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French GGS: French GGS: outlineoutline

•• Survey conducted in December 2005Survey conducted in December 2005

•• 10,079 persons interviewed, men and women 10,079 persons interviewed, men and women 
aged 18aged 18--7979

•• Some adaptations with respect to the Core Some adaptations with respect to the Core 
QuestionnaireQuestionnaire

•• Mean duration of questionnaire: 65 minutesMean duration of questionnaire: 65 minutes



55thth GGP IWG meeting, Ljubljana, 18GGP IWG meeting, Ljubljana, 18--20 January 200720 January 2007

French GGS: French GGS: outlineoutline

•• 88 % of 88 % of respondentsrespondents agreedagreed to to bebe
interviewedinterviewed againagain in 2008in 2008

•• Pilot Pilot surveysurvey to to bebe completedcompleted atat end of 2007end of 2007

•• To To maintainmaintain contact contact withwith respondentsrespondents, , twotwo
lettersletters sent sent soso far:far:
–– letterletter of of thanksthanks
–– first first surveysurvey resultsresults ((presentedpresented nownow))
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The questionsThe questions

1.1. In In whatwhat monthmonth and and yearyear diddid youyou for the first for the first 
time time startstart living living separatelyseparately fromfrom youryour
parents for parents for atat least least threethree monthsmonths??
–– monthmonth, , yearyear

2.2. How How oftenoften do do youyou seesee youryour fatherfather / / mothermother ??
–– numbernumber of of hourshours, , numbernumber of minutesof minutes

3.3. How long How long doesdoes itit taketake to to getget fromfrom youryour home home 
to to wherewhere youryour mothermother / / fatherfather / are living / are living atat
presentpresent??
–– numbernumber of times, of times, frequencyfrequency ((weekweek--monthmonth--yearyear))



55thth GGP IWG meeting, Ljubljana, 18GGP IWG meeting, Ljubljana, 18--20 January 200720 January 2007

The The indicatorindicator usedused

•• IndicatorIndicator usedused: : 
–– wewe do not do not calculatecalculate the the averageaverage numbernumber of of visitsvisits……
–– …… but the but the factfact of of seeingseeing oneone’’ss parents parents atat least once least once 

a a weekweek vs vs lessless thanthan once a once a weekweek ((medianmedian))

•• UsualUsual indicatorindicator ((egeg. Grundy and Shelton, . Grundy and Shelton, 
2001)2001)

•• NeverthelessNevertheless, the , the averagesaverages revealreveal the the samesame
tendenciestendencies
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ProgramProgram

1.1. Age Age atat leavingleaving homehome

2.2. The The factorsfactors whichwhich influence the influence the frequencyfrequency of of 
childrenchildren/parent /parent visitsvisits: : 
–– ageage atat leavingleaving home home 
–– familyfamily environmentenvironment duringduring childhoodchildhood and and sibshipsibship
–– the the periodperiod in the life cycle (in the life cycle (ageage))
–– social social categorycategory

3.3. To To concludeconclude: : resultsresults confirmedconfirmed, "all , "all otherother
thingsthings beingbeing equalequal""
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Children leave the parental home Children leave the parental home 
at the same at the same 

age as 40 years ago, on averageage as 40 years ago, on average
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Age Age atat leavingleaving homehome

20

21

22

23

24

25

1926-
1930

1931-
1935

1936-
1940

1941-
1945

1946-
1950

1951-
1955

1956-
1960

1961-
1965

1966-
1970

1971-
1975

Men

Women

Fig. 1. Change in the average age
at leaving home

Population: men 
and women aged 

30-79

Note: children who 
left home at ages 

18-29



55thth GGP IWG meeting, Ljubljana, 18GGP IWG meeting, Ljubljana, 18--20 January 200720 January 2007

ReasonsReasons for for leavingleaving homehome
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The The frequencyfrequency of of childrenchildren/parent /parent 
visitsvisits afterafter departuredeparture



55thth GGP IWG meeting, Ljubljana, 18GGP IWG meeting, Ljubljana, 18--20 January 200720 January 2007

Age Age atat leavingleaving homehome
Fig. 3. Percentage of children who see their parents at 

least once a week by age at leaving parental home

Population: men 
and women aged 

30-79
whose parents 

are both still alive
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Age Age atat leavingleaving homehome

•• The The earlierearlier people people leaveleave the parental home, the the parental home, the lessless
oftenoften theythey seesee theirtheir parents parents afterwardsafterwards……

