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The format of this integrated presentation

1. This is intended to be a fully integrated presentation of international
work programmes in the ECE region. That is to say it includes not only the
statistical work of the Econom c Commi ssion for Europe (ECE), but also the

rel evant statistical work carried out in the ECE region by the Comm ssion of

t he European Communities, CECD, the UN Statistical Division (UNSD), ILO WO
M-, the Wrld Trade Organization (ex GATT), the Wrld Bank, The Interstate
Statistical Commttee of the Commonweal th of |ndependent States (O S STAT) and
many ot her agencies. The programmes are presented in six separate docunents -
one for each domain in the Conference's programre of work - as foll ows:

Sub- pr ogramme 1: O gani zation and Qperation of statistical services
(CES/ 1995/ R 25/ Add. 1)
Sub- pr ogr amme 2: Technical infrastructure and other cross-cutting issues

(CES/ 1995/ R 25/ Add. 2)
Sub- pr ogr ammre 3: Econom ¢ statistics (CES 1995/ R 25/ Add. 3)
Sub- pr ogr amme Soci al and denographic statistics (CES/ 1995/ R 25/ Add. 4)
Sub- pr ogr amme 5: Nat ural resources and environment statistics

(CES/ 1995/ R 25/ Add. 5)

»
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Sub- pr ogr amme 6: Di ssem nation and support for secretariat activities
(CES/ 1995/ R 25/ Add. 6)
2. The integrated presentation is prepared annually, according to the

follow ng tinetabl e:

i) Decenber - February : The ECE secretariat obtains infornation from
the other organizations on their progranmes of work and prepares a first draft
of the integrated presentation for review by the Bureau of the Conference of
European Statisticians at its February neeting of each year.

ii) March-June : The integrated presentation is updated and amended to
i ncl ude the Bureau' s recomrended decisions to the Conference in each field of
statistics, and it is presented in draft formfor review by the Conference at
its annual neeting in June.

iii) July-August : The integrated presentation is amended to reflect the
deci sions taken by the Conference at its June meeting concerning its own work
programre, and it is issued inits final formfor the forthcom ng two-year
peri od.

3. Thus, the material presented in the six docunments referred to above has
been amended to refl ect decisions taken by the Conference at its June 1995

pl enary session. The Conference approved the parts of the integrated
presentation that conprise its own work programme. It also offered
suggestions and advice on planned future work in the parts of the integrated
presentation that are the responsibility of other international organizations.

4, Each sub-progranmme is sub-divided into a nunber of progranmre el enments
and each programe el ement is described within the follow ng franework:

OBJECTI VES OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL YEARS. Broad ains of nationa
statistical offices for international work in that field over the
next several years.

EXPECTED COLLECTI VE QUTPUT | N THE NEXT TWD YEARS: Specific outputs
expected by countries in the next two years.

| SSUES TO WH CH THE ATTENTI ON OF THE CONFERENCE | S DRAWA: Li st of issues
in each field of statistics that the Bureau of the Conference
brought to the attention of the Conference at its plenary session.

DEC SI ONS BY THE CONFERENCE AT THE 1995 PLENARY SESSI O\ Li st of
decisions on its progranmre of work taken by the Conference at the
pl enary session
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MEETI NGS | N THE NEXT TWD YEARS: Sponsoring agency, title, date

RAPPCRTEUR/ FOCAL PO NT: International organization that the Conference
has recomrended be assigned responsibility for nonitoring on
behal f of the Conference progress towards the objectives and
outputs specified for a programme el erent.

ACTIM TIES AND MEANS | N THE NEXT TWD YEARS: Description of the najor
activities of agencies in that field in the comng two years.
Information is also given in this section on ECE resource
inplications for the work to be carried out by the ECE secretari at
(the resource inplications are classified as follows: m ninal
(less than 3 work nmonths; nobderate (3-6 work nonths); and
substantial (over 6 work nmonths)), and on priority ratings for the
Conference's own progranme of work (which are labelled "Priority
A", "B'" or "C' - Priority Aindicates work to be undertaken by the
Conference in 1995/96; Priority B neans work is planned for
1996/ 97 but not for 1995/96; Priority C indicates work is not
pl anned to be undertaken by the Conference in that field during
the next two years).

Priority nmenus and lists of neetings

5. The "priority nmenu" sunmarizing the major types of activities the
Conference plans to work on during the next two years in all projects in the
sub-progranmme is given at the end of this addendum together with a
consolidated |ist of meetings that the ECE, Eurostat and the CECD plan to
organi ze under this sub-programme in the next two years.

List of progranme elenents in the programme of work of the Conference

6. The list of programme el enments in the whol e progranmmre of work of the
Conference is given in Table 1, together with an indication of the docunment in
which infornation for that programme el ement can be found.

Qher related informati on

7. As the integrated presentation is being presented in the sane format in
si X separate docunents, this explanatory note on the new fornat of the
presentation is being reproduced in each of the docunments. A separate short
docunent (CES/ 1995/ R 25) describes the background to the devel opnent of the
format used here and provides additional information including an explanation
of acronyns used.
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Tabl e 1.

