
Making road traffic safer

The technologies that allow us to achieve “managed” transport 
networks and better sustainable land mobility generally come under 
the umbrella of Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS). 

Working together on intelligent vehicles and roads at the global level 
streamlines national efforts to make road traffic safer, greener and 
smarter. In vehicle construction UNECE has provided an answer 

in this direction through increasing the safety and reducing the 
pollution of vehicles at a global level through the World Forum for 
Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29), which also tackles 
the issue of ITS implementation in transport.  

From the Anti-lock Braking System (ABS), one of the first ITS 
systems used in motor vehicles, to the Electronic Stability 
Control system, for buses and heavy duty vehicles and 
more recently for passenger vehicles, several ITS systems 

Key issues for sustainable development of UNECE region addressed
by Committee on Housing and Land Management

Energy efficiency in housing and its 
contribution to climate change and social 
stability and the influence of population 
patterns such as migrations on housing 
needs were two of the key issues facing 
the UNECE region that were addressed 
by the 69th session of the Committee on 
Housing and Land Management held on 
22-23 September. 

The discussions benefited from the 
presence of some 100 experts from 
33 UNECE member States, as well as 
from academia, the private sector and 
international organizations. As a result 
of the discussion on energy efficiency, 
two international workshops to address 
challenges and constraints in the housing sector will be organized 
in 2009, in Bulgaria and in Austria. 

Discussions touched on the recent sub-prime mortgage crisis and 
its effects on UNECE markets. The issue of benefits and pitfalls 
of the real estate market will now be covered extensively through 
the work of the recently established Real Estate Market advisory 
group, which will hold an international conference on the topic in 
Spring 2009 in Rome. 

The Committee also reviewed work 
on informal settlements. A workshop 
held back-to-back with the session 
developed guidance and discussed 
national case studies. An analytical 
study on informal settlements will be 
published in Spring 2009.

The project on the multifamily-housing 
stock, addressing one of the most 
compelling and urgent problems 
in the region, was also reviewed 
and proposals were made for its 
effective continuation. The Committee 
emphasized once again that the 
refurbishment of a large proportion of 
the existing multi-story buildings in the 

UNECE region is no longer simply an issue of quality of housing, 
but, the more we delay interventions, also a safety issue. 

A dedicated electronic newsletter, “Vital Spaces”, has 
been launched for Committee members as well as housing 
associations, academia and local authorities to inform them on 
UNECE work on housing and land management. 

For more information contact Paola Deda (paola.deda@unece.org).

The growth in the European road transport sector has been and will 
continue to be significant. Different means are needed to increase the 
capacity of the transport system. This is a healthy sign of a growing 
economy but it sometimes exceeds infrastructure capacities, and 
transfer from road to other transport modes is not an option. Fatal 
accidents or severe injuries could in the future be a factor of social 
instability and may no longer be simply accepted as a consequence 
of a prosperous economy. This is a huge challenge which has to be 
approached by all stakeholders together – road authorities, transport 
industry, vehicle regulation legislators and manufacturers, and road 
users.
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Large variation in economic welfare 
across UNECE economies

for vehicles have been introduced in vehicle 
regulations developed by the World Forum. 
A few other examples are: ▪ Cruise control ▪ 
On-Board Diagnostic ▪ Adaptive Front-lighting 
Systems ▪ Airbags ▪ Automatically commanded 

braking ▪ Cornering lamps.

Investing in accident avoidance …

Cooperation with Contracting Parties to the 1958 
and 1998 Agreements* has so far contributed to 
solving a variety of challenges related to vehicle 
construction and components. The Regulations 
are based on performance requirements (not in 
specific technologies) under the principle of not 
restraining the development of new technologies.  
For instance they set limits for crash test dummies, 
or more properly an anthropometric test device, an 
expensive and sophisticated intelligent instrument 
that measures crash severity. If the instrument 
readings exceeded certain limits during a vehicle 
crash test, called injury criteria, then that crash 
was likely to have been injurious to a human.  

The future development of road safety will 
be improved by accident avoidance much more than by injury 
mitigation. Experts widely accept that regulations and compliance 
testing should evolve in this direction.

The 2007 gross domestic product (GDP) per capita data in 
international prices reflects the large variation in economic welfare 
across the UNECE region. Despite a tendency of narrowing 
the gap over the recent years, the latest figures confirm the big 
disparity in living standards that still exists between countries.

Among the selected economies, Luxembourg registered the highest 
per capita GDP in 2007, to some extent supported by the large 
number of cross-border workers. It reached a level of almost 80 per 
cent above the base country – the United States – and more than 40 
times higher than the lowest level in the sample – that of Kyrgyzstan. 
Despite the robust growth over recent years, East European 
and CIS economies still remained well behind the rich countries.

The GDP levels are made comparable by converting 
with the purchasing power parities (PPPs) that adjust 
for differences in price levels between countries. 

* 1958 Agreement concerning the adoption of uniform technical prescriptions 
for wheeled vehicles, equipment and parts which can be fitted and/or be used 
on wheeled vehicles and the conditions for reciprocal recognition of approvals 
granted on the basis of these prescriptions 
1998 Agreement concerning the establishing of global technical regulations for 
wheeled vehicles, equipment and parts which can be fitted and/or be used on 
wheeled vehicles

…and safer roads

Investing in safer roads often requires little more than the 
deployment of road attributes such as safety fencing and road 
markings. Solutions to effective driving incident management 
depend mainly on fast incident detection and verification of 
incidents. The key characteristics required are undoubtedly 
a high detection rate, a short reaction time and a low false 

alarm rate.

The future is promising in 
the field of driver assistance, 
making it possible to send 
incremental map updates to 
in-vehicle systems. The public 
road authorities could implement 
changes in safety-relevant road 
attributes, particularly traffic 
signs and speed limits, making 
them available as the most 
efficient source of information 
for in-vehicle digital map 
providers.  

Following a first round table on ITS organized by the UNECE 
Transport Division in June 2008 with the participation 
of prominent European ITS experts, the Division is now, 
subject to resources, assessing the present availability 
of ITS technologies in all transport aspects managed by 
UNECE. 

For more information contact Edoardo Gianotti 
(edoardo.gianotti@unece.org).
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