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About EuroMed TSP

EU funded European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) – South

Creation of integrated transport in Mediterranean

Duration, January 2017 to December 2022
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Project Objectives

Regulatory convergence and harmonization

Support Partner Countries implement the RTAP 2014-2020 on 
four actions:

Action 8:   Efficient land transport systems; 
Action 9:   International land transport haulage; 
Action 10: Road safety;  
Action 11: Urban transport 
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Action 10 Road Safety & EuroMed TSP

 Pursue efforts for reliable data collection system to facilitate 
data comparison

 Share national data at regional level similarly to ERSO and CARE 

Road safety objectives
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The main challenges

 Data quality: under-reporting, lack of common definitions
 Difference between country reported / WHO estimated fatalities
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The importance of reliable data

Target 3.6 – to halve the number of 
deaths and injuries from road traffic 
accidents – countries are increasingly 
required to report accurate national 
traffic fatality data. 
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Targets of the road safety data work

 Identify current situation (diagnosis)
 Present best practices and tools (national, European, international)
 Understand discrepancies and bridge them
 Strengthen the capacities
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 Review international experience and good practice
 Share experiences on methods and quality issues
 Enhance common understanding on discrepancies
 Coordinate efforts & avoid duplication
……More benefits for countries!

Interagency meeting in Marrakech 12 October 2017
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Diagnosis: Country missions

 Diagnostic missions in EuroMed partner countries 2017-2018
ALGERIA, 18-20 Nov 2017 EGYPT, 2-5 October 2017

Meeting with Minister of Transport
JORDAN, 22-25 April 2018

LEBANON, 13-15 September 2017
MOROCCO, 9-13 October 2017 TUNISIA, 21-23 November 2017

ISRAEL and PALESTINE not included -> well performing and credible data 
WHO estimated rate per 100 000 population (2016) ISRAEL: 4.2, PALESTINE (West Bank and Gaza Strip): 5.3
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Diagnosis: report 

 Questionnaire (September 2017)
 Country missions (2017-2018)
 Recommendations report (December 2018)
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Outcome: Road map, Athens 2018

EuroMed TSP Regional Workshop, Brussels 11-12 October 2022

2018 2019
EuroMed TSP 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6
Diagnosis report - country recommendations to improve road safety data ♦
Joint EuroMed / WHO publication ♦
International Good practice report ♦
EuroMed leaflet - A common dataset with harmonized definitions in the region
TA on applying international definitions and standards
TA on bridging the difference with WHO
Facilitate contact and cooperation with international organisations
Partner countries
Provide copy of National Data Collection form and definitions
Establish cooperation between Police, Transport and Health / VRD sector
Understand VRD quality issues and set objective (Group 2 or Group 1)
Adopt 30 days definition and improve follow-up procedures
Implementation of study on under-reporting ♦
Apply international definitions as per EuroMed recommendations
Set up of national road safety observatory

♦ Report
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The need for harmonisation

 From the ‘diagnosis’ of the road crash data in the EuroMed
region (2018)  it was found that there is considerable 
variability and uncertainty regarding the basic definitions 
(accident, fatality etc.).

 The EuroMed TSP recommended a relatively small but 
highly useful set of variables to be harmonised with 
international standards. 

 This dataset is drawn from a synthesis of UNECE, CADaS
and WHO recommendations, adjusted to the needs and 
potential of the countries.
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Review of existing protocols

o UNECE:
o 735 definitions
o Vehicles
o Road types
o Accidents

o WHO:
o 38 basic variables
o 16 additional variables

o CADaS:
o 40 high importance variables
o 37 low importance variables

Synthesis EuroMed: 24 variables (15 priority and 9 additional)
according to the needs and capacities of the countries
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The proposed dataset (1/2)

• From the
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• From the
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Key recommendations

 Harmonise basic definitions (accident, road, 
casualty severity), with particular focus on the 30-
days fatality definition and the systematic follow-up 
of crash casualties for 30 days.

 Estimation of the degree of fatality under-
reporting, by means of stronger and more 
systematic inter-sectoral cooperation between the 
Police, the Health / VRD Sector, the Transport and 
Insurance Sectors etc.

 Followed by the harmonisation of other variables, 
with emphasis on the basic priority variables. 
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Differences between countries / WHO
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 Different definitions
 Country reported fatalities : usually based on police data, 

with or without the international definition of “fatalities 
occurring within 30 days of the crash”

 WHO estimated fatalities : based on Vital Registration Data 
(VRD), based on death certificates issued by hospitals or 
private doctors; no time limit for when death occurs from a 
road traffic injury.

 Quality of Vital Registration Data (VRD)
 If VRD of a country are not “eligible”, WHO uses a statistical 

model to obtain an estimation of deaths in unlimited time 
from the traffic crash.
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Eligibility of VRD

 WHO criteria for VRD quality:
 Group 1: Countries with good VRD statistics 

(completeness for the year estimated at 80% or 
more, average completeness for the decade 
including the last year at 80% or more).

 Group 2: Countries with other sources of 
information on causes of death (including recent 
studies submitted to WHO).

 Group 3: Countries with a population of less than 
150 000.

 Group 4: Countries without eligible VRD.
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The solutions

 Shift to Group 1: Improve VRD
 Adoption and use of the 7th – 11th revision of the international 

classification of diseases (ICD) is a prerequisite for VRD eligibility. 
 Adoption and use of WHO death certificate model
 Ensure data completeness >80%
• Long-term solution

 Shift to Group 2: implementation of a national / regional study
 Cooperation between Police and Health Sector (but also Insurances, 

VRD…)
 Linking and matching of fatality data in the databases of the Police 

and the Hospitals in a given region, with specific Police and Hospital 
coverage.

 Estimation of the number of fatalities in unlimited time after the 
traffic crash

• Short-term and realistic solution
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Key recommendations

 Strengthening of intersectoral cooperation 
(Police, Health, Transport, Insurance, VRD…), 
establishment of a working group

 Contact WHO for clear and specific instructions 
on the conditions for accepting such a regional 
study

 Framework of study (director, Terms of 
Reference, funding..)

 Pilot study before the final study (both in 
contact with WHO)
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Good practice: Tunisia

 Regional data linkage project 2019-2020
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Good practice: Morocco

• Regional data linkage project (Rabat region, 2018)
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Conclusions

 EuroMed TSP efforts
 reviewed in-depth the data collection systems of the partner countries 

and facilitated the engagement of all relevant stakeholders
 transfered knowledge and supported capacity building
 promoted intersectoral cooperation within countries / with WHO
 published key reports including all the essential knowledge to solve 

data quality problems and the concrete steps for implementation

 Partner countries efforts
 Shared good practice and exchanged knowledge / experiences
 Took initiative in improving their data systems
 Implemented pilot studies to revise / update their data
 Made demonstrable progress in intersectoral cooperation

…important remaining challenges and work in progress…
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The importance of data

Famous American Professor and Statistician
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Thank you ! 
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