Li st of progranme el enments in the programe of work of the
Conference (together with an indication of the docunent

in which

information for that programre el ement can be found)

Sub- pr ogr amme

Programme el enent

Sub-programme 1 : O gani zation 1.1 | ssues of statistical policy
and Qperation of statistical 1.2 Transition countries
servi ces (See document 1.3 Promoti on and coordi nation of
CES/ 1995/ R. 25/ Add. 1) i nternational statistical work
1.4 Techni cal assi stance to devel opi ng
countries
Sub- programre 2 : Techni cal 2.1 Managenent of statistical infornation
infrastructure and ot her t echnol ogy
cross-cutting issues (See 2.2 Statistical data collection and
docunment CES/ 1995/ R. 25/ Add. 2) processi ng
2.3 Di ssem nation and interchange of
statistical information
2.4 I ndustry, commodity and occupati on
classifications
2.5 Statistical methodol ogy
2.6 Geogr aphy
2.7 Regi onal statistics
2.8 Trai ni ng
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Sub- pr ogr amme

Programme el enent

Sub- programme 3 : Econom c 3.1 | npl ement ati on of the system of
statistics (See docunent nati onal accounts
CES/ 1995/ R 25/ Add. 3) 3.2 Money and banki ng, government finance,
and bal ance of paynents
3.3 Internati onal trade in goods
3.4 Transport
3.5 Distributive trades
3.6 Internati onal trade in services
3.7 Tourism
3.8 QG her narketed services, and non-
mar ket ed servi ces
3.9 Price statistics, including purchasing
power parities
3.10 Agricultural statistics
3.11 Industrial statistics
3.12 Energy statistics
3.13 Science and technol ogy statistics
3.14 Business registers and adm nistrative
records in support of economc
statistics
3. XX QGher work in the field of economc
statistics
Sub- programmre 4 : Social and 4.1 Soci al indicators and frameworks
denogr aphic statistics (See 4.2 Cender statistics
docunent CES/ 1995/ R 25/ Add. 4) | 4.3 Mil ti - purpose soci al surveys
4.4 Regi sters and adm ni strative records
for social and denographic statistics
4.5 Popul ati on and housi ng censuses
4.6 Health statistics
4.7 Cime and crimnal justice statistics
4.8 Education and training statistics
4.9 Qulture statistics
4.10 Labour statistics
4.11 Denographic statistics (including
projections, mgration and fertility)
4.12 Human settlenents and housi ng
statistics
4.13 Statistics of househol d i ncone and
expenditures, of the welfare of the
popul ati on, and of poverty and incone
i nequal ity
4.14 Statistics on popul ati on groups of
speci al interest
4. XX Qher work in the field of social and
denogr aphi c statistics
Sub- programme 5 : Natural 5.1 St andards and franeworks for
resources and environnent environnental data and indicators
statistics (See docunent 5.2 Nat ural resources and environnent al
CES/ 1995/ R. 25/ Add. 5) account i ng
5.3 Envi ronnment al dat abase devel opnent and

di ssem nati on
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Sub- pr ogr amme Programme el enent
Sub- pr ogramme 6 : 6.1 Di ssem nation of statistical data by
Di ssem nation and support for the secretariats
secretariat activities (See 6.2 Statistical support for other
docunent CES/ 1995/ R. 25/ Add. 6) activities of the secretariats
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SUB- PROGRAMMVE 2
TECHNI CAL | NFRASTRUCTURE AND OTHER CROSS- CUTTI NG | SSUES

2.1 MANAGEMENT OF STATI STI CAL | NFORVATI ON TECHNOL OGY

bj ectives over the next several years: To inprove the managenent of
information technology (IT) in statistical agencies, including: the
definition of appropriate architectures for conputing, communications and

i nformati on hol di ngs; the choice of appropriate interface standards; the

i mpact of technol ogi cal devel opnents on statistical agencies; and the
financi al managenent of EDP. This programre el enent al so oversees the nore
technical work of elenments 2.2 and 2.3. For the comng period, enphasis
shoul d be placed on the use of information technology to reduce costs in
statistical agencies, particularly through re-engineering of processes.
Budget ary constraint nakes this an inportant objective for all agencies.

Expected collective output in the next two years:

For ECE, the report of the SIS 96 Semnar to the 1996 pl enary session

Attention of the Conference was drawn to the foll ow ng:

- Devel opnents taking place in the fields of netadata and ED .

Deci sions by the Conference at the 1995 pl enary session: The Conference
agr eed
- Toinclude the Seminar SIS 1996 in the Conference' s 1995/ 96 neeting
pr ogr amre.

Meetings in the next two years:

ECE: Seminar 1SIS 96 (Bratislava, Slovakia, My 1996).

ECE: 25th session of the Working Party on EDP (February 1997)

UNSD: Ad hoc expert group neeting on devel opnent of advance user access and
output systens for the Statistical D vision databases (19..)

Rapporteur/focal point: (to be designated at the 1996 pl enary session)

Activities and nmeans in the next two years:

Activities of ECE: (CES Priority A)

(a) Sem nar on Integrated Statistical Information Systens and rel ated
matters (1SIS 96) in 1995/96 to consider: (i) Experiences in the

i npl enent ati on and use of existing standards netadata and classifications in
statistical data processing; (ii) El ectronic processing of statistica
surveys - nethods, software and organi zati on, sanpling, weightings and
estimation; (iii) Data processing architectures for statistical processing
i ncluding client-server architecture and "right-sizing"; (iv) Electronic
forns of the exchange, dissem nation and nmarketing of statistical; and (v)
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I nnovati ve neans to harnessing technology to reduce costs in statistical
agenci es.

(b) Twenty-fifth session of the Wirking Party on El ectroni c Data Processing
(1996/97, and convened for docunentation purposes as a semnar) to consider:
(i) lInpact of new technol ogy on statistical data processing wth special
attention to strategi c managenent issues related to technol ogi cal changes
such as the growh of client-server approaches to conputing; (ii) The use of
efficient methods and techniques in collection and processi ng operations, and
assessnent of the planned direction of work in the project on statistica
data editing in the CES work progranme; (iii) New nmethods and techniques in
the di ssem nation of statistical information focusing on EDI, and assessnent
of the planned direction of work in the projection statistical netadata in
the CES work programme; and (iv) Assessnent of other activities related to
statistical information technol ogy bei ng undertaken in subprogramme 2 of the
programre of work of the Conference of European Statisticians.