•• …… partlypartly becausebecause theythey move move furtherfurther awayaway
•• 54% of 54% of childrenchildren whowho leaveleave beforebefore ageage 20 live more 20 live more thanthan 30 30 

minutes minutes awayaway, , comparedcompared withwith 35% of 35% of thosethose whowho leaveleave atat
agesages 2626--2929

•• …… and and childrenchildren living far living far fromfrom theirtheir parents parents seesee themthem
lessless oftenoften::

•• 85% of 85% of childrenchildren living living lessless thanthan 15 minutes 15 minutes fromfrom theirtheir
parentsparents’’ home home seesee themthem atat least once a least once a weekweek comparedcompared withwith
41% of 41% of thosethose living living betweenbetween 30 minutes and an 30 minutes and an hourhour awayaway
and 3% of and 3% of thosethose living more living more thanthan twotwo hourshours awayaway..
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Age Age atat leavingleaving homehome

In In particularparticular, the distance, the distance……

•• isis imposedimposed by by childrenchildren’’ss occupationaloccupational
constraintsconstraints ((egeg. . farmersfarmers live close to live close to theirtheir
parents parents unlikeunlike the the higherhigher--levellevel occupations);occupations);

•• but but itit alsoalso reflectsreflects the the closenesscloseness of bonds of bonds 
betweenbetween parents and parents and childrenchildren ((egeg. . thosethose
raisedraised by by justjust one of one of theirtheir parents tend to parents tend to 
move move furtherfurther awayaway, on , on averageaverage))
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ChildhoodChildhood

•• The The frequencyfrequency of contacts of contacts alsoalso dependsdepends on on 
the the childhoodchildhood familyfamily environmentenvironment

•• WhenWhen the parents are the parents are separatedseparated, , childrenchildren seesee
theirtheir mothermother twicetwice as as oftenoften as as theirtheir fatherfather
(39% (39% atat least once a least once a weekweek comparedcompared withwith
19%)19%)

•• This This isis partlypartly due to the due to the factfact thatthat whenwhen
parents are parents are separatedseparated, , childrenchildren are more are more 
oftenoften raisedraised by by theirtheir mothermother (in about 80% (in about 80% 
of cases)of cases)
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ChildhoodChildhood
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The The sibshipsibship

ChildrenChildren withwith no siblings no siblings seesee theirtheir parents more parents more 
oftenoften::

–– 51% of 51% of onlyonly childrenchildren seesee theirtheir mothermother atat least least 
once a once a weekweek comparedcompared withwith 42% of 42% of thosethose whowho
have have atat least 3 least 3 brothersbrothers and and sisterssisters

The The sibshipsibship composition composition playsplays a a rolerole: : 
–– womenwomen whowho onlyonly have have brothersbrothers seesee theirtheir parents parents 

more more oftenoften thanthan thosethose whowho have have atat least one least one sistersister
(for an (for an equalequal familyfamily size) size) 

–– for men, for men, therethere are no are no differencesdifferences
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Age of Age of respondentrespondent
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Fig. 5. Percentage of children who see their 
father/mother at least once a week by age
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are both still alive
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Social Social categorycategory

Managers and Managers and professionalsprofessionals seesee theirtheir parents parents 
lessless oftenoften, , farmersfarmers more more oftenoften

–– 77% of 77% of farmersfarmers seesee theirtheir mothermother atat least once a least once a 
weekweek……

–– …… comparedcompared withwith 52% of 52% of manualmanual workersworkers and 49% and 49% 
of of clericalclerical workersworkers

–– …… and 29% of managers and and 29% of managers and professionalsprofessionals

The The averageaverage distance distance doesndoesn’’tt explainexplain
everythingeverything: : differencesdifferences remainremain large large amongamong
childrenchildren living living lessless thanthan 30 minutes 30 minutes awayaway
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ResultsResults confirmedconfirmed "all "all otherother thingsthings
beingbeing equalequal""
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ConclusionConclusion
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Fig. 6a. Estimated probability of seeing one’s mother 
at least once a week, all other things being equal
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ConclusionConclusion
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Fig. 6b. Estimated probability of seeing one’s father at 
least once a week, all other things being equal
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GENERATIONS AND GENDERGENERATIONS AND GENDER
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For informationFor information……
This results are published in Population & Societies No. 427, Ined, 

October 2006
To download: http://www.ined.fr

For more information about the French GGS:
French GGS Contact: 

arnaud.regnier-loilier@ined.fr
French GGS WebSite: 
http://www-erfi.ined.fr

Thank you !

http://www.ined.fr/
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