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Transport Division on technical excursion

The UNECE Transport Division went on a technical visit on 18 September, to see the
construction of a new high-speed railway section between Geneva and Paris. The
65 km stretch between Bourg-en-Bresse and Bellegarde-sur-Valserine, a partly existing
but unused itinerary, is being modernized and
electrified to accommodate the TGV. When the
new line opens in 2009, it will take 47 km, or
around 20 minutes, off the journey from Geneva
to Paris, making the total trip less than three
hours.

In drizzly rain and cool temperatures, the
Transport Division staff got a real sense of
what is involved in the day-to-day work of
infrastructure creation. Making a railway
line — nice and straight — doesn’'t sound too
complicated at the outset, but throw in some
drainage issues, tunnel flooding, environmental !
concerns, existing road infrastructure and a |
winding, mountainous terrain in the mix, and the
full picture merely begins to emerge.

The current TGV line Paris-Geneva is 550 Km - ;
long and takes 3 hours 22 minutes. It uses the | == =

high-speed section between Paris and Méacon,

but from Macon to Geneva, trains use the traditional railway lines that pass through
Bourg-en-Bresse, Ambérieu-en-Bugey, Culoz and Bellegarde-sur-Valserine.

Mr. Jean-Damien Bierre, project manager at Reseau Ferré de France (RFF) responsible
for the rehabilitation of the so-called Haut-Bugey line, said that only a section between
Bourg-en-Bresse and Brion is still operational for regional traffic today, while the other
segment leading up to Bellegarde
was closed for rail traffic in May
1990. Modernization of the total line,
including electrification will allow
the TGV Paris-Geneva to operate at
speeds of between 80 to 120 Km/h.

This project is part of a wider plan
of improving rail links between
Western Switzerland and France.
The two countries committed to the
works through a bilateral convention
. (signed on 5 November 1999)
with the final financing agreement
signed on 25 August 2005. Work
commenced in January 2006.

The total cost of the operation is €341 million; €317.5 million for the modernization of the
Haut-Bugey line, and €23.5 million to pay for a new station in Bellegarde-sur-Valserine
(co-financed by the Rhéne-Alpes region, le Conseil général de I'Ain, le Conseil général
de la Haute-Savoie, la ville de Bellegarde-sur-Valserine, la SNCF et RFF). The Swiss
contribution is €110 million.
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continued

To read more about the project, see:

http://www.equipement.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/PresentationPOLE2 cle23b518.
pdf

http://www.rff.fr/biblio_pdf/dos_pres_bugey.pdf

http://www.rff.fr/pages/projets/fiche__projet.asp?lg=fr&code=33&codeReg
ion=21

After lunch, the Transport Division continued
the day in a team building spirit with a
visit to the Grottes de Cerdon (www.grotte-
cerdon.com), and a sampling of the famous
Cerdon pink sparkling wine.

Despite the gloomy weather, everyone

' seemed to agree the day was a great
- success. Not only did staff members have

the opportunity to get to know one another

‘_ better, but they also gained a different

perspective on their work. As one staff

. " member remarked, it's important to see all

that paperwork put into practice every once
in a while. 3
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