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Yes, gender mainstreaming can improve the environment we live in since sustainable development
cannot take place without the involvement of women as contributors and beneficiaries to this
process. Women often bear the brunt of environmental degradation, but they are also agents of
change.
There are several examples where technical solutions agreed on by a gender-sensitive
participatory needs assessment led to a more environmental friendly approach in small-scale
technical activities.
One example was action taken to address the need for warm water in rural areas of Ukraine. Rural
women in Ukraine suffer more than men from the lack of warm water, since they depend on it for
fulfilling their daily chores. Ukrainian women and girls also bear the bulk of the burden of
collecting fuel materials for heating water, which is time consuming and hard work. A lack of
warm water not only affects people’s well-being, but is primarily a health concern, and this issue
was brought by local communities to the attention of decision makers. The local communities
encouraged a process to build solar collectors to heat water for household use. Women and men
were equally involved in the planning, construction, maintenance and monitoring of the collectors.
Another example in which the consideration of women’s needs made a difference to the lives of
the rural population in Kyrgyzstan concerns safe drinking water and safe sanitation. In rural
Kyrgyzstan women and girls often have to carry water from large distances to their homes. Bad
sanitation facilities, not only at home, but also within schools, resulted in girls often not attending
classes. Within the framework of Community-based Drinking Water Users’ Unions Kyrgyz women
learned how to voice their concerns and priorities, took over responsibilities and shaped the
management of water and sanitation of their local community.
Mainstreaming gender issues within pilot projects and related policymaking also helps to
empower women. They gain control and power over an idea they often present and promote as a
novelty within their communities and beyond. Through this awareness-raising of new technical
solutions women often gain access to spheres of local and national decision-making bodies, which
are traditionally male dominated.
In many cases United Nations processes, such as the UNECE Convention on the Protection and
Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes and its Protocol on Water and Health
can be valuable entry points for women into the decision-making level, in particular on
environmental issues.
The daily work of a network of women’s and environmental non-governmental organizations, such
as Women in Europe for a Common Future which supported the projects mentioned here, has
proven that the full involvement of women within the project circle as well as in policy and
advocacy work leads to comprehensive and sustainable solutions for our environment.

Read more about what UNECE does:
The UNECE Gender and Economy programme supports gender mainstreaming across the diverse
areas of work of UNECE Subprogrammes. In this context, the UNECE Environment Division
organized a seminar on Gender Mainstreaming in Environmental Policy Making on 28 February
2014 with Anke Stock as a keynote speaker.
The presentations are available at: http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=35117

