
First experiences from Light Utility Vehicle (N1) 
data collection and setting up a methodology in

Latvia

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
Working Party on Transport Statistics (75th session)

24-26 April, 2024



Agenda

• Background
• Timeline of the project
• Questionnaire and other information for participants in the 

survey
• Target population and sample
• Preliminary data after 2 months of data collection
• Respondents asking
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Background
Light Utility Vehicle (LUV) (N1), (>3.5 t)

The annual mileage of N1 on average constitutes more than
43% of the total mileage of freight vehicles but compared to
freight vehicles in categories N2 and N3, the volume of goods
transported by LUVs in terms of weight is smaller.

Detailed information about these vehicles and their usage in
most European Union countries is limited. However, interest in
them is growing along with their numbers (since 2019, +10% in
Latvia) and frequency of use.

LUVs are considered a significant part of road traffic, affecting
not only urban and other road congestion but also the emissions
and noise levels produced by vehicles in cities and beyond.
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Timetable of the LUV project

2022

• EU grant proposal for Development of new transport statistics

2023

• Methodology research, draft

• Further specification of user/industry needs for LUV statistics

• Questionnaire design and software testing

2024
• Data collection (2 out of 12 months completed)

2025
• Analysis of the data collected

• Publication of data
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The questionnaire
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National Vehicle Database
Corrections implemented in N1 dataset

• Types of vehicles excluded 
from the N1 category list
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Sample
Target population
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The population framework consists of information from Road
Traffic Safety Directorate (CSDD) register and Road Transport
Administration (ATD) registers, supplemented with data from
the Business register, Citizenship and migration affairs
administration register, as well as the Register of deceased
persons.

Challenges:
 Change of an owner of a vehicle;
 Vehicles being "written-off ";
 Enterprises changing their field of work (industry/NACE);
 Determining the main user of the car;
 Determining the sample size (open gaps in the mileage

indicators in the registers);
 Dispersion of the sample over time.



Sample
Size, number of days

2 consecutive days 
of a week
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11%

~ 6292 vehicles
from 57 thsd

Sample
consisting of 

2 parts

52

52 weeks
~121 vehicles
per week



Sample 
Balancing out respondent burden

12

4 316 vehicles

for enterprises with 6 or more 
LUV vehicles registered and 
private individuals with 6 or 
more vehicles registered

enterprises belonging to NACE 
category “H”

each respondent surveyed once 
per quarter (83 units per week)

1 976 vehicles

for enterprises with less than 6 
LUV vehicles registered and 
private individuals with less 
than 6 vehicles registered

each respondent surveyed only 
once (38 units per week)



Response rates I
January-February results as of 13.04.2024
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Week Response
1 66.1%
2 70.5%
3 56.1%
4 61.2%
5 61.5%
6 65.9%
7 69.7%
8 63.6%
9 59.4%

Sum 64.0%
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Response rates II
January-February results as of 13.04.2024

Weekly reminders sent via 
e-mail



*Unweighted aggregates 15

Preliminary data*
Use of the vehicle during the survey period (%)

Vehicle used 42.1 %

Vehicle not 
used 56.2 %

Don’t know 1.8 %



*Unweighted aggregates 16

Preliminary data*
Reasons for not using the vehicle (%)

Sum (%) 100
Downtime 42.4
Repairs 23.5
Driver's day off 20.2
Driver not available 5.0
Rented 3.9
Other 3.3
Sold 1.7



*Unweighted aggregates 17

Preliminary data*
Reasons for using the vehicle (%)

Sum (%) 100
Transport of
freight 32.4
Postal and courier
services 30.9
Other type of use 22.1
Work in other 
industries 10.3
Transport in 
construction 4.2



*Unweighted aggregates 18

Preliminary data*
Type of cargo transported (%) – by number of 
occurrences

Sum (%) 100
No cargo 74.3
Mail, parcels 25.5
Food products, 
beverage and 
tobacco 14.3
Unidentifiable and
other 11.4
Machinery and 
equipment, as 
freight 6.7

Grouped goods 3.0
Other non-metallic
mineral products 1.5
Wood and products 
of wood and cork 
(except furniture) 1.3
Chemicals, 
chemical products 
and man-made 
fibers 0.9
Secondary raw 
materials 0.7
P d t  f 



*Unweighted aggregates 19

Sum (%) 100

Mail, parcels 40.1
Food products, 
beverage and 
tobacco 32.1
Unidentifiable and
other 15.0
Machinery and 
equipment, as 
freight 4.5
Grouped goods 2.5

Wood and products 
of wood and cork 
(except furniture) 2.5
Other non-metallic
mineral products 1.6
Chemicals, 
chemical products 
and man-made 
fibers 1.3

  

Preliminary data*
Type of cargo transported (%) – by weight



*Unweighted aggregates 20

Sum (%) 100
Mail, parcels 35.3
No cargo 22.2
Food products, 
beverage and 
tobacco 17.6
Unidentifiable and
other 10.1
Grouped goods 5.9
Machinery and 
equipment, as 
freight 5.2
Chemicals, 
chemical products 
and man-made 
fibers 2.0
Wood and products 
of wood and cork 
(except furniture) 0.7

Other non-metallic
mineral products 0.3
Secondary raw 
materials 0.2

  

Preliminary data*
Type of cargo transported (%) – by km travelled



Respondents asking
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 “Is the survey period only two days?” vs Road freight 7 days
(min burden)

 I only do transportation of tools for work (no cargo option)
 I only have trips to workplace and back (no cargo option)
 Trips only for personal reasons – countryside, school,

shopping, etc. (other type of use)
 I move around in LUV only on private grounds (qualifies for

the survey)
 Routine inspection trips with many stops along it? (loop trips,

3+ stops)
 Strange weight of freight fluctuations for consequent trips?

(passenger weight in social service provision)
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Questions, comments welcomed!
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