www.unece.org/operact/opera/partner.html
In providing technical cooperation services, UNECE strives to enhance cooperation with other
international organisations and institutions both within and outside the UN system, as well as
various sub-regional organisations and initiatives, the business and academic communities and
non-governmental organisations. UNECE's cooperation with other partners ranges from joint
projects to information and expertise exchange.
UNECE carries out this cooperation taking into account the following main principles: (i) to build
on the results of the work carried out by other relevant actors operating in the UNECE region; (ii)
to minimize ineffective allocation of resources; (iii) to promote, whenever appropriate, a more
rational division of responsibilities; and (iv) to promote the involvement of those actors who would
like to bring their expertise or complementary approach in support of UNECE's activities in the
area of technical assistance.
UNECE has established cooperation with a number of organizations and institutions involved in
technical cooperation activities in the UNECE region, such as UNDP, UNEP, European
Commission, Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, World Bank, European Bank
for Reconstruction and Development, Asian Development Bank, as well as with the business and
academic communities and non-governmental organisations.
With a view to increasing the effectiveness of its technical cooperation services, UNECE has
developed an active partnership with sub-regional organisations and initiatives, such as the
Organisation of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation, SECI/Stability Pact for South Eastern
Europe, Eurasian Economic Community, and Commonwealth of Independent States. Technical
assistance provided by UNECE to sub-regional organisations and initiatives focuses on the areas
of transport, trade facilitation, statistics, environment and sustainable energy.
Partnership with other UN regional commissions is particularly active in the framework of the
implementation of technical cooperation projects financed from the UN Development Account. The
UN Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia is one of the examples of joint efforts,
undertaken by UNECE in cooperation with the UN Economic Commission for Asia and Pacific.
Most of the UNECE technical cooperation activities are funded from the extrabudgetary resources.
Addressing the issue of sustainability of the UNECE technical cooperation activities requires
funding on a more predictable basis. The MoU between the UNECE and the Russian Federation
signed in March 2008 provides a good example when a donor country pledges funding on a
multi-year basis. The agreement between the UNECE and the Slovak Republic signed in July 2009
secures a stable and long-term functioning of the Trans-European Railway Project Office.
In developing its cooperation with other partners, UNECE gives particular attention to
strengthening relationships with the private sector for broadening funding opportunities and
promoting the involvement of external expertise. Since the early 1990s, UNECE has enjoyed
support of the private sector for its technical cooperation activities. Apart from the Gas Centre,
which is fully financed by gas companies, UNECE has been working with ICT corporations on
developing international norms and standards for e-business and e-commerce. A group of other
companies, including Microsoft, have been actively providing technical assistance to countries in
transition in developing their national intellectual property rights enforcement mechanisms.
More detailed information on partnership with other entities in providing technical cooperation
services could be found in the annual overview reports on UNECE technical cooperation activities.
Memoranda of understanding between UNECE and other organizations, subregional
country groupings and initiatives
MoU between participating UN organizations and UNDP for the UN Country Fund for Montenegro
CEI
CIS
Eurasian Development Bank
OSCE
Russian financial support for UNECE technical cooperation activities
SPECA
UNDP
Other documents
Private sector participation
Guidelines on Cooperation between the United Nations and the Business Community
Examples of public-private partnerships
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