
UNECE Task Force on 
measuring emigration

07 May 2024

Laura Cheatham, Office for National Statistics 



Introduction

Objective: develop guidance to NSOs on data sources 

and methods for measuring emigration

• Emigration traditionally more difficult to estimate

• Task Force bringing together 8 NSOs, Eurostat, OECD.

• Canada, Italy, Latvia, Mexico, New Zealand, Poland, 

United Kingdom, United States.



Data Collection

Data Sources

Methods

Evaluation

Mirror Statistics



Data Sources

Definitions

Current data sources

New data sources; particularly admin or 

commercial data

Experience of data linkage



Methods

Assumptions

Lag between data collection and 

publication

Breakdowns (i.e Nationality, reason 

for migration, demographic)



Evaluation

Comparisons to other sources

Uncertainty estimation

Communication of quality



Mirror Statistics

Experience of mirror statistics

Any ambition to use mirror statistics in 

the future



Next Steps

• Data collection from 8 NSOs involved in the Task Force to 

understand their experience of measuring emigration

• Bring together to provide some case studies of example 

methods or data sources

• Create some recommendations for other NSOs
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