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Note by the secretari at

1. The Work Session on Fertility and Fam |y Surveys was held in Geneva from
29 to 31 January 1996. It was attended by: Canada, Croatia, Denmark, Finland,
Greece, Hungary, ltaly, Norway, Russian Federation, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden
Swit zerl and, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and the United States.
The United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) was al so represented.

2. The provisional agenda (Wrking Paper No. 1) was adopt ed.
3. M. L. Ostby (Norway) was el ected Chairperson and Ms. M Sircelj (Sl ovenia)
Vi ce- Chai r per son.
4. The foll owi ng substantive topics were discussed at the Wrk Session:
a. Experi ences gai ned by countries conducting fertility and famly
surveys;
b. I nnovative research and neasurenent of fertility behaviour
C. Fertility and famly data from popul ati on registers versus
surveys.
5. The topics were discussed on the basis of 13 papers prepared by Canada,

Denmar k, Estonia, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Norway, Switzerland, the United
States and the ECE. Additional witten material subnmitted by the Russian
Federation and the United States served as a supplenentary basis for

di scussi on.
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6. It is planned that the Population Activities Unit's Informal Wrking

G oup, which will guide the conparative research of the third phase of the
UNFPA sponsored project on Fertility and Fam |y Surveys, will neet annually.
For the next few years this Goup will be an appropriate forumin which
countries can discuss fertility and famly statistics. The neeting, therefore,
recommended, that the following text be included in the work programre of the
Conf erence of European Statisticians:

Activities of ECE:
Wirk Session on Fertility and Family statistics (timng and terns of reference
to be proposed later by the secretariats of the ECE Statistical Division, the

ECE Popul ation Activities Unit and Eurostat).

7. The main concl usi ons reached by the neeting are presented in sunmary
formin English only in the Annex to this note.

8. The participants adopted the report of the meeting at its closing
sessi on.
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ANNEX
Sunmmary of the main conclusions reached at the
Work Session on Fertility and Fami |y Surveys
(Geneva, 29-31 January 1996)

(as adopted by the neeting at its |last session)

l. EXPERI ENCES W TH RECENT FERTI LI TY AND FAM LY SURVEYS

A Overview and future plans of the FFS project

1. The work session appreciated the summary overvi ew provided in Wrking
Paper No. 2 of the inplementation status of the Fertility and Fam |y Surveys
(FFS) project to date. They noted that the project now had 21 participating
countries and that Standard Recode Files (SRF) are available for sonme 10
countries. An additional eleven countries had announced their plans for
conpiling SRFs in the next couple of years.

2. The neeting was al so told about the arrangenents for archiving and
sharing the individual -1evel data which currently is being brought together in
a dat abase nanaged by the Population Activities Unit (PAU) of the United

Nati ons Econom ¢ Conm ssion for Europe. The data are fully protected and will
not be rel eased wi thout perm ssion of the supplying organization. Anyone

wi shing to use the data has to sign a pledge of confidentiality. To date,
seven countries have subnmitted data, six of which have nmade arrangenents for
sharing the information for research purposes.

3. The nmeeting was al so i nforned about plans for a third phase of the FFS
project which will involve cross-national conparative research on reproductive
behavi our and famly change in countries in the ECE region. Plans for this
third phase were contained in a prelimnary note (Wrking Paper No.5) drafted
by the PAU followi ng earlier consultations with selected participating
countries during two consecutive ad-hoc expert group neetings.

4. The di scussion of the note concentrated in part on sone of the
[imtations inherent in the overview of conparability scores of nationa
guestionnaires attached to the note. For instance, national population

regi sters may conpl enent SRF data or even serve as alternative data sources
for sone tabul ations. Consequently, a |ow score for sone countries does not
necessarily inply that conparabl e data are not avail able outside the FFS
source. The neeting was informed that nuch nore detailed informati on on each
qguestion included in the surveys was available at the PAU, for al
participating countries. To evaluate fully the availability and conparability
of data between participating countries, researchers should consult this.

5. The upcomi ng (18-20 March, 1996) neeting of the FFS |Informal Working
G oup woul d have to find a managenent structure of the conparative research
programe which is not too heavy and fornmal, in order to avoid any delay in
nmaki ng the data available to potential users. The need to pronbte the w dest
possi bl e use of the data stored at Geneva was underlined by the participants.
Al so di scussed was the need for the planned Steering Committee to coordinate
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the work of the various research groups carrying out the programe of
conparative research.

