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These are just some of the highlights from the recently released 
UNECE/FAO Forest Products Annual Market Review, 2006-2007 
which covers forest products market and policy developments in the 
UNECE member States. The comprehensive report will be presented 
at the first joint UNECE Timber Committee and International Softwood 
Conference Market Discussions on 8-9 October 2007 in Geneva. 
The annual report is part of the integrated programme of work of the 
UNECE and the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO). 

•	 Responding to climate change and energy security concerns, government policies in Europe and 
North America are accelerating woodfuel demand to meet targets for renewable energy.

•	 Rising demand for wood energy, in addition to the wood and paper industry’s increasing 
demand for wood raw materials, necessitates mobilizing more wood, which is reshaping the entire 
forest sector, with long-term opportunities and short-term consequences.

•	 Approximately half of the 472 million m3 harvested in Europe, and the 679 million m3 harvested 
in North America, is sooner or later used for energy.

The case example of 
Germany is illustrated 
in the Review. Germany 
became Europe’s 
largest sawnwood 
producer in 2004, and 
its production of sawn 
softwood escalated again 
in 2006, by 12%, reaching 
23.2 million m3; together 
with higher demand for 
wood for energy and other 
wood products, Germany’s 
roundwood removals continued 
their rapid climb in 2006, by over 
9.4%, reaching a record 62.3 million 
m3 (see graph). The demand for wood 
by wood and paper products producers as well as the 
energy producers, has resulted in higher roundwood 
prices.

The Forest Products Annual Market Review begins 
with an overview of forest products markets and 
policies, and a chapter on government and industry 
policy issues which have an impact on forest 
products markets. These are followed by analyses 
of the economic factors affecting the forest and 
forest industries sector. Statistics-based chapters 
are included for markets of sawn softwood, sawn 
hardwood, wood-based panels, paper, paperboard 
and woodpulp, wood raw materials and tropical timber. 
Additional chapters highlight the key developments in 
wood energy, forest products certification, as well as 
value-added wood products, e.g. furniture. Electronic 
annexes provide supplementary statistical information 
and the Review’s database is available on 
the website below. 

Entire UNECE region forest sector being reshaped by wood 
energy policies and markets

Notes: The authors believe that the official fuelwood statistics 
underestimate the actual production. The abnormally high 
production in 2000, which has now been surpassed, resulted 
from the windstorms in December 1999.

Source: UNECE/FAO Timber database, 2007.

Industrial roundwood, fuelwood and sawnwood 
production in Germany, 1996-2006
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Source: UNECE Statistical Database (http://w3.unece.org/pxweb/Dialog/ ), Eurostat 
and national sources.

Note: Agriculture refers to agriculture, hunting, forestry and fishing; Industry includes 
manufacturing, energy and construction.

The development of service activities 
has been at the forefront of the reforms 
that accompanied the transition process 
in the eastern part of the UNECE region. 
Most countries in these regions have by 
now raised the share of this previously 
neglected sector above that of the other 
two sectors jointly, by expanding traditional 
and developing new service activities, 
particularly in the financial and business 
spheres. Expansion of the latter benefited 
from the growing outsourcing trend as new 
production possibilities and new modes of 
supply gained recognition, thanks to tech-
nological progress and, in part, the Internet. 

These structural changes are above all 
visible in East European countries that have 
joined the European Union. For instance, 
services are particularly buoyant in Estonia, 
where their share in the economy is 
currently higher than in Finland or Austria. 
Nevertheless, as shown by the graph, 
many economies in the eastern part of 
the UNECE region are still relying more 
strongly on agriculture and industry than 
those of Western Europe. The countries 
in the sample with the lowest shares of 
services in the gross value added in 2006 
are Armenia, Azerbaijan and Kyrgyzstan. 

In conjunction 
with the 
meeting 
mentioned 
above, there 

will be a one-day policy forum on 
wood energy and mobilization of 
wood on 10 October. The market 
discussions will be based on 
this report, plus country market 
reports and market forecasts for 
2007 and 2008. 

The Review may be obtained 
from the website homepage of 
the UNECE Timber Committee 
and the FAO European Forestry 
Commission, at http://www.unece.
org/trade/timber. 

Also available from the UN 
Publications and Sales Section, 
Palais des Nations, Geneva 
(unogbookshop@unog.ch).

See also  the press release at 
http://www.unece.org/press/
pr2007/07tim_p04e.htm

On 25 July 2007, Ukraine acceded to the Agreement on the 
International Carriage of Perishable Foodstuffs and on the 
Special Equipment to be Used for such Carriage (ATP), bringing 

the number of Contracting Parties to the Agreement to 43.

The ATP is a multilateral agreement between States aimed at ensuring food safety and 
hygiene. It lists the foodstuffs that may be carried in accordance with the ATP and sets 
the maximum allowable temperature for their transporting. Fruit and vegetables are so far 
not included in the Agreement.

The ATP provides standards for temperature controlled transport vehicles for road, rail 
and sea journeys under 150 km and the test procedures to be followed to ensure that 
vehicles meet the required standards. 

It has a system of certification for equipment that conforms to the standards and requires 
all Contracting Parties to recognise certificates issued in accordance with the agreement 
by the competent authorities of other Contracting Parties. 

The ATP applies when perishable foodstuffs are transported on the territory of at least two 
Contracting Parties. A number of countries have also adopted ATP as the basis for their 
national legislation. Checks on compliance with the ATP are carried out by Contracting 
Parties and breaches may result in fines or other penalties imposed by national authorities 
in accordance with their national legislation.

The ATP will enter into force for Ukraine on 25 July 2008. 

For more information contact Olivier Kervella or Christopher Smith (christopher.smith@unece.org). 
Website: http://unece.org/trans/main/welcwp11.html
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