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Note by the ECE secretariat

1. The ECE/ EUROCSTAT joint neeting of the Working Group on Mgration

statistics was held in Luxenbourg from 15-17 January 1996. It was attended
by Austria, Belgium Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Fi nl and, France, CGermany, G eece, Hungary, lreland, Israel, Italy, Latvia,

Li t huani a, Luxenbourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Sl ovak
Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia, and the United Kingdom The UN Hi gh Conmi ssion for Refugees,
the Council of Europe, the International Organisation for Mgration, the

O gani zation for Econom ¢ Cooperation and Devel opnent, the Intergovernnental
Consul tations on Asylum Refugee and Mgration policies and the International
Centre for Mgration Policy Devel opment were al so represented.

2. The provi sional agenda was adopt ed.

3. M. D. Pearce (United Kingdon) was elected to co-chair the neeting with
M. H Charlier of Eurostat.

4, The nost inportant subject on the agenda of the neeting fromthe

st andpoi nt of the programme of work of the Conference of European
Statisticians was the neeting's review of the draft new set of UN
recomendati ons on international mgration statistics which was prepared
jointly by Eurostat and the UN Statistical Division.

5. The neeting reviewed the prelininary version of the draft new set of UN
recomendati ons on international mgration statistics, and agreed that the
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following main types of changes should be incorporated into it prior to
submitting it to the 1997 session of the UN Statistical Comi ssion:

i) greater attention should be given to viewing long-term
international migration in the broader framework of a statistica
description of all travellers fromone national territory to
another, and to dealing nore fully with short-term migration

ii) the treatnent of return migration, and particularly of persons
returning to their country of citizenship to reside on a |ong-term
basis after having |ived abroad, should be strengthened; and

iii) a broader perspective should be used in the draft, in which uses of
m gration data and user requirenments for the data, inter alia,
woul d be incorporated in it.

6. The participants al so reconmended that numerous other nore m nor changes
be nade to the draft. These will be summarized in the nore detailed report
of the neeting that Eurostat will distribute to the neeting participants by
the middl e of February 1996

7. The neeting al so concluded that the draft should be revised by a task
force consisting of representatives of the UN Statistical Division, Eurostat,
the 1LO, the CECD and experts froma snmall nunber of countries. This task
force is expected to conplete its work in about six nmonths tinme, so as to
permit the draft new set of recommendations to be processed in time for
submitting it to the February 1997 session of the Statistical Comi ssion

8. The neeting al so reviewed and comented on draft proposals for a UN
manual on statistics of asylum seekers and refugees.

Future work on migration statistics in the CES work programe

9. The neeting recomended that the Conference convene a work session on
mgration statistics in 1996/97 as previously planned, but that the neeting
shoul d di scuss the topics listed bel ow rather than those which had been
recomended previously by the February 1993 joint neeting:

i) Updat ed progress reports on Eurostat-financed national projects in
the field of international mgration statistics (reports by EU and
EFTA countries);

ii) Report on the work undertaken by the Task Force on finalizing the
draft new set of UN recommendations on international migration
statistics (informati on note by Eurostat and the UNSD);

iii) Linkages of data from m scellaneous sources to produce
 ongi tudinal -type data on different categories of inmgrants and
em grant s(includi ng register-based approaches of producing
| ongi tudi nal -type data)(reports by national rapporteurs); and

i v) usage of censuses and sanpl e surveys to produce social and econonic
information on international nigration (national rapporteurs).



