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International carriage of
dangerous goods

The latest amendments to the European
Agreement concerning the International
Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road
(ADR) have been circulated by Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon for approval by United
Nations Member States.

The proposed amendments contain
in particular new provisions concerning
the carriage of dangerous goods packed
in excepted quantities, new criteria for the
classification of environmentally hazardous
substances (aquatic environment) and
revised requirements for the construction
and testing of pressure receptacles, aerosol
dispensers, small receptacles containing
gas (gas cartridges) and fuel cell cartridges
containing liquefied flammable gas.

The amendments will be deemed
accepted unless at least five Contracting
Parties object within a three-month
period. <

For more information see: http://www.unece.org/

trans/danger/publi/adr/depnoti/CN.461.2008-
Eng.pdf.

Facts and Figures
UNECE Legal Instruments on Transport

Since its creation in 1947, UNECE has become a centre where multilateral
agreements are created and maintained.

In the field of inland transport, global trends in economic development and
the opening up of markets have had huge impacts on transport network
organization and infrastructure: the number of vehicles on the road is

rising rapidly, cross-border traffic is intensifying, pollution from vehicles is
contributing to global warming, and road traffic crashes are estimated to
become the third leading cause of death and disability in the world by 2020.

To tackle these and similar challenges, UNECE administers 56 legal
instruments that facilitate the international movement of persons and goods
by inland transport modes. The goal is to improve competitiveness, safety,
energy efficiency and security in the transport sector, whilst taking steps to
reduce the adverse effects of transport on the environment.

The table shows the increase in the number of contracting
parties to UNECE legal instruments on transport between 2002

and 2008.
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The map shows the geographical scope of the 93
Contracting Parties to the Convention on Road Traffic of
19 September 1949. [l
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