Secretariat resources: Substanti al

Activities of OECD: Expl oi ti ng opportunities provided by new
conputi ng and comuni cations technol ogies to further inprove the
effectiveness of its statistical activities. Thus the architecture for the
O ganisation's new statistical information managenent environment will be
based on open-systemtechnol ogies. pen-systemarchitecture will facilitate
integration of a variety of software tools and provi de easy sharing of data
anmong different informati on systens on a range of conputing platforns.
Taki ng advant age of possibilities provided by evol ving international network
t echnol ogi es, to enhance net hods and procedures for exchange of statistica
information. Direct conputer-to-conputer links with statistical agencies in
Menmber countries are being expanded, based on the CECD Wrld data Network
(oMW d).

Activities of Eurostat: (Themes 10, 11,13: Data security; Ceneral and
support services; Conputer architecture)

Devel oprent and introduction of an integrated set of services intended
to cover the needs generally observed in the fields of processing and
di ssem nating information and office automation. |In particular, the
i ntroduction of the |ocal office automation scenario will be continued,
possibilities of the use of electronic mail both within and outside the
Conmi ssion (X400) will be explored; the final version of a classifications
server will be devel oped; design of a new graphic architecture for Eurostat.

The snoot h operation of the local conputer infrastructure and inprovenent of
| ocal network managenent will be ensured

Activities of other organizations:
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UN Statistical Division (UNSD) : Activities will be focused on devel opi ng
cost-effective nmethods and systens for collecting, assessing and conpiling

data and their dissem nation, using new technol ogies for preparing mnajor

dat abases, publications and other statistical outputs, with particular

enphasi s on using new technol ogies to inprove tineliness in reaching users

and the quality of data and estimates presented; and inplementing in-depth
revi ew of techni ques, nethods and content of the major statistical general-

pur pose publications, such as the Statistical Yearbook and Mnthly Bulletin

of Statistics , to consolidate the results of ongoi ng review and adj ust ments
that have been nade over recent years. Devel opnent of new databases to neet
the growing need for nmultisectoral and integrated statistics and indicators
in individual fields of statistics and on related work in other international
organi zations will receive further attention. Concerning econom c and soci a
statistical data, the Departnent for Econom c¢ and Soci al |nfornmation and
Policy Analysis (DESIPA), in cooperation with the United Nations regiona
conmi ssions, has undertaken the devel opment of an Econom ¢ and Soci al
Informati on System (UNESI S) . The systemis ained at inproving the way
econom ¢ and social statistical data are collected, processed, stored,

anal yzed and di ssem nat ed.

2.2 STATI STI CAL DATA COLLECTI ON AND PROCESSI NG

bj ectives over the next several years: To pronote the use of efficient
nmet hodol ogy and software in the common col | ecti on and processing operations
carried out by statistical agencies (e.g. sanpling, data entry, editing,
coding, estimation). Best practices and best software tools are to be
identified and shared. For the comng period there should be two nain

obj ectives: (a) to support the identification of innovative approaches to
cost reduction through technol ogy being undertaken in 2.1; (b) to assess the
current status of the useful work already acconplished in this area and to
identify further work that woul d be of benefit.

Expected coll ective output in the next two years: Areport to a future
pl enary session identifying proposals for further work under this program
el ement and the benefits of such work. |Input to the report required from
el erent 2. 1. For ECE, report fromthe work session on data editing to
the 1996 pl enary session.

Attention of the Conference was drawn to the foll ow ng:

- The grow ng inportance of the use by national and internationa
statistical services of information technol ogy for both data collection
and di ssem nati on as opposed to data processing (this reflects a nove
beyond concerns of efficiency to enconpass concerns about effectiveness
as well).

Deci sions by the Conference at the 1995 pl enary session: The Conference
agr eed
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- To include the work session on data editing in the Conference's 1995/ 96
nmeeti ng progranme.

- To include the publication "Data Editing Methods and Techni ques, Vol ume
2" as a product of the Statistical Dvision in its 1995/ 96 worKk
pr ogr amre.

Meetings in the next two years:

ECE: Wrk session on Statistical Data Editing (Athens, Geece, Novenber 1995)

Rapporteur/focal point: (to be designated at the 1996 pl enary session)

Activities and nmeans in the next two years:

Activities of ECE: (CES Priority A)

a) Wrk session on data editing (1995/96) to consider: (i) Nationa
reports on data editing experiences enphasizi ng new technol ogy, inpact of

i npl enent ati on of new net hodol ogy, issues in setting data editing standards,
preparation for next censuses; (ii) Howto evaluate data editing process;
(iii) How to design sets of edits; (iv) How graphics may be applied to data
editing; (v) How new technol ogy i nmpacts the data editing process; (vi) Wat
to do when an edit fails; (vii) How the conmputer can speed the codi ng
process; and (viii) d ossary.

b) Preparation of the publication "Data Editing Methods and Techni ques --
Vol urme 2", the aimof which is to recomrend efficient techniques for

i ndi vi dual data editing operations.

Secretariat resources: Mderate

Activities of OECD: A common statistical information managenent
environnent is progressively being inplenmented, integrating the functions of
data collection, storage, manipul ation, analysis and di ssem nation, as well
as associ ated netadata and data catal ogue. This environnment wll provide
expanded functionality; inproved perfornance; greater ease of use
mai nt enance and upgrade; inproved integration with docunent and publication
producti on technol ogi es; and | ower costs.

