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| NTERNATI ONAL HARMONI SATI ON - | SSUES TO BE ADDRESSED FOR
MORTALI TY AND MORBI DI TY STATI STI CS

I nvited paper submtted by the WHO Collaborating Centre for the
G assification of D seases in the Nordic Countries and

the Swedi sh National Board of Health 1

Abstract

The document gi ves exanpl es of some new y devel oped mechani sns for
international coordination of the application of the International

O assification of Diseases (ICD). In the area of nortality these include an
el ectroni c discussion group, the Mrtality Forum in which probl ens
experienced in coding can be raised; the establishnent of an international
Mortality Reference G oup which can give advice and reconmendati ons as to the
interpretation of coding rules. Some problens may entail a proposal for
updating | CD-10 whi ch shoul d be brought to an Update Reference Commttee.
Sim |l ar mechani sns may be needed al so for international coordination of

norbi dity codi ng. The docurent al so describes various strategies for
overcomng problens related to shifts between different revisions of |CD
Such strategies are of particular interest during the current, extended
period of transition between 1CD-9 and | CD-10. The strategies include

equi val ence tabl es, translation tables, bridge coding and coordi nat ed
tabulation lists. Results froma conparative study of the collection,
processi ng and publication of nortality statistics in the Nordic countries

1 Prepared by Bj6rn Smedby, Kerstin Carsj6, Lars Age Johansson, WHO
Col | aborating Centre for the dassification of D seases in the Nordic
Countries, and Dag Swenson, Swedish National Board of Health
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with special enphasis on inproving inter-Nordic coordination will also be
descri bed briefly.