6. A final point raised was the tenporal conparability of surveys
conducted up to ten years apart as will be the case in the FFS project once
the last countries have finished their field work. |t was generally felt that
as long as a cohort perspective was mai ntai ned, conparative studies would
still be possible. It was also a fact that the participating countries were
at different stages in the denographic processes.

7. The purpose of the next neeting of the FFS Informal Wrking Goup is to
di scuss the programe for conparative analysis of the FFS data and to adopt a
managenent structure of the progranme. Once adopted, the report with the
deci si ons woul d guide the Informal Wirking Goup's programe of conparative
research in the years ahead. The participants requested that copies of the
report of this and future neetings be circul ated outside the Informal Wrking
Goup, in particular to National Statistical Ofices.

B. Nat i onal experiences of countries in conducting recent fertility and
famly surveys

8. A nunber of participants whose countries had al ready conducted their FFS
survey field work shared their experiences with the neeting. The Sw ss
representatives briefed the neeting on the conplexity of their FFS involving a
tripartite division of |abour between the National Statistical Ofice, an
external fieldwrk agency, and two Swiss universities. Oher conplicating
factors were that fieldwork relied in part on CATI, CAPlI and ot her
interview ng techniques and that training and data collection had to be
carried out in three different |anguage areas.

9. In the absence of representatives fromEstonia and Lithuania, the ECE
secretariat, on the basis of the Wrking Papers the two countries had

subm tted, informed the participants about the outcome of the recent FFS
surveys undertaken in these countries.

10. Canada i nformed the meeting on the two surveys through which it
participates in the FFS project - one based on its 1990 General Social Survey
(Cycle 5) and one on Cycle 10 of the sane survey undertaken in 1995. Both of

t hese tel ephone surveys enployed randomdigit dialling, and the 1995 survey
used CAPI. Possible consequences for international conparability of different
types of answers and non-response rates as a result of different interview
techni ques used in national surveys were discussed. The neeting stressed the
need that the practice followed in each national sanple survey be fully
docunmented in the Standard Country Report.

11. The Russian del egate inforned the neeting that his country had
originally considered using the PAU designed questionnaire but had renounced
it due to problens of sensitivity they expected to have with certain

popul ation groups. Their 1992 famly survey had finally been linmted to young
famlies (spouses less than 25 years of age) that in Russia account for 80 per
cent of all births. The purpose of their survey was to collect information on
the size and conposition of the famlies, their econom c well-being, as well
as their future fertility intentions.
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12. The nmeeting was told that Statistics Sweden, in collaboration with

St ockhol m Uni versity, has devel oped two conputer prograns for analyzing

| ongi tudi nal data: CreoNova and RocaNova. Both are easy to use W ndows
programnms allow ng nultidinmensional analysis of |ongitudinal data. A
denonstration of the software was offered to participants on the |ast day of
the nmeeting and countries interested in further information on the use of the
programes were requested to contact Statistics Sweden.

. I NNOVATI VE RESEARCH AND MEASUREMENT OF FERTI LI TY BEHAVI OUR

13. The nmeeting heard with interest the experiences of the United States in
carrying out surveys relating to fertility, famly and reproductive health
through five major surveys: the National Survey of Family Gowh (NSFG; the
National Survey of Fam lies and Househol ds (NSFH); the National Survey of

Adol escent Mal es (NSAM; the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY); and
the National Longitudinal Survey of Adol escent Health. These surveys coll ect

i nformation on processes within fanmlies, causes and consequences of change in
fam |y and household structure, fertility, adult famly transitions,

cohabi tation, contraceptive use and abortion. The neeting was told that in the
United States fertility and fam |y research has benefited from being
integrated into agencies with health concerns. For exanple, the Nationa
Institute of Child Health and Human Devel opnent is a major provider of
financial support for fertility research through grants to outside

i nvestigators on sel ected topics.

14. The United States will participate in the FFS through the NSFG Cycle 5.
In the case of the NSFG which has been going on since 1973, traditiona
fertility questions have been naintained to allow continuity while new
guestions on pregnancy pl anni ng have been added to inprove the quality of
reporting. One of the puzzling findings of the NSFG was that, in a period of

i ncreased use of effective contraception, the proportion of births that were
reported as unwanted or unplanned al so increased. |t was suggested by sone
participants that, in addition to possible msuse of contraceptive nethods and
wonen' s anbi val ent feelings, these changes could be due to an increased

awar eness of individual choices about pregnancy planni ng status.

