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Will the UNECE establish a more just system to protect 
victims of accidental water pollution? 

After being based in Budapest for more than 15 years, 
the Central Office of the Trans-European Railway 
(TER) Project has moved to Bratislava (Slovakia). 

The new Central Office was inaugurated on 15 May 
2007 in a special ceremony held at the Mirbach 
Palace in Bratislava in the presence of the Minister of 
Transport, Posts and Telecommunications of Slovakia, 
L’ubomír Vázny, and the UNECE Executive Secretary 
Marek Belka. 

“We are inaugurating this Office here today thanks to 
the strong commitment of the Slovak Government to the TER Project and I would like 
to express my deepest gratitude to Minister Vázny and to the Slovak Government for its 
generous contribution”, said Mr. Belka, who also expressed gratitude to the Government 
of Hungary for having hosted the TER PCO until the end of 2006.  

TER Project Central Office moves to Bratislava 

The workshop cleared up 
certain doubts about the 
alleged incompatibility 
of the Protocol with 
European Community and 
international legislation. 
It also discussed the 
crucial topic of the 
mandatory financial 
security required by the 
Protocol. These financial 
securities – insurance, 
bonds or other financial 
guarantees – are intended 
to ensure compensation 

to victims even in cases of operator 
insolvency, common in past accidents. The 
political difficulties for States in imposing 
such mandatory financial security aside, the 
products currently available in the insurance 
market are not adequate for the Protocol. 
But the workshop proved that by forging 
cooperation between the national and 
regional insurance and financial sectors, as 
well as with industry, countries can identify 
solutions to this problem that are acceptable 
to all stakeholders.

Liability regimes

Countries with economies in transition, 
which need the Protocol most, are also those 
facing major challenges in terms of their 
financial and in particular insurance sectors. 
Relevant legislation in these countries 
likewise needs development. The workshop 
thus called for capacity-building activities to 
assist authorities and administrative bodies, 
mainly focused on the development of the 
good administrative and legislative practices 
needed to introduce appropriate liability 
regimes. 

The conclusions of the workshop will be 
presented to the sixth Ministerial Conference 
“Environment for Europe” (Belgrade, 
October 2007). 

For more information visit http://www.
unece.org/env/civil-liability/welcome.html or 
contact Francesca Bernardini (francesca.
bernardini@unece.org) or Lukasz Wyrowski  
(lukasz.wyrowski@unece.org). 



Experience with industrial accidents 
causing damage on transboundary 
waters has shown how difficult it is to 
receive compensation in these situations. 
Civil claims very rarely succeed. If there 
is a settlement, it is usually made out of 

court. The compensation paid by the operator, if any, is usually much less than 
the amount of the damage, and the actual compensation paid to victims comes 
to less than 10% of their claims. Clean-up costs are mostly borne by the State 
or municipality, and only partially by the operator causing the damage, and the 
restoration of the environment remains incomplete. 

Lack of legal framework

In the case of the Baia Mare accident in 
Romania, seven years after 100,000 m3 of cyanide-
polluted water were accidentally spilled in the Lapus 
River and the contamination spread from there into the 
Szamos and Tisza rivers and finally into the Danube, 
no compensation at all has been received out of $143 
million claimed by the Hungarian Government. 

One of the main causes for such situations is lack of a 
suitable legal framework, which was precisely why 
the Protocol on Civil Liability was adopted and signed 
in 2003. Since its adoption, however, progress with 
ratification has proved more difficult than expected. 

Liability and compensation

A UNECE workshop on "Transboundary Accidental Water Pollution, Liability and 
Compensation: Challenges and Opportunities"  (21-22 May in Budapest), organized by 
Hungary in cooperation with Greece and Switzerland, discussed the perceived difficulties 
in carrying out the obligations of the Protocol, with a view to finding solutions. 
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Facts and figures Where are smoking-related death rates highest 
in the UNECE  region?

29 May
Committee on Environmental 
Policy

30 May-1 June
Ad Hoc Preparatory Working 
Group of Senior Officials 
“Environment for Europe”

30-31 May
Steering Committee of the 
Energy Efficiency 21 Project

31 May-1 June
Ad Hoc Group of Experts on 
Energy Efficiency Investments 
for Climate Change Mitigation

Coming up

31 May is World “No Tobacco Day”.  According 
to the WHO, tobacco use is the second major 
cause of death in the world and the smoking 
prevalence tends to be higher in low- and 
middle-income countries. To a certain degree 
the same is observed in the UNECE region.

Overall, the lowest smoking-related 
Standardized Death Rates (SDR) for both men 
and women are recorded in the high-income 
EU15 countries whereas in the middle-income 
new EU-12 group these rates are nearly twice 
as high. 

The low- and middle-income EECCA countries 
report the highest smoking-related death rates 
in the UNECE region: if compared to the EU15, 
SDR for men is 3.8 times higher in Kazakhstan 
and that for women, 5 times higher in Moldova. 
Although smoking related deaths in all UNECE 
countries are higher for men than for women, 
the relative difference between them varies 
considerably: in the EU, it is about 2 to 1, in 
Albania, Moldova and Kyrgyzstan it is 3 to 2. 

Note: Age Standardized Death Rates (SDRs) are calculated based on the actual crude death rates and applying a standard European population 
structure. SDR here refer to the mortality from combined, selected causes of death which are known to be related to smoking (Cancers of mouth 
and pharynx, larynx, traxea, bronchus, lung and oesophagus; Ischaemic heart disease; Cerebrovascular diseases; Chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease).

Source: World Health Organization. European health for all database. (HFA-DB).
*Data refer to 2003.

	 TER Project Central Office  (cont.)

“I am confident that this new Office will encourage the TER participating countries to cooperate more 
closely with a view to the coordinated development of their rail and combined transport links and to the 
necessary integration of those links into the pan-European transport system”, added Mr. Belka.

The TER Project, which works under the auspices of the UNECE, brings together 17 Central, 
Eastern and South-eastern European as well as Caucasus countries.*  Other countries in the region 
participate in the Project activities as observers. Its main objective is to promote cooperation among 
participating countries with a view to coordinated development of their railway and combined 
transport infrastructure and facilitation of rail traffic in the region.  

The TER Master Plan recently elaborated identified the priority rail links in 21 Central, Eastern and 
South-East European countries – the TER Master Plan Backbone network – and has evaluated 
and assigned priorities to 172 railway projects of an aggregate estimated cost of EUR 52.5 billion, 
thus providing a realistic investment strategy for the development of rail and combined transport 
infrastructure in the participating countries. 

The inauguration of the TER Office was further celebrated with a reception in the Austrian 
Embassy in Bratislava on the invitation of the Austrian Ambassador, H.E. Mr. Helmut Wessely. 
The Government of Austria supports the TER Project and has made available the Project 
Manager for the last six years as an in-kind contribution. 

* Armenia, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Georgia, 
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia and 
Turkey 

For more information visit http://www.unece.org/trans/main/ter/ter.html or contact José Capel 
Ferrer or Michalis Adamantiadis (infotransport@unece.org).


