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It’s just happened … 
 

 

Armenia accedes to UNECE Convention on Road Traffic 
 
Armenia has become the 62nd Contracting Party to 
the UNECE Convention on Road Traffic and has 
notified the Secretary-General that it has selected 
AM as the distinguishing sign for display on its 

vehicles in international traffic. 
The Convention on Road Traffic forms 
the basis of countries’ national highway 

codes. It regulates all facets of driving 
behaviour, such as speed, distance between 
vehicles and obligation to give way, and details the 

technical conditions for the admission of vehicles to 
international traffic. In addition, it provides models of 
domestic and international driving permits. While 
applied widely by the member countries of the 
UNECE, the Convention also has a significant 
number of Contracting Parties from outside the 
UNECE region. 

For more information contact Marie-Nöelle Poirier 
(marie-noelle.Poirier@unece.org). 

Making intermodal transport more efficient 
 
 The Joint UNECE/ECMT Working 
Party on Intermodal Transport and 
Logistics, at its session in Paris on 
7-8 March 2005, adopted “model” 
action plans and partnership 
agreements to facilitate the 
conclusion of cooperative arrange-
ments among Governments and 
with the private sector for efficient 
international intermodal (road/rail) 
transport services. The “models”, 
containing also operational 
benchmarks to measure perfor-
mance, have been prepared on the basis of the best 
practices in this kind of arrangement between 
countries and the transport industry in order to 
increase productivity, reliability and punctuality of 
intermodal transport services across the Alps, in 
particular through Austria and Switzerland. These 
“models” will now be transmitted to the European 
Conference of Ministers of Transport (ECMT) for 

approval at their meeting in 
Moscow (May 2005) to be used at 
pan-European level. 

The Paris meeting also adopted 
amendments to the AGTC 
Agreement extending the network 
of intermodal transport lines and 
operational standards to the 
countries in Eastern Europe, 
Central Asia and South-Eastern 
Europe. Finally, it adopted an 
opinion on the proposal of ISO to 

standardize 45 ft (13.7 m) long containers, pointing 
out that such containers would conflict with the 
maximum authorized length for road vehicles in 
most UNECE member countries and could thus not 
be transported on the European road network. 

For more information contact the Transport Division 
(wp.24@unece.org). 

 
 

 

Intermodal transport is a form of transport that combines the advantages of two or more modes 
of transport, e.g. rail and road. Rail can efficiently carry large quantities of freight over long 
distances, whereas road vehicles provide the needed flexibility for regional distribution. In this 
form of transport, either trucks are carried on special railway wagons or the goods are carried in 
containers, swap bodies or semi-trailers and are loaded and unloaded at specially equipped 
terminals. Such services require close cooperation among governmental authorities and several 
private sector partners.   




