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The Philippines adopts UNECE regulation on helmets

The Philippines has adopted UNECE Regulation No. 22 on helmets as a Philippine National
Standard.

Regulation No. 22 of the 1958 Agreement concerning the adoption of uniform technical
prescriptions for wheeled vehicles, equipment and parts gives standard specifications and
test methods for protective helmets and their visors for motorcycles and mopeds drivers and
passengers.

According to the World Health Organization, nearly 1.2 million people die of road-traffic
accidents every year, with young motorcyclists (mostly under 25) making up a significant
percentage of fatalities among road users in Asian countries. WHO reports that a majority of
motorcycle deaths are a result of head injuries.

While wearing a helmet correctly can cut the risk of death by almost 40%, and the risk of
severe injury by 72%, many countries do not strictly enforce laws covering the use of quality
protective helmets.

The Philippines is not yet a Contracting Party to the Agreement but the work of the UNECE
World Forum for Harmonization has an impact not only in the UNECE region and not only in
countries that have signed the agreements, but far beyond.

For more information contact Juan Ramos Garcia (wp.29@unece.org).
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