Data col | ection et hods and procedures are being further inproved
t hrough progressive repl acenent of paper- and fax-based nmedia with el ectronic
nmedia. Existing online services will be enhanced to provide for autonmated
capture of data fromstatistical agencies. perating over OWd, this
enhanced service, Wl increase tineliness of statistical information
received, elimnate errors inherent in manual procedures, and reduce the
reporting burden.
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Activities of Eurostat: (Thene 14: Sectoral applications)

Five broad |ines of action have been identified: devel opnent of the
work programme by the Wrking Party on Statistics, Telematic Networks and ED
with the following five priorities: netadata, reference environnment, design
and integration of ED nessages, collection of basic data, inter-
organi sational telematic network; meeting the needs resulting from
enl argenent maki ng CRONCS- based i nformati on systens avail abl e on open
systens; neeting the needs identified in the Corporate Planning exercise;
changi ng over to X400 el ectronic mail.

Activities of other organizations:

UN Statistical Division (UNSD) : Activities will be focused on inproving the
tinmeliness, quality and rel evance of statistical outputs in subject-matter
areas such as national accounts, international trade, industry, energy,

soci al and denographic statistics. Existing specialized databases will be
strengthened, with particular attention to the COMIRADE dat abase for
international trade and the national accounts, industry and denographic
statistics databases. Recently established databases on wonen and disability
will be rmaintained. Wrk on conpilation of selected environmental indicators
will be initiated. Special efforts will also be nmade to ensure nore

conpr ehensi ve and conpar abl e econoni c data for devel opi ng countries and
countries in transition in European region

Interstate Statistical Conmttee of the Commonweal th of |ndependent States
(AS STAT) : I n pursuance of the tasks arising froma nunber of
internati onal agreenents (on the establishment of an econom c union, the
exchange of economic information, the provision of information to support the
i npl enentation of multilateral agreements, the exchange of infornation
relating to external economc activity, on the establishnent of the
Interstate Econom c Conmittee, and other), work will be continued to inprove
the coll ection, storage, processing and distribution of infornation,

i ncluding further work on a list of indicators to be exchanged, the creation
of a common statistical base and continued work to standardi ze the el ectronic
exchange of statistical infornation.

2.3 DI SSEM NATI ON AND | NTERCHANGE OF STATI STI CAL | NFORVATI ON

bj ectives over the next several years: To design and devel op net hodol ogi es
for a standard description of statistical data and nmetadata. To inprove the

di ssem nation of statistical information by statistical agencies with
enphasi s on the devel opment of electronic products to suppl enment traditiona
paper outputs. Wth the growth in electronic comrunication, statistica
agencies need to be able to deliver their information through nmedia that neet
the needs of their clients (e.g. via such neans as FAX, CD-ROMs, and on-line
services). This programre al so enbraces standards for managi ng net adat a
Pol i cy issues concerned with nmarketing and pricing fall under programe
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element 1.1. 1In the near termenphasis should be placed on the devel opnent
of common approaches and standards for the presentation of data on screens,
for the el ectronic exchange of data, and for the nmanagenent of statistica
information and its descriptors.

Expected collective output in the next two years: For ECE, Status reports on
progress on standards for el ectronic data exchange; Publication of the
Inventory for the Presentation of Statistical Data and Metadata -- second

i ssue; Publication of the Quidelines for the Mddelling of Statistical

Met ai nf ormati on System Publication of the standardization of Statistica

I ndi cators and netadata; Dissem nation of infornation on ED FACT standards to
transition countries; and reports of the work session on statistical netadata
and of the work session on statistical outputs and di ssemnation to

information nmedia to the 1996 pl enary session

Attention of the Conference was drawn to the foll ow ng:

- Wrk underway on the devel oprent and inpl enentati on of electronic data
i nt erchange based on ED FACT st andar ds;

- The inportance of the statistical netainfornmati on systemas an
integration tool in distributed data processing and as a facilitating
tool in data dissenination.

Deci sions by the Conference at the 1995 pl enary session: The Conference
agr eed
- To include the preparation and distribution of metadata naterials on
statistical netadata in the Conference's 1995/ 96 work programme;
- To continue cooperation in devel opnent of ED FACT Standards for
statistics;
-  To include the work session on statistical outputs and di ssem nation to
information media in the Conference's 1995/ 96 neeting progranmre.

Meetings in the next two years:

ECE: Wrk session on statistical output for dissemnation to information
medi a (February 1996)

ECE: Wrk session on statistical netadata (Berlin, Cermany, Cctober 1996).

EURCSTAT: Tel emati cs networks and ED working group (4-6 Cctober 1995)

EURCSTAT: SERT Working Party (5 Decenber 1995)

Rapporteur/focal point: (to be designated at the 1996 pl enary session)

Activities and nmeans in the next two years

Activities of ECE: (CES Priority A)
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a) Preparation and distribution of the methodol ogi cal nmaterials
"Standardi zation of Statistical Indicators and Metadata”, and "Quidelines for
the Modelling of Statistical Metainfornmation Systens”.

b) Mai nt enance and publication of the Inventory of Standards for the
Presentation of Statistical Data and Met adata

C) Wrk session on statistical metadata (1996/97) to consider: (i)
national reports on progress in inplementation of Statistical Metainformation
Systens (SMss); (ii) progress reports on common term nology for SMss and
inventory of standards suitable for statistics); (iii) architecture and
desi gn of metadata hol di ngs and netadata systens including i ssues of quality
assurance, conparability and flexibility; (iv) role of netainformation in
the statistical life-cycle including the follow ng phases: design of
concepts and surveys, data capture, data processing, retrieval of data,

di ssem nation and narketing; (v) exchange of metadata tools and netadata
hol di ngs.

d) Participation in the devel opment of international standards for
statistical ED (Goup MD 6 of the Wstern European ED FACT BQARD).

Coordi nation of inplementation of those standards in transition countries.
Devel oprent of trial electronic collection of nacroeconom c data from
transition countries.

e) Wrk session on statistical output for dissemnation to information
medi a (1996/97) to consider: (i) Objectives, principles and managenent
issues in data dissenmnation; (ii) Techniques and technol ogi es of inproved
information flow between statistical offices and media; (iii) Coordination
of policies of statistical offices towards international news organizations;
(iv) Relations with nedia outside dissem nation.

