1) UNECE Weekly

u-""‘-r

P

United Nations Economic Commission for Eurore

Issue N° 253 — 21-25 January 2008

Not an official record - For information only



MECE T
Sl & LM a

Furo-Asian Transport Links

Ministerial Meeting
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Why Euro-Asian Transport Links?

In the light of newly liberalized
economies, growing trade and
increasing congestion in major
Asian and European ports,
governments and international
organizations in the Euro-
Asian region now consider that
inland transport links can offer
additional transport options to
existing and future trade flows
between Europe and Asia, as
well as facilitate participation of
national economies in the global
economy. Better links from
ports to inland destinations are
also needed to sustain further
projected growth in merchandise
trade.

Information Service

Eighteen countries from the Euro-Asian region, working
together under a UN Development Account Project,
have identified the main Euro-Asian road and rail routes
for priority development and cooperation. In addition,
under this project these countries have also evaluated
and prioritized a large number of projects along these
routes, developed a Geographical Information System
(GIS) database, and made a preliminary analysis of
transit transport obstacles and recommendations for
reducing them. The project achievements include also
the organization of a number of national capacity-building
workshops on transport facilitation. The Expert Group
that has met four times under the project has become
a good cooperation mechanism for the coordinated
development of Euro-Asian Links. #

For more information visit the EATL Website: http:/www.
unece.org/trans/main/eatl/intro.html.

Coming up

21-25 January

Joint Meeting of Experts on
the Regulations annexed to
the European Agreement
concerning the International
Carriage of Dangerous Goods
by Inland Waterways /ADN)

24-25 January
Multidisciplinary Expert Group
on Inland Transport Security
21 January

Executive Board of Gas Centre

22-23 January
Working Party on Gas

24 January

Ad Hoc Group of Experts on
Supply and Use of Gas
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