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It’s just happened … 
 
Developing Euro-Asian land transport routes  
 
Governments of the countries in the Euro-Asian 
region have started to consider possible Euro-Asian 
land routes for trade and transport between Asia and 
Europe, as alternatives to the maritime routes which 
hitherto have been found more reliable and 
competitive. At a meeting held in Odessa on 3-5 
November, Government representatives from 16 
countries in the Euro-Asian region agreed on the 
main road and rail transport routes connecting 
Europe and Asia to be considered for priority 
development. The participating countries were 
Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria, 
China, Georgia, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Republic of 
Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, 
Turkey, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. Approaches to 
developing the selected main Euro-Asian land 
transport routes will include identifying and analysing 
the main physical and non-physical obstacles along 
these routes through a time/cost analysis, and 

completing a Geographic Information System 
(GIS) database. Removing border crossing 
obstacles and hindrances through implementing 
the relevant international agreements and 
conventions and formulating national action plans, 
are also in the focus of the countries involved. 

For more information contact  Michalis 
Adamantiadis (michalis.adamantiadis@unece.org). 

 
UNECE Group of Experts to contribute to securing longer-term supply of fossil fuels 
 
On 10-11 November the successor 
group to the Ad Hoc Group of 
Experts on the Harmonisation of 
Energy Reserves/Resources met in 
Geneva to launch a new 
programme of work focussed on 
providing an improved basis for 
considering more efficient and 
benign extraction of energy 
resources, including support for the 
development of strategies for their exploration.  The 
general objective of this Group, now to be known as 
the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Classification of 
Energy Reserves and Resources, is to contribute to 
the global efforts in securing a longer-term supply of 
energy resources by improving current methods of 
their classification and of the application of the 
classification using the United Nations Framework 
Classification for Energy and Mineral Resources 
(UNFC) of ECOSOC Resolution 2004/233 as the 
harmonising vehicle.   

The UNFC, as developed by UNECE, was 
adopted by ECOSOC at its annual session 
in July this year at which time ECOSOC 
invited countries to consider taking 
appropriate measures for ensuring 
worldwide adoption of the UNFC.  In view of 
the current focus of the Group on the solid 
minerals, petroleum and uranium sectors, 
there was attendance from a broad range of 
both UNECE and non-UNECE member 

States; the latter included the Syrian Arab Republic 
as well as the OPEC Member States of Algeria, 
Iran, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.  The OPEC 
Secretariat itself was also represented, as was the 
International Energy Agency, the International 
Energy Forum, the International Association of Oil 
and Gas Producers and a range of other specialised 
associations/ organisations. 

For more information contact Charlotte Griffiths 
(charlotte.griffiths@unece.org). 




