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National Policy Dialogue Steering Committee discusses management plan for Chu River
Basin in Kyrgyzstan
Bishkek, 28 November 2011 – The Steering Committee of the National Policy Dialogue on
Integrated Water Resource Management (NPD/IWRM), for which the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe is a strategic partner, met for the sixth time in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.
Policymakers, including representatives of the State Committee on Water Economy and
Melioration, the National Statistical Committee, ministries of foreign affairs, health and natural
resources, as well as other authorities, international organizations and enterprises, gathered for
the meeting.
A national expert group established within the NPD/IWRM informed participants about progress
on the Chu River Basin Management Plan. The Chu River Basin is shared by Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan. Whereas a river basin management plan has been prepared for the Kazakh part of the
basin, preparation of a plan for the Kyrgyz part is currently ongoing. A management plan covering
both parts of the basin will allow for the harmonization of the management of its waters by the two
countries and further promote transboundary cooperation.
The participants also discussed progress in setting targets on water and health under the
UNECE/World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe Protocol on Water and Health, for
which the Chu River Basin serves as a pilot area.
Organization of the sixth Steering Committee meeting in Kyrgyzstan was supported by funds from
the Government of Finland.
Documents for the meeting are available at http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=26921.
More information on the EU Water Initiative National Policy Dialogue on IWRM is
available at the website www.unece.org/env/water/npd.html
or contact:
Ms. Gulnara Roll, EUWI Coordinator
Environment Division
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
Phone : +41 (0) 22 917 22 57
Fax : +41 (0) 22 917 06 21
E-mail: Gulnara.Roll@unece.org
Note to Editors:
The UNECE-supported National Policy Dialogues on IWRM programme assist governments of the
countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia in promoting implementation of the
IWRM in line with the principles of the UNECE Water Convention, the Protocol on Water and
Health, the EU Water Framework Directive and other UNECE and European Union instruments.
National Policy Dialogues on IWRM are the main operational instrument of the European Union
Water Initiative (EUWI), an international partnership that aims at contributing to the achievement
of the water related Millennium Development Goals. The United Nations Economic Commission
for Europe (UNECE) is the strategic partner to support the policy dialogue process on integrated
water resources management. The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) is the strategic partner for water supply and sanitation.