15. The neeting was al so told of a nunmber of innovative nmethods which have
been i ntroduced in these surveys such as the use of audi o conputer-assisted
interview ng techni ques (A-CASI), where respondents could answer questions on
sexual experiences and other sensitive topics in a self-admnistered interview
by listening to spoken questions over headphones and entering responses
directly into a |lap-top conputer. This elimnated interaction with the
interviewer and pernmitted self adm nistration, even by respondents with | ow
literacy levels. It also offered nore privacy for the respondents and al | owed
greater response as well as nmore conplete information to be provided. The use
of this method has resulted, for exanple, in a nuch higher (approxinately
doubl e) reporting rate of induced abortions in a pilot study of the NSFG

16. Anot her interesting devel opnent is the joint collection of denographic
and health information as in the NSAM where urine speci nens were coll ected
fromrespondents and anal yzed for two comon sexually transmtted di seases
(STD), with the aimof providing an added check on self-reports of sexua
behavi our and information about the determi nants of STD infection anong young
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American men. Despite initial doubt about the viability of collecting
bi ol ogi cal speci mens from survey respondents, the proportion of respondents
provi di ng speci nens had been close to 80 per cent.

17. Future research still faces challenges in a nunber of areas: the
integration of quantitative and qualitative research nethods; the study of

i nter-generational processes and research on famlies and children through
linking two scientific disciplines with common interest but different

net hodol ogi es; the inclusion of nen in governnent-sponsored fertility surveys;
and the rapid and wi despread use of data through el ectroni c neans which raises
the need to ensure the confidentiality of research data and the devel opnent of
procedures to guarantee the proper use of data.

18. G ven the very rich data sources available in the United States as well
as the long research experience in famly and fertility natters, the neeting
strongly encouraged the United States to fully participate in the FFS project.

I11. FERTILITY AND FAM LY DATA FROM PCPULATI ON REQ STERS VERSUS SURVEYS

19. In the absence of any representative fromKyrgyzstan, the Chairperson
i ntroduced the paper which, based on census, vital registration and househol d
survey data, gives an overview of the fertility situation in that country.

20. The nmeeting was told that Denmark has not participated in this FFS round
but that, with existing register data, a good selection of the tables
reconmended for the FFS project's country reports can be produced. A speci al
fertility database has recently been created fromvarious registers to allow
analysis of fertility trends in Denmark. The database whi ch goes back to 1980
covers all wonmen and nmen in the fertile ages and all children born since 1960.
Al t hough the Danish statistical |aw does not permt the transfer of individua
files to PAU, the neeting wel comed the Danish offer to produce a country
report with as many standard tables as possible. It was pointed out that the
conpl eteness and quality of the Danish data should be taken into consideration
when conparing these with data from other countries.

21. Wor ki ng Paper no. 12 raised the question of whether there is a need for
famly and fertility surveys in countries with good population statistics. In
presenting his paper the representative of Norway gave a review of the pros
and cons of the FFS and the different types of data that coul d be obtained
fromvarious registers as well as their quality. The conclusion was that every
country shoul d conduct an FFS, with varying frequency and content depending
upon the availability of alternative sources. Even in countries wth good
registration data, it is useful to carry out a fertility and famly survey
fromtime to time. For many data variables, the FFS is actually the only
source as nost registers |acked or had inconplete information on a nunber of
topi cs such as cohabitation, abortion, contraceptive use, parental honme and
attitudes and val ues. Furthernore, the FFS has nore flexibility to include
guestions to nmeasure new phenonena, and it can provide nore "conpl ete"

bi ographi es. The conbi ned use of surveys and registers will be of mutua
advantage to both approaches and it can al so address better the great need for
| ongi tudi nal data in denographic anal ysis.
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22. The nmeeting was also informed that, although a few countries were still
reluctant to use registers, there was a general tendency in Europe to nove
towards greater use of new and existing adm nistrative registers for
statistical use.

V. OTHER BUSI NESS

23. The third phase of the UNFPA sponsored project, ained at pronoting
fertility and fam |y surveys in ECE countries, is planned to begin in Apri
1996 and may run until the end of 1999. The Project's cross-national research
wi Il be guided by an Informal Wrking Goup which will nmeet annually. For the
next few years this Goup will be the appropriate forumin which issues
relating to fertility and famly could be discussed. No recomendation is
therefore nade for the terns of reference and timng of a future neeting
within the framework of the CES work progranmme - these will be determ ned
later by the secretariats of the ECE Statistical Division, the ECE Popul ation
Activities Unit and possi bly Eurostat and proposed to the Bureau of the
Conference of European Statisticians for consideration



