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Rail Security

The proliferation of rail operators and infrastructure
managers could result in substandard rail security
unless countries adopt a common international legal
framework.

This was one of the points put forward at a Workshop
on Rail Security on 19 November, where invited
experts made forward-looking presentations,
addressing security issues linked to the ongoing
liberalization of the European rail market for
passenger and freight services and expansion of
the Schengen zone. In addition to Governments
and international organizations, representatives of
some railway companies were present — Russian
Railways (RZD), Polish Railways (PKP), Serbian
Railways (ZS), Slovak Railways (ZSR), and Turkish
Railways (TCDD)

Organized by the UNECE Working Party on Rail
Transport in cooperation with the International
Union of Railways, participants in the Workshop
emphasized the need to improve rail security through
intersectoral cooperation, effective international
legal instruments and the willingness to learn from
experiences of civil aviation and maritime transport.

Presentations were made on rail security issues
related to border crossing, status of security
personnelincross-borderoperations, newtechnology
for rail security, national security programmes, and
regional and international cooperation. The Working
Party proposes to establish an informal task force
to ensure follow-up to the major rail security issues
identified by the Workshop.

For more information contact Jaromir Cekota (jaromir.
cekota@unece.org) or visit http://unece.org/trans/main/
sc2/sc2.html.
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Revised Framework Classification

aims to simplify reporting of energy and mineral
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and future energy supply base is necessary for
effective resources management. Accurate and
consistent estimates of fossil energy and mineral
reserves and resources are the foundation for such
assessments.

A number of different standards have evolved over
time in response to local needs, but they are by
their very nature not built to serve all the needs
that arise in a globalized economy. As a result,
the interest in developing common and universally
applicable standards for estimating and reporting
energy and mineral reserves and resources
continues to grow. The United Nations, through the
UNECE secretariat, has responded to this need
through the development of the UNFC.

The following four elements are essential in
providing security of supply in the form of a high

Facts and Figures

within the framework conditions

set by host countries and global

markets; and (iv) improved financial reporting facilitating appropriate capital
allocation in a competitive international capital market and minimizing the cost
of capital.

The draft revised UNFC-2008 applies to fossil energy and mineral resources
located in the subsoil. It serves the needs for classification at a global level (for
energy and mineral supply studies), for Governments (resources management
and policy formulation), for industry (business process management) and for
financial reporting.

The draft revised UNFC-2008 and the accompanying Explanatory Note are both available
for public comment on the UNECE website at: http://www.unece.org/energy/unfc/
Welcome.html.

Comments are invited from all relevant constituencies — deadline for submission of
feedback is 6 February 2009. All comments received will be made publicly available on
the UNECE website.

For more information contact Charlotte Griffiths (reserves.energy@unece.org).

More and more people live alone

The share of one-person households varies
significantly across countries in the UNECE
region. In Nordic countries, one-person
households represented around 40% of the
total number of private households in 2006.
In other countries, they represented a much
smaller share: in 2006, they were only 3% in
Turkey, 14% in Spain and 18% in Israel. The
share is relatively low also in Central Asian
countries, where the latest data available
(2000) are between 7% and 14%.

Over the last quarter century the share of
one-person households has grown steadily
in all countries for which data are available.
The highest increases have been observed
in Finland (27% in 1980 to 40% in 2006)
and the Netherlands (22% in 1980 to 35% in
2006). The rising number of persons aged
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the trend in the region. Although solo living
persons are more vulnerable to adverse
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events (losing job, illness etc), the share of
one person households may continue to
grow in the future.

Source: UNECE Gender Statistics Database

(1) Data refer to 2000
(3) Data for 1980 refer to 1981

(2) Data for 2006 refer to 2005
(4) Data for 1980 do not cover former GDR
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