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There is a clear consensus among scientists, policy-makers, engineers and business
leaders from the automotive industry that a concerted action is needed to address climate
change through the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, especially those of CO,,.

In this respect, the UNECE World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29)
decided to organize a ‘Round Table on Climate Change and Transport’, scheduled to be
held in Geneva on 24 June 2010.

The World Forum WP.29 considers a large number of activities to:

° Develop regulations for the construction of safe and environmentally friendly
vehicles (e.g. plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, hydrogen and fuel cell vehicles, etc.).

° Foster the use of alternative fuels, including biofuels, for the propulsion of road
vehicles.

° Set up recommendations for market fuel quality (i.e. specifications related to vehicle

emission levels and engine technology type to enable the emission control devices
of vehicles to function properly