Secretariat resources: Substanti al

Activities of OECD: | nprovenent of the speed, quality and
flexibility with which the O ganisation's statistical publications are
produced. A database publishing facility, integrated with the statistica
i nf ormati on managemnent environnent, wll be established for the autonated
production of statistical publications. Standards are being defined to
facilitate the production of publications in a variety of paper-based and
el ectroni c nedi a.

Br oadeni ng use of electronic nedia for dissemnation of statistica
information. Existing online services will be extended to provide for query
and retrieval of CECD statistics; operating through OWd, this wll
increase the accessibility of CECD statistics for external users. WII
adhere to international standards for the el ectronic exchange of statistica
informati on, as these energe (e.g., ED FACT)
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Activities of Eurostat: (Thene 12, 53: New EDP net hods, Busi ness
Statistics and tel emati c networks)

Design and coordination of activities in the field of standardisation
of electronic data interchange (ED FACT) and the setting-up of a telematic
network to back up the European statistical system (DSIS).

Activities of other organizations:

UN Statistical Division (UNSD) : Published naterial: Statistical Yearbook;
Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, Wrld Statistics in Brief; Denographic

Year book; Popul ation and Vital Statistics Report; National Accounts Yearbook;
Industrial Statistics Yearbook "Comodity Production Statistics"; Energy
Statistics Yearbook; Energy Bal ances and E ectricity Profiles; International
Trade Statistics Yearbook; Commodity Trade Statistics; Wrld Housi ng
Statistics in Gaphs; Statistical Chart on Ageing. Substantial pat of these
publications contains statistical data from European countries. Technical
material: Ad hoc copies and extracts of databases in both machi ne-readabl e
and printed formats are provided on a continuous basis to meet special
requests in the fields of national accounts, |1CP, external trade, general
industrial statistics, commodity production statistics, index nunbers of

i ndustrial production, energy, denographic statistics and general statistics.
These requests cover a wide variety of Secretariat, United Nations system
Menmber State and general business and public applications. Databases are

bei ng prepared in diskette and CD-ROM for di ssemnation as sal es publications
inthe fields of disability statistics, directory of international
conputerized statistical data bases, core econom c and soci al indicators.

The 1993 SNA wi |l be issued on CO-ROM the Statistical Yearbook and woren's
dat abase will continue to be issued on CD-ROM and t he Monthly Bulletin will
be nade available on line. Newretrieval software is being devel oped for
COMIRADE i n cooperation with the Wrld Bank and for the denographic and
social statistics database, and is under consideration for UNESIS (conprising
nost of the other fields noted above).

International Mnetary Fund (IMF) : Al I M statistical publications
(I'nternational Financial Statistics (IFS), International Financial Statistics
Year book (1FSY), Bal ance of Payments Statistics Yearbook, Covernnent Finance
Statistics Yearbook, Direction of Trade Statistics Quarterly, Drection of
Trade Statistics Yearbook) are now avail abl e to subscribers on nagnetic tape.
IFS is also available on CO-ROM and progress is being made to nake the

Bal ance of Paynents Statistics Yearbook and the Direction of Trade Statistics
Publ i cati ons al so avail able on CO-ROM Because the countries of the forner
Soviet Union (FSU are not yet able to produce a full range of IFS data, the
I M= published and I FS Suppl ement on the FSU countries in Decenber 1993.

2.4 | NDUSTRY, COVMODI TY AND OCCUPATI ON CLASSI FI CATI ONS
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bj ectives over the next several years: To help ensure that by the end of the
decade, nenber countries use either the sane or a convertible classification

of activities (latest vintages of 1SIC, NACE or other classifications which

can be well converted into either); that nenber countries use the same
commodity classification (CPC services, HS or equivalent); and that they

adopt ISCO or link their national classifications toit.

Expected coll ective output in the next two years: A schedul e show ng when
menber countries plan to inplenent the |atest vintages of internationa
classifications; an inventory of current deviations frominternationa
classifications annotated with neasures of the relative inportance of such
deviations; and a list of deviations fromthe major classifications which are
suggested for adoption by countries in transition.

Attention of the Conference was drawn to the foll ow ng:

- It is inportant for countries to provide the CECD with information
requested by its Wrking Party 9 on the extent to which their nationa
classifications deviate frominternationally recomrended
cl assifications.

- The revision of the Central Product dassification

Deci sions by the Conference at the 1995 pl enary session: The Conference
agreed that the conpatibility between national classifications and ISl C Rev.3
and Rev. 2 shoul d be kept under close scrutiny, and that business accountng
practices by countries in the region should be exam ned so as to ensure
better harnoni zati on

Meetings in the next two years:

EURCSTAT: CQustons code - Conbi ned nonencl ature section conmttee (25-28
Sept enber 1995)

EURCSTAT: Accounting and statistical coordination task force (27-28 Septenber
1995)

EURCSTAT: SPC - NACE committee (13-14 Novenber 1995)

EURCSTAT: Custons code - Conbi ned nonencl ature section conmttee (21-24.
Novenber 1995)

Rapporteur/focal point: (to be designated at the 1996 pl enary session)

Activities and nmeans in the next two years:

Intersecretariat Task Force An Intersecretariat Task Force called
the Task Force on Industrial and construction Statistics has been establ i shed
inthis field by the UN Statistical Conm ssion's Wrking G oup on
International Statistical Programmes and Coordination. Its two main
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obj ectives concerned the inprovenent of international conparability of
industry statistics and the reduction of duplication of work by internationa
organi sations. Gven the difficulties associated with a rapid inplenmentation
of 1SIC Rev.3 in a nunber of countries, the Task Force has nade
recomrendations to the UN Statistical Commission to inprove or at | east

mai ntain international conparability in industrial statistics in the
transition period. It has also presented options aimng at facilitating the
general inplenmentation of 1SIC Rev.3. Regarding the reduction of

duplication, the Task Force has fostered the cooperation between the CECD and
UNI DO whi ch have already started a joint programrme of cooperation. The Task
Force has been asked by the Commission to continue its work on the users and
uses of industrial statistics and nmonitoring the inplenentation of 1SIC

Rev. 3.

