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UseUse ofof administrative administrative recordsrecords in in 
surveyssurveys

•• CollectingCollecting data from registers data from registers insteadinstead
ofof askingasking questionsquestions

•• DrawingDrawing sample sample populationpopulation
•• ConstructingConstructing variablesvariables
•• AddingAdding longitudinal datalongitudinal data
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Minimum Minimum requirementsrequirements for for usingusing
administrative data in a surveyadministrative data in a survey

•• UniqueUnique identifieridentifier for for thethe total resident total resident 
populationpopulation
–– Personal Personal IdentificationIdentification NumberNumber (PIN)(PIN)

•• PIN PIN includedincluded in survey for in survey for eacheach respondentrespondent
•• AvailabilityAvailability ofof data data sourcessources withwith PIN for total PIN for total 

populationpopulation withwith additionaladditional variablesvariables
–– Administrative registers, Administrative registers, espesp. CPR (. CPR (CentralCentral

PopulationPopulation Register)Register)
–– CensusesCensuses
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AdvantagesAdvantages ofof combiningcombining thethe GGS GGS withwith
administrative dataadministrative data

1.1. DrawingDrawing sample and sample and findingfinding addressesaddresses ofof
respondentsrespondents

2.2. KeepingKeeping tracktrack ofof respondents for respondents for nextnext wavewave (panel (panel 
maintenancemaintenance))

3.3. AnalysingAnalysing characteristicscharacteristics ofof nonnon--respondentsrespondents
4.4. SavingSaving interviewinginterviewing time and time and costscosts
5.5. More More detaileddetailed data, e.g. data, e.g. onon educationeducation
6.6. Life Life historyhistory data for data for periodperiod beforebefore and and afterafter

interviewinterview
7.7. Better Better qualityquality, e.g. , e.g. ofof incomeincome and and wealthwealth
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LimitationsLimitations in in ofof usingusing administrative administrative 
data in data in thethe GGSGGS

1.1. No data No data onon subjectivesubjective variables variables suchsuch as as preferencespreferences and and 
intentionsintentions, and , and onon time spent time spent withwith childrenchildren

2.2. QuestionableQuestionable validityvalidity ofof somesome administrative data, e.g. administrative data, e.g. 
disabilitydisability

3.3. QuestionableQuestionable reliabilityreliability ofof somesome administrative data, e.g. administrative data, e.g. 
addressaddress and age at and age at leavingleaving parental parental homehome

4.4. Register data Register data sometimessometimes differentdifferent from survey from survey 
informationinformation, , e.ge.g. . incomeincome

5.5. DifferentDifferent definitionsdefinitions in GGS and registers, e.g. in GGS and registers, e.g. onon
durationduration ofof partnershippartnership

6.6. Limited or Limited or nono data for older data for older cohortscohorts, , especiallyespecially thosethose
bornborn beforebefore thethe CPR CPR waswas establishedestablished

7.7. EventsEvents abroadabroad generallygenerally not not registeredregistered, , suchsuch as as 
educationeducation

8.8. It It maymay be more be more complicatedcomplicated and and costlycostly to to extractextract data data 
from registers from registers thanthan to to collectcollect themthem in an in an interviewinterview
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Adding register data before the surveyAdding register data before the survey

Examples from LOGG Examples from LOGG -- The Norwegian GGSThe Norwegian GGS

•• IdentifyingIdentifying repondentrepondent and and familyfamily and and 
householdhousehold membersmembers withwith PIN, PIN, namename, , addressaddress
and and relationshiprelationship::
–– SpousesSpouses (in (in thethe householdhousehold or not)or not)
–– ChildrenChildren, , includingincluding thosethose whowho do not live do not live withwith thethe

respondentrespondent
–– ParentsParents (for respondents (for respondents bornborn afterafter 1952)1952)
–– SiblingsSiblings
–– GrandchildrenGrandchildren (for respondents (for respondents bornborn afterafter 1935)1935)
–– CohabitantsCohabitants

•• from from thethe dwellingdwelling register  register  
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AddingAdding register data register data afterafter thethe surveysurvey

