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5 June — World Environment Day

World Environment Day (WED), established by the General Assembly in 1972 and 
commemorated each year on 5 June, is one of the principal vehicles through which 
the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances 
political attention and action.

It is hosted every year by a different city and commemorated with an international 
exposition through the week of 5 June.  

The topic for World Environment Day for 2007 is “Melting Ice – a Hot Topic?” 2007 
is the start of the International Polar Year, and WED 2007 focuses on the effects that 
climate change is having on polar ecosystems and communities, on other ice- and 
snow-covered areas of the world, and the resulting global impacts. 

The main celebrations will be held in Tromsø, Norway. The city has strong cultural, 
historical and scientific links to both the Arctic and Antarctic. It has the planet’s 
most northerly university, and hosts the key centre of the internationally recognized 
Norwegian Polar Institute. 

The Blue Planet Run, a round-the-
clock run by 20 athletes covering 
15,200 miles, across 16 countries and 
4 continents, 24 hours a day for 95 
days. 

The Run, which started in New York 
on 1 June, will end back in New York 
on 4 September, after the batons have 
been passed at over 1500 exchange 
points.

The aim is to mobilize global action 
and raise money to bring safe water to 
20 million people by 2015. Currently 
1.1 billion people live without safe 
drinking water.

Organized by the Blue Planet 
Run Foundation, the Run will take 
place every two years, alternating 
between the Northern and Southern 
Hemispheres. 

 Malta joins the ADR
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On 8 May 2007 Malta acceded to the European Agreement 
on the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road 
(ADR), bringing the total number of States Contracting 
Parties to 43.  The ADR will enter into force for Malta on 
8 June 2007. 

The ADR aims at ensuring a high level of safety during the 
international carriage of dangerous goods by road and, 
through harmonization of transport conditions, at facilitating the 
international transport and trade of a wide range of products 
of economic importance such as petroleum products, gases, 
chemicals, agrochemicals and fertilizers. 

The annexes to the ADR contain internationally 
agreed conditions for the international carriage 
of dangerous substances, including wastes, in 
packages and in bulk. They address the types 
of packaging, containers, tanks and vehicles 

that may be used; requirements for their marking, labelling, use or 
operation; and their construction, testing and approval. They also 
contain procedures for training of persons involved in the carriage 
of dangerous goods, safety obligations of the participants, checks 
and other support measures to ensure compliance with 
safety requirements. 
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Facts and figures
Widening of trade deficits in South-East Europe continues

Source: National statistics and UNECE Statistical Division computations.

Note: Right scale – merchandise trade balances in billion euros at the end of the month, cumulated over 12 months. Left scale – monthly 
year-on-year percentage changes for exports and imports based on three-month moving average values in euros.  South-East Europe 
refers to Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, Serbia, and The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

The deterioration of merchandise trade 
deficits accelerated further in the first 
months of 2007 across the South-East 
European countries. In Romania, the 
trade deficit soared by nearly 50% over 
the last twelve months and the Bulgarian 
trade deficit widened by a quarter. Strong 
domestic demand and the appreciation 
of domestic currencies, as well as these 
countries’ entry to the single EU market, 
boosted import growth, whereas export 
growth lagged considerably relative to that 
of imports in recent months.

In the region as a whole, the imports 
of fuels grew steadily, and recovering 
investment as well as the exporting 
sectors’ needs for capital and intermediate 
goods also contributed to more rapid 
import growth. In all South-East European 
countries, the ratio of merchandise trade 
deficit to GDP has remained in two digits 
in recent years and pushed the current 
account to GDP ratios above the 10% 
mark in a number of them (see UNECE 
Weekly 216).  

Merchandise trade in South-East Europe, 
January 2004-March 2007

Historically, confidentiality has been mainly a national issue. 
However, in the context of increasing data dissemination 
over the Internet, it is now also becoming an international 
issue. There is a great deal of international collaboration 
among members of the research community, and the 
researchers can be very critical towards different 
access rules in different countries. Furthermore, 
researchers are often not allowed to access other 
countries’ microdata for fear that confidentiality 
protection cannot be guaranteed.  Nevertheless, 
cross-country comparisons can be a very important 
part of a research project. This is not only of interest 
to academic researchers. International agencies are 

among those who want to use microdata for research 
purposes, particular cross-country comparisons. 

The key objectives in these guidelines are to foster greater uniformity of approach by 
countries whilst facilitating better access to microdata by the research community for 
worthwhile purposes, and to enable countries – through these guidelines and supporting 
case studies – to improve their arrangements for providing access to microdata. 

Available from the UN Publications and Sales Section, Palais des Nations, Geneva 
(unogbookshop@unog.ch).

Off the Press
continued

The annexes are 
kept up to date 
on a regular basis 

in the light of technical progress, 
the advent of new substances and 
materials, the exigencies of modern 
transport systems and, above all, the 
requirement to ensure the safety and 
security of people, property and the 
environment. 

The 2007 ADR is available from 
the UN Publications and Sales 
Section, Palais des Nations, Geneva 
(unogbookshop@unog.ch). Sales 
price is $145 for the 2-volume set 
(1200+ pages), or $225 for the 2-
volume set and the complete text on 
CD-Rom (English/French).

For further information visit http://www.
unece.org/trans/danger/danger.htm or 
contact José Capel Ferrer or Olivier 
Kervella (infotransport@unece.org). 