Activities of ECE: (CES Priority O

Activities of OECD: (See work of the Task Force on Industrial and
Constructions Statistics above)

Activities of Eurostat: (Themes 26, 28, 42: dassifications,
Statistical and accounting co-ordinati on and Managenent of
external trade classifications)

For NACE Rev. 1, 1995 is the year in which it is brought into genera
use in several countries. Eurostat's main task is to assist users, build up a
body of case | aw and anal yse the requests for revisions nade by statisticians
and busi nesses. The CPA will also be inplenented, w th user assistance,
acconpani ed by the establishnent of case | aw and publication in all the
| anguages. Work on the classification servers will be conpleted and they can
start to be set up in the Menber States. Another aimfor 1995 is to continue
exam ni ng COFCG (d assification of the Functions of Governnent) (See
programre element 3.1) and CO COP (d assification of Individual Consunption
by Purpose) and to establish harnoni sed groupi ngs of NACE Rev. 1 and CPA
headi ngs for purposes of econonic analysis - particularly national accounts
(the aggregation for econom c anal ysis).

Fol l owi ng a sem nar in Septenber 1994 on Statistical and Accounting
Coordi nation, a Task Force is being established to exam ne the possibilities
for inproving the consistency of the statistical system In particular, the
new Task Force will work on the coordination of general statistical concepts
and towards the better integrating mcro- and macro-econom ¢ concepts over
the w der scope of both econom c and social statistics, including, inter
alia, the concepts of classifications and statistical units of observation.

Activities of other organizations:

UN Statistical Division (UNSD) : Enphasis will be given on consolidating the
i mportant work of recent years on international activity, functional and
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product classifications, especially the preparation of concordances in
machi ne readable form Activities will be focused on revision of the
directory of the international classifications used in statistics; updating
of correspondence tables and indi ces between specific systemclassifications.

The ILO: The ILOw Il continue to provide direct short-term assistance to
countries wishing to prepare a national classification of occupations on the
basis of 1SCO 88 or simlar basis, and the follow ng of national devel opnents
with a viewto updating the International Standard O assification of
Qccupations (1SCO 88). A nmanual on the devel opment of nationa
classifications of occupations and their use in statistical surveys or for
other uses will be issued in 1995.

2.5 STATI STI CAL  METHODOLOGY

bj ectives over the next several years: To identify and pronote

met hodol ogi cal innovation with broad application across statistical prograns.
General Iy nethodol ogi cal issues will be considered under the subject matter
areas to which they apply. The et hodol ogi cal dinmension of survey processing
software i s covered under progranme elenent 2.2. This elenment exists to
accomodat e cross-cutting nethodol ogi cal issues. No activities in the
Conference's work progranmme are proposed for the com ng planni ng peri od.

Expected coll ective output in the next two years: For Eurostat, case studies
nmet hodol ogi cal recommendati ons, prototypes and software will be devel oped in
the area of information technol ogy and statistics, telematics for statistics
and environnent and transport statistics. The precise formof these actions
wi Il be determ ned once the necessary | egal franework has been approved by

the EU Council .

Attention of the Conference was drawn to the foll ow ng:

Deci sions by the Conference at the 1995 plenary session: (None)

Meetings in the next two years:

Rapporteur/focal point: (to be designated at the 1996 pl enary session)

Activities and nmeans in the next two years:

Activities of ECE: (CES Priority C

Activities of OECD:

Activities of Eurostat: (Theme 66: Research and devel opnent in the
field of statistics (part of)
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Activities primarily consist of launching of statistical research
proj ects under the Fourth R& Framewor k Programme of the European Union. The
DOsl S programme will be opened to the scientific community, the NSIs,
econoni c operators and ot her users.

Activities of other organizations:

2.6 GEOGRAPHY

bj ectives over the next several years: To inprove the efficiency, quality
and conparability of the geographic dinmension of official statistics. This
i ncl udes concepts and standards, new tools and technology (G 9S),

di ssem nation of geography products, and spatial analysis. For the com ng
year, enphasis should be placed on identifying and maki ng plans for

addr essing those areas where international work could yield benefits. This
shoul d build on the conclusions of the recent work session on GS at which
sone such areas were identified (e.g. definitions of urban, rural and
nmetropolitan; relationships with cartographic and postal agencies;

strengt heni ng the awareness of geography in statistical agencies; |icensing
and pricing of geographic products; evaluation of G S and mappi ng sof tware.

Expected collective output in the next two years: For ECE, reports fromthe
work session on @S to the 1996 pl enary sessions.

For ECE, two G S work sessions (Qtawa 1993 and Voorburg 1994) have
identified areas for future international cooperation. The followi ng results
have been achieved so far: (i) the setting-up of the mechanisms for
cooperation with I SO on the devel opment of international standards in
geormatics: and (ii) the establishment of a pool for the exchange of
information on G S software).

Attention of the Conference was drawn to the foll ow ng:

- The increasing contribution G S technology is making to increasing the
qual ity and conparability of geographic dinensions of official
statistics.

Deci sions by the Conference at the 1995 pl enary session: The Conference
agr eed
- To include the work session on @S in the Conference's 1995/ 96 neeting
pr ogr amre.