•• Replacing survey questions with administrative records Replacing survey questions with administrative records 
(also for family members) for:(also for family members) for:
–– BirthsBirths
–– Marital historyMarital history
–– Migration historyMigration history
–– Parental leave: duration and income compensationParental leave: duration and income compensation
–– IncomeIncome
–– Educational activity and attainmentEducational activity and attainment
–– Social insurance: disability, old age, social welfare, cash Social insurance: disability, old age, social welfare, cash 

for care for care 
•• Adding longitudinal data backwards and forwards in Adding longitudinal data backwards and forwards in 

timetime
•• Constructing new variables from register information Constructing new variables from register information 

–– Example: Distance between and Example: Distance between and travellingtravelling time for family time for family 
members identified in the CPRmembers identified in the CPR
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ModifyingModifying GGS GGS questionnairequestionnaire to to thethe
useuse ofof register dataregister data

•• IncompleteIncomplete coveragecoverage ofof eventsevents occurringoccurring beforebefore thethe
registers registers werewere establishedestablished or or outsideoutside NorwayNorway: older : older 
cohortscohorts and immigrants and immigrants 
–– BirthsBirths
–– MarriageMarriage historyhistory
–– EducationEducation
–– IncomeIncome

•• Have to make Have to make decisionsdecisions onon whichwhich cohortscohorts to ask and to ask and 
whichwhich to to useuse register data forregister data for
–– ExampleExample: : ParentsParents’’ educationeducation

•• All register All register informationinformation cannotcannot be be addedadded beforebefore thethe
survey, survey, mostlymostly becausebecause it it doesdoes not not existexist yetyet ((e.ge.g. . 
educationeducation and and incomeincome at time at time ofof survey)survey)
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CountriesCountries withwith comprehensivecomprehensive administrative administrative 
registers:registers:

Plans for Plans for joiningjoining GGPGGP

•• NordicNordic countriescountries
–– Norway: Norway: InterviewingInterviewing startedstarted
–– Finland: Finland: UncertainUncertain. . FundraisingFundraising goinggoing onon
–– DenmarkDenmark, , IcelandIceland and and SwedenSweden: : CurrentlyCurrently nono plansplans

•• OtherOther Western Western EuropeanEuropean countriescountries
–– BelgiumBelgium: Data : Data collectioncollection in 2007in 2007
–– NetherlandsNetherlands: No plan for GGS : No plan for GGS butbut NKPS overlaps NKPS overlaps 

withwith GGSGGS
•• CentralCentral and and EasternEastern EuropeanEuropean countriescountries

–– Slovenia: Slovenia: SomeSome data from administrative registers data from administrative registers 
maymay be usedbe used

–– HungaryHungary: : TwoTwo waveswaves ofof GGS GGS completedcompleted butbut illegal illegal 
to to useuse administrative dataadministrative data
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NorwayNorway

•• About 14 % cents of About 14 % cents of 
GGS questions GGS questions 
covered by covered by 
administrative administrative 
recordsrecords
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BelgiumBelgium

•• PIN and several administrative PIN and several administrative 
registers for total population: registers for total population: 
–– National population registerNational population register
–– Social security registerSocial security register
–– Social and economic survey 2001 (Census) Social and economic survey 2001 (Census) 

•• But will only use registers for drawing But will only use registers for drawing 
sample and validationsample and validation
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Administrative Records Group (ARG)Administrative Records Group (ARG)

•• Helge Brunborg, Statistics Norway, coordinatorHelge Brunborg, Statistics Norway, coordinator
•• Andrej Kveder, PAUAndrej Kveder, PAU
•• Anita Lange, Statistics Anita Lange, Statistics DenmarkDenmark (observer)(observer)
•• Timo Timo NikanderNikander, Statistics Finland (?), Statistics Finland (?)
•• StatisticsStatistics SwedenSweden??
•• Helma Helma SchapendonkSchapendonk--MaasMaas, Statistics , Statistics NetherNether--landslands (?)(?)
•• Patrick Patrick DeboosereDeboosere, , VrijeVrije UniversiteitUniversiteit, , BelgiumBelgium??
•• Slovenia?Slovenia?
•• AustriaAustria??
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