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Sunmmary

1. I nter-regi onal conparisons are indispe nsable in evaluating health system
devel opnents especially for regions with simlarities in socio-econom ca
status and forner evol ution. O oss-boundary conparisons of regions in

nei ghboring countries are particularly hel pful when health and environmental
factors are considered together. However such cross- boundary conparisons
require establishment of a kind of international data base wth sub-national
di saggregation of data and appropriate harnoni zati on of national definitions
of different health indicators. Such joint Health Service Indicator (HSI)
package has been devel oped jointly by three Baltic countries pooling together
sel ected, nost inportant and reliable health indicators at district |eve
fromEstonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The package is regularly updated on
annual basis and is dissem nated anong wi de range of users. The package is
based on Data Presentation Systemwhich allows user-friendly data display
and conparisons in graphical formor naps

1

Prepared jointly by A Gaizauskiene (Lithuania), R Ml be (Latvia) and R
Psavke (Latvia).

GE. 98-



CES/ AC. 36/ 1998/ 21 ( Sumrary)
EUR/ | CP/ | NFO 020603/ 21
page 2

2. The Baltic HSI package presentl vy includes the follow ng groups of

i ndi cat ors:
vital statistics — total nortality, natality, natural increase
infant and perinatal nortality;
i nci dence and preval ence of selected notifiable diseases;
nortality due to malignant neopl asns, diseases of the circulatory
system diseases of the respiratory system and external causes;
heal th care resources-physicians, other health personnel, hospita
beds;
hospital bed utilization - occupancy, adnissions, average |ength of
stay, bed turnover;
lethality;
abortion rates.

3. During the preparation stage national definitions were conpared and
specified, conventions and restrictions were agreed.

4. The package is used in all three countries by policy makers and health
managers for assessnent of

- trends in health care resources, particularly in relation to health
systemr ef or rs;

- comon features and peculiarities between countries in nortality
patterns;

- maternal and child care aspects.



