
Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment 
to the Espoo Convention

Twenty-eighth session of ECE Committee on Environmental Policy
1-3 November 2023

E N V I R O N M E N T

Martine Rohn



ENVIRONMENT

2

Protocol on SEA 
Status

o Adopted in Kyiv, in 2003 
o In force since 2010
o 33 Parties, in UNECE region, including EU

o Signatory States: BEL, FR, GEO, GR, IRL, UK 
oOpen to all UN Member States

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment was adopted in Kyiv, 20 years ago, as a global instrument, and it is in force since 2010. The Protocol still has fewer Parties – 33 in the UNECE region, including the EU. But it is growing – including with the Central Asian countries developing their SEA systems – and likely to accede to the  Protocol in the coming years. Out of the signatory States, the ratification of the Protocol by France and Greece is imminent
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Protocol on SEA 
Developments and achievements

oFosters sustainable planning across economic sectors, energy 
transition, achievement of most SDGs and climate commitments 
and safeguards biodiversity.

oTechnical assistance and capacity building to 11 countries on 
SEA: that for ARM, AZE, GEO, MDA, UA cont’d with 
EU4Environment funding (2019-April 2024)

oReport on treaties’ role in energy transition, circular economy 
and green financing (with ITA funding) – to be discussed by a 
high-level panel (14 December))

oDocument informing about assessment of health and 
involvement of health authorities in SEA (tabled for the MOPs)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
• Like the Espoo Convention, the Protocol is a horizontal, precautionary, environmental governance instrument – but which intervenes even earlier and at a strategic level - to foster sustainable  government planning across the economic sectors, focusing on both national and transboundary environmental and health effects, capturing also cumulative effects. Its sustainability gains are therefore even greater• It usefully supports Parties’ green growth and energy transition, the achievement of climate commitments and most SDGs, help find alternatives that safeguard and halt the loss of biodiversity and natural habitats and has also a great potential for promoting circular economy.  • The bulk of the technical assistance and capacity building efforts over the past decade focused on SEA, that is still relatively less developed than EIA in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia. That funded by the EU4Environment project is still ongoing until April 2024.• With funding from Italy, a comprehensive report was developed on the treaties’ role in energy transition, circular economy and green financing – that will be discussed at the high-level panel during the MOP sessions next month• Parties have also been discussing for 5 years on guidance on assessing health and involving health authorities in SEA – as a result of the difficult discussions, a document for information purposes on the topic will be tabled for the MOP sessions next month 
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Protocol on SEA 
Lessons and challenges

 Lack of proper legal and regulatory basis  (esp. Central Asia)
 Insufficient awareness and understanding of SEA and its benefits (seen 

as costly, time consuming and complicated)
 Insufficient public interest and high-level political backing
 Lack of implementation capacities at regional and local levels 
 Lack of proper institutional structures/culture for consultation across 

sectors and tiers of governments and for public participation
 Assessing health in SEA, including transboundary effects; consultations 

with health authorities
 Need for capacity building and guidance to promote accessions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The implementation of SEA is relatively less developed in the some parts of the region than for the project level EIA, with the following challenges • Lack of proper legal and regulatory basis (esp. Central Asia)• Insufficient awareness and understanding of SEA and its benefits (seen as costly, time consuming and complicated)• Insufficient public interest and high-level political backing• Lack of implementation capacities at regional and local levels • Lack of proper institutional structures/culture for consultation across sectors and tiers of governments and for public participation• For many Parties – including the European Union Member States- difficulties remain in assessing health in SEA, including transboundary effects and consultations with health authorities is challenging
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Protocol on SEA
Plans and prospects

• Increasing awareness and accessions (including by Central 
Asian countries)

• Key role continues in sustainable spatial planning, including
maritime spatial planning, greening energy planning reaching 
SDGs, and climate commitments 

• In the future, SEA will be key in sustainable planning of the 
post-war reconstruction of infrastructure and cities in Ukraine

• The Protocol’s potential to promoting circular economy to be
further exploited

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Going forward there is Much room for raising awareness on the benefits of SEA and increasing accessions to the Protocol including by Central Asian countriesThe Protocol continues to play a key role in sustainable spatial planning, including maritime spatial planning, greening energy planning as well as for reaching SDGs, and climate commitments The Protocol, in particular, will be crucial for greening the Ukraine’s post-war recovery, in ensuring sustainable planning of the re-building of cities and infrastructure.  The Protocol’s potential to promoting circular economy is to be further exploited
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Thank you!
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