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Europe’s Inland Waterways: UNECE
works on safety and security

European network of inland waterways and ports

of international importance

UNECE has developed a coordinated plan for the development and
construction of a European “E Waterway network”. Established through
the UNECE European Agreement on Main Inland Waterways (AGN),
which prescribes minimum technical and operational standards for
navigable rivers, canals, ports and coastal routes, this network offers
considerable capacity for the carriage of bulk freight and containers to

relieve, in particular, parts of the saturated North-South European road
and rail corridors.

UNECE also administers similar networks and schemes through its E-
road, E-rail and C-E intermodal Agreements.

A total of 27,913 km of European waterways form part of this
network of important inland waterways, as designated by
relevant governments. Virtually all UNECE member States with
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European network ... (continued)

navigable rivers have ratified the AGN, most recently Belarus, and
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The AGN, its technical and operational standards, as well as numerous
resolutions on technical, safety and environmental principles and
practices in inland navigation, are constantly kept up to date by UNECE
experts. They recently met in Geneva (16-18 June) for a meeting of the
UNECE Working Party on the Standardization of Technical and Safety
Requirements in Inland Navigation.

European Code for Inland Waterways

Major European inland waterways such
as the Rhine, Danube, Sava, Volga and

E Ay Dnestr are currently experiencing a rise
FEessany in traffic. Responding to this increase
CEVNI requires further harmonization of rules

M i that ensure safe, secure and efficient
de navigation intérieure passage.

The main instrument that provides such
—— regulations is the European Code for
Inland Waterways (CEVNI). It includes

visual markings and sound signals for
_g; vessels, waterways signs and markings,

comparable to those applicable on the
roads.

CEVNI is also administered by the UNECE Working Party on the
Standardization of Technical and Safety Requirements in Inland
Navigation. At its June meeting, a comprehensive package of
amendments to CEVNI was considered, to respond to newly arising
safety and security concerns. It is expected that a revised European
Code could be adopted in 2009.
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For more information contact Azhar Jaimurzina (azhar.jaimurzina@unece.org).
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