Meetings in the next two years:

ECE: Wk session on @S (Washi ngton, March 1996).
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EURCSTAT: Semnar: Statistics in Eastern and Central European Countries

Rapporteur/focal point: (to be designated at the 1996 pl enary session)

Activities and nmeans in the next two years:

Activities of ECE: (CES Priority A)

a) Setting up of a special group of experts, the aimof which will be to
further increase know edge on Geographical Information Systens (A S) software
tools and concepts suitable for statistics.

b) Wrk session on GS (1995/96) to consider: (i) national reports on
progress in the inplenentation and use of @S, (ii) standardization related
to statistical AS; (iii) nethodol ogi cal aspects of @S applications in
statistics; (iv) marketing issues related to G S and typology of the AS
users.

Secretariat resources: Moderate

Activities of OECD:

Activities of Eurostat: (Themes 19, 85: Managenent of existing products
(part of) and CGrop production (part of))

The G SCO activity continues to denmand increasing attention from
services both inside and outside the Conmission. The next steps involve
securing the supplies of the various geographic data | ayers and bringi ng
Conmi ssi on services progressively up to production status with G S systens.

Renote sensing: The work on determ ning the appropriate place of renote
sensing as a data source for official statisticians will be continued.

Adm nistratively this involves: contributing (with the D rectorate-Ceneral
for Agriculture) to the user service nanagement conponent of the |arge

devel opnent progranme MARS (Monitoring Agriculture by remote Sensing) of the
Joint Research Centre's Institute for Renote Sensing applications; and
directly managi ng part of the research budget relating to earth observati on.

These activities are chosen and executed in collaboration with the
rel evant operational units of Eurostat and invol ve wherever possible NSIs.
The 1994 work on delimtation of urban areas has been extended in 1995 with a
new focus on trans-frontier regions. Projects on regional planning and the
environnent are being started. A study on training needs and how to meet them
i s bei ng nount ed.

Activities of other organizations:
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2.7 REG ONAL STATI STI CS

Obj ectives over the next several years: To pronote the devel opnent and
integration of statistics for sub-national and supra-national regions. The
enphasis is on pulling together statistics froma variety of topics into
profiles for regions below the major political divisions for which detail ed
statistics are regularly produced. |[|ssues of data reconciliation, data
organi zation and access, geographic bases, and nmethods for conpiling profiles
are included. No inmediate activities are proposed in the Conference's
programre of work in this field.

Expected coll ective output in the next two years: For Eurostat, statistical
year book "REGQ ONS', conplete classification of regions for the new nenber
states, publication of methodol ogy for regional household accounts, and first
results of the screening exercise. For CECD, report on rural enploynent

i ndi cat ors.

Attention of the Conference was drawn to the foll ow ng:

- Although Eurostat has been the only organi zation working actively in
this field, the Territorial Devel opment Service of the CECD recently
began work on rural and urban statistics.

Deci si ons by the Conference at the 1995 pl enary session: (None)

Meetings in the next two years:

EURCSTAT: Regi onal indicators and econom ¢ accounts working group:- infra-
regi onal data (6 Novenber 1995)

EURCSTAT: Regi onal indicators and econom ¢ accounts worki ng group: - two-day
nmeetings in 1996

CECD: Steering Goup on Rural Indicators (Nov. 95)

Rapporteur/focal point: (to be designated at the 1996 plenary session)

Activities and nmeans in the next two years:

Activities of ECE: (CES Priority C

Activities of OECD: An activity on rural indicators is carried out; a
territorial schene was devel oped to col |l ect data for conparabl e sub-nati ona
geographi cal units. The schene covers the entire territory of the 24 Menber
countries and uses two hierarchical |evels: regions (about 2 000 units) and
| ocal comunities (about 50 000 units). A common definition of rural/urban
areas uses popul ation density as a classification criterion. Based on this
schene, a database that contains variabl es on denographi c, econom c, social
and environmental issues is maintained.
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Activities of Eurostat: (Themes 77, 78: Regional statistics and
accounts, and Infra-regional data)

The net hodol ogy for the conpilation of econom ¢ accounts by industry
and househol d accounts will be finalised and published. Prelimnary proposals
relating to the accounts of central governnment will be nade

Theoretical and practical work wll be done on the regiona
expl oi tation of the Labour Force Survey, the devel opnent of social indicators
(pro rata with the progress of work nationally), the inplenentation of an
i nformati on system on conurbati ons, consolidation of the "quantification”
exercise for (hjective 1 regions, definition of infornation needs on
infrastructure and finalisation of nethodol ogy for regional-level R&D
i ndi cat ors.

A new NUTS to take account of new Menber States will be published and
there will be a full revision of codification

Concer ni ng sub-regi onal statistics, after the inclusion of data
originating in the last round of censuses, it will be necessary to discuss in
depth with data users and suppliers the content and expl oitati on (including
publication) of the database.

A fourth volume of the Regional Portrait of Europe on the EEA will be
produced and work will start on a revised edition of volunmes 1 to 3 to permt
publication in 1996. The formand nediumof this publication will al so be
revi ened.

Activities of other organizations:

2.8 TRAI NI NG

bj ectives over the next several years: To increase participation in
training. In order to pronote this, to nake available systenatically to
countries the information relating to training policies and progranmes in
bot h Menber countries and in Eurostat; to hel p coordi nate internationa
training sem nars and workshops and ensure that subjects addressed are in
line with statistical priorities as defined by CES and Eurostat; to assi st
nmenber countries in devel opi ng staff exchange policies where conparative
advant ages make such exchanges effective, to facilitate countries maki ng w se
choi ces for training.

