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Albania Shkodra (2020, 2021)

Belgium Ghent (2020, 2021, 2022, 2023); Wallonia (2017, 2019, 2020)
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Bijeljina (2023)

Canada Thunder Bay (2022); Kelowna (2021); Winnipeg (2018, 2020, 2021)

Denmark Gladsaxe (2021, 2022, 2023)
Finland Helsinki (2019, 2020, 2021, 2023); Vantaa (2021, 2023); Tampere (2022); Turku (2020, 2022); Espoo (2020); Joensuu (2023)

France
Besançon (2018, 2019, 2020); Niort (2018, 2019, 2020); Normandie (2020); Occitanie (2020); Pays de la Loire (2020); Provence-Alpes-Côte 
d’Azur (2021)

Germany
Kiel (2022); Dortmund (2022); Bonn (2020, 2022); Düsseldorf (2022); Stuttgart (2019; 2020, 2021, 2023); Hannover (2020); Frankfurt am 
Main (2020); Mannheim (2019), North Rhine-Westphalia (2016); Bad Köstritz (2023)

Greece Skiathos (2020); Agios Dimitrios (2023)

Italy
Lombardy (2022); Rome (2022); Genova (2022); Reggio Calabria (2022); Lazio (2022); Bari (2022); Emilia-Romagna Region & Bologna 
(2022); Sardinia (2022); Liguria (2022); Abruzzo-, Marche-, Umbria Region (2022); Messina (2022); Florence (2021); Puglia Bari (2022)

Kazakhstan Almaty (2024)

Netherlands Utrecht (2023); Amsterdam (2022)
Norway Bergen (2020, 2021, 2023); Oslo (2023); Asker (2021); Viken (2020, 2021); Romsdal (2021); Trondheim (2021)

Portugal Mafra (2023); Matosinhos (2023); Cascais (2020, 2022); Braga (2019)

Spain

Madrid (2021, 2023); Basque Country (2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023); Vitoria-Gasteiz (2022); Barcelona (2019, 2020, 2021, 
2022); Córdoba (2020); Jaén (2019, 2020); Alhaurin De La Torre (2019); Malaga (2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022); Valencia (2016, 2018); 
Castilla-La Mancha (2019); Catalonia (2018)

Sweden Stockholm (2021); Uppsala (2021); Helsingborg (2021); Malmö (2021); Gothenburg (2019)
Türkiye Fatih (2023); Marmara (2022); Avcilar (2022); Karatay (2021); Izmir (2021); Sultanbeyli (2021); Istanbul (2022)

Ukraine Lviv (2023)

UK Bristol (2019, 2022); London (2021); Scotland (2020, 2021); Liverpool (2020); Wales (2019); Canterbury (2019)

USA Hawaii (2020, 2023); Los Angeles (2019, 2021); Orlando (2021); Pittsburgh (2020); New York (2018, 2019)



Global depository: https://sdgs.un.org/topics/voluntary-local-reviews  

https://sdgs.un.org/topics/voluntary-local-reviews


• UNECE Guidelines tailored to the ECE region

• At its 84th session, CUDHLM requested the 
UNECE Secretariat to update the Guidelines 
(Document ECE/HBP/219)

• More impactful and practical 

• The Guidelines will be central in defining the 
VLR methodology to support cities

• Update in progress

• To be published in 2024



Why do cities want to develop VLRs?

• Localizing SDGs and monitoring SDGs progress locally 

• Understanding what needs to done to improve cities’ position for SDGs

• Raising the profile of the location nationally and internationally

• Building a more holistic approach and policy coherence

• Visualising trade-offs and tensions between different policies –> 
leading to political decisions

• Creating an advocacy tool to achieve local strategies



Key takeaways

• Flexible tool that is tailored to local contexts and needs

• Not all data/indicators are available locally

• Targets and indicators can be adapted to local conditions

• Approach the work flexibly and creatively (not dogmatically)

• Keep it simple and avoid excessive technicality

• Use it as an opportunity to build capacity 

• Some cities develop more in-depth “focus” areas in VLR updates

• Two main formats of VLRs: “follow SDGs” or “follow local priorities”
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Source: https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-09/BRISTOL%20AND%20THE%20SDGs.pdf 
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Source: https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/vlrs/2024-
04/stuttgart-a_livable_city_1.pdf 

Germany’s SDG 
Indicators for 
municipalities 
https://sdg-
portal.de/en/  

https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/vlrs/2024-04/stuttgart-a_livable_city_1.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/vlrs/2024-04/stuttgart-a_livable_city_1.pdf
https://sdg-portal.de/en/
https://sdg-portal.de/en/
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Source: https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/vlrs/2023-06/helsinki-from-agenda-to-action-2023.pdf 

https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/vlrs/2023-06/helsinki-from-agenda-to-action-2023.pdf


Source: https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/vlrs/2022-11/vlr_bonn_2022.pdf 

https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/vlrs/2022-11/vlr_bonn_2022.pdf


Project Management

Steering 
Board

Project 
Manager

Working Group(s)

Advisory Group(s)

Chaired by the Mayor, Chief Councillor or their representative 

Lead author of the VLR (can be an internal team or an external 
consultant)

Representatives of key government departments or 
similar, a key writing team for specific areas.

Larger stakeholder consultation and review 
groups, including academia, civic society, 
businesses, other government agencies



Workflow

Initial analysis: deciding on the scope and format

Indicators and data
• Quantitative (available statistics, indicators)

• Proxy data (substitute for indicators)

• Qualitative (e.g. narratives, policy descriptions, 
interviews)

Baseline and trend analysis

Strategic evaluation and action plan

Consultations and publication of the VLR

Dissemination and ongoing monitoring

Continuation platforms
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https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/vlrs/2023-06/helsinki-from-agenda-to-action-2023.pdf


Recommended VLR structure 

• Opening sections

• Introductory sections

• Methodology and approach

• Review of SDG targets and/or policy domains 
• An evaluation of the city’s progress towards the SDGs 

and targets reviewed.

• A summary of local and national policies of relevance to 
the SDGs under review. 

• Good practices and case studies.

• Challenges remaining and action-oriented solutions. 

• Conclusions and next steps

• Technical annexes

Source: https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/vlrs/2023-
04/barcelona_anual_monitoring_report_2030_agenda_vlr_2022_eng.pdf 

https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/vlrs/2023-04/barcelona_anual_monitoring_report_2030_agenda_vlr_2022_eng.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/vlrs/2023-04/barcelona_anual_monitoring_report_2030_agenda_vlr_2022_eng.pdf


Thank you!
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