities not covered here include shelter, and those for
which prices are obtained from producers or governments - cablevision,
drivers' licenses, property taxes, telephone service, auto insurance.
Adjustments for quality change are made for most of these commodities, but in
a different context.

2. Normally the weighting patterns above the basic level are updated every
four years. This exceptional six-year period was due to the replacement, in
January 1991, of the Manufacturers’ Sales Tax by the Goods and Services Tax
(GST). It was thought that the GST, being levied on a broader range of goods
and services at the retail level, though at a lower rate, would change the
relative prices of commodities and might affect expenditures, so that a 1990
survey could be obsolete by the time its results were introduced. The 1990
survey was postponed, therefore, to 1992. With the 1996 survey of
expenditures, the results to be introduced in 1998, we return to the regular
timetable.

3. The main change was to reduce the geographic strata from 34 to 17.

4. With the introduction of computers in the 1992 basket, regression
techniques are used to adjust for quality changes

5. The two incidences are independent of each other, though the sum
overstates the incidence of all discontinuities slightly. This is because
some items may have had a quality change before being dropped from the sample
in the same year.

6. This is a misnomer, as is explained later.

7. An extreme example of how it can be significant was in late 1994  when
broccoli was added to the survey. As often happens with a new sample there
were a large number of corrections to be made after the first collection.
These corrections were spliced into the index the following month, dampening
the index movement by almost half. The prices of broccoli, as shown by the
rest of the sample, had risen sharply that month.

8. This is perhaps not so bizarre. Just as there is no price dispersion in
two extreme circumstances  --  perfect competition and monopoly  --  so in
allowing the market to set value there are two extremes. In the case of a
truly new good the manufacturer has no frame of reference; it is not
competing with other varieties of the same commodity, but in a much wider
context, and its value in the market is unknown at first.

9. In this chart the ratio of the price of the replacement to the price of
the item it replaces can be plotted against the ratio of their qualities. If
these are equal, the index will not change as a result of the replacement.
This is a splice, and accounts for the splice line drawn on the chart. The
shaded area shows those combinations where the index will fall, and

Endnotes
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conversely, combinations above the line will result in an increase in the
index. One can plot each individual change on this chart, but the data points
would saturate the area. Instead, it shows the percentage of cases that fall
into each combination. There are thirteen possible combinations. Three of
them are on the splice line: Price and quality both increasing, decreasing,
or staying the same. Then there are six segments; and four combinations, on
the axes, where either the price or the quality does not change, but the
other does. As only the judgement cases are plotted here, there are no
numbers on the splice line. On the graphs showing large changes in the price
ratio, there can be no combinations on the Y axis either.

10. The tendency was not true for all items - for portable radios, for
example, the index went down with a price and quality increase in 17% of all
changes (though it still went up in 20%). Its pattern of small changes, other
than recognising no quality change in a large number of cases, was similar to
other commodities.

11. At the extremes there is more noise; only 5% of price ratios are over
1.5. Recreational equipment in particular has a falling line at the right,
but there are only 2% of its changes with a price ratio over 1.5 - 45 cases
in six years). The other main group with a lot of changes - cars and vans -
is not shown here; almost all its changes are within 25% of its previous
price and within those boundaries, its relationship, when plotted, is
indistinguishable from the others.

12. It does not cancel out within each geographic stratum, though. Index
movements below the Canada level, for individual commodities, can vary
widely, because of the impact of one quality change adjustment. 
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