Expected collective output in the next two years: Consolidated catal ogue of
training courses in statistics offered by EU and EFTA Menber countries and in
the framework of Training for European Statisticians (TES); bulletin with
noti ces of openings for training in statistical agencies abroad; and an
annual review of training gaps and suggestions on how to address them

Attention of the Conference was drawn to the foll ow ng:
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Deci si ons by the Conference at the 1995 pl enary session: (None)

Meetings in the next two years:

Rapporteur/focal point: (to be designated at the 1996 plenary session)

Activities and nmeans in the next two years:

Activities of ECE: (CES Priority C

Activities of OECD:

Activities of Eurostat: (Theme 03: Training of European Statisticians)

O gani sation of the 1995/6 Training of European Statisticians (TES)
programre, conprising 25 nodules in 15 countries of the European Econonic
Area, lasting between 3 and 15 days.

Activities of other organizations:

UN Statistical Division (UNSD : QGoup training, semnars, workshops and
fellowships: training activities in cooperation with UNDP and UNFPA for
Menmber States in the areas of econom c statistics, popul ation censuses, civi
regi stration and ot her dembgraphi c and social statistics progranmes,
househol d surveys, and conputer data processing and informatics.

The ILO: Aregular activity of training programmes on |abour statistics has
been established by the I1LO over the past few years and this will continue
Training courses in | abour statistics in English and French will be conducted
regularly with the Bureau of Statistics' staff providing the training and
desi gning course material. A conpendiumof training naterial prepared for
t hese courses will be published.

A training semnar on wages statistics for the countries of the
Cari bbean area is planned for 1995.

Internati onal Monetary Fund (I MF) : Annual training courses of six weeks in
ei ther English, French or Spanish in bal ance of paynents, governnent finance,
and noney and banking statistics are offered at the IM- Institute in

Washi ngton. Three-week courses are provided annually in English and in
Russian at the Joint Vienna Institute. Beginning in Novenber/Decenber 1995,
the Fund will also offer a course in National Accounts at the IM- Institute
(in English). Regional training courses in these subjects are al so conduct ed
on an ad hoc basis.

UNESQO:
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Annex |
i n subprogramme 2 (Technica

Priority menu of the CES for
infrastructure and ot her

1995/ 96 and 1996/ 97
cross-cutting issues)

a) 1995/ 96
WORK PROGRAMME OF THE CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN STATISTICIANS
PRIORITY MENU FOR 1995/96
Programme element Substantive action required of the ECE Major coordination required Output for the plenary
secretariat session 1996
2.1 Management of statistical - Organization of 1SIS'96 - Report
information technology
2.2 Statistical data collection and - Preparation of methodological materials on - Methodological
processing statistical data editing materials on statistical
data editing

2.3 Dissemination of statistical
information

2.6 Geography

- Preparation of the work session on
statistical data editing

- Preparation of methodological materialson
statistical metadata

- Preparation of the work session on
statistical output and dissemination to
information media

- Participation in the development of
EDISTAT (Western European EDIFACT
Board - group MD6)

- Coordination of EDISTAT implementation
with transition countries

- Preparation of the work session on GIS

- EUROSTAT

- EUROSTAT

- Conclusions of the work
session on statistical data
editing

- methodological
materials
- Conclusions of the work

session

- Progress report

- Trial EDI applications

- Conclusions of the work
session
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b) 1996/ 97
WORK PROGRAMME OF THE CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN STATISTICIANS
PRIORITY MENU FOR 1996/97
Programme element Substantive action reguired of the ECE Major coordination required Output for the plenary
secretariat session 1997

2.1 Management of statistical - Organization of 25th session of the - Report
information technology Working Party on EDP
2.2 Statistical data collection and - Preparation of methodological materials - Methodological

processing

2.3 Dissemination of statistical
information

2.6 Geography

and publication on statistical data editing

- Preparation of the work session on
statistical data editing

- Preparation of the work session on
statistical metadata

- Participation in the development of
EDISTAT (Western European EDIFACT
Board - group MD6)

- Coordination of EDISTAT implementation
with transition countries

- Preparation of the work session on GIS

- EUROSTAT

- EUROSTAT

materials and publication
- Conclusions of the work
session

- Conclusions of the work
session

- Progress report

- Trial EDI applications

- Conclusions of the work
session
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i nternational
infrastructure and ot her

neet i ngs

cross-cutting issues)

Principal Sponsoring Organization

ECE Eurostat OECD Other organizations
2.1 Management of - UNSD: Expert
statistical information Group on user access
technology and output systems to
UNSD databases (19..)
- 1SIS'96 (May 96)

- 25th session of Working
Party on EDP (Feb. 97)

2.2 Statistical data
collection and
processing

- Work Session on data
editing (Nov. 95)

2.3 Dissemination and
interchange of statistical
information

- Work session on
dissemination of statistical
datato information media
(Feb. 96)

- Work session on
statistical metadata (Oct.
96)

- Telematic networks
and EDI working group
(Oct. 95)

- SERT Working Party
(Dec. 95)

2.4 Industry,
commodity and
occupation
classifications

- Customs code --
Combined
nomenclature section
committee (Sept. 95)

- Accounting and
statistical coordination
task force (Sept. 95)

- SPC-NACE
committee (Nov. 95)

- Customs code --
Combined
nomenclature section
committee (Nov. 95)

2.5 Statistical
methodol ogy

2.6 Geography

- Work Session on GIS
(March 96, April 97)

- Seminar on statistics
in eastern and central
European countries

2.7 Regional statistics

- Regional indicators
and economic accounts
working:- infra-regional
data (Nov. 95)

- Regional indicators
and economic accounts
working group:- (2 day
meetingsin 96)

- Steering Group on
Rural Indicators (Nov.

95)
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Principal Sponsoring Organization

ECE

Eurostat

OECD

Other organizations

2.8 Training

- UNSD: Misc. group
training, seminars,
workshops and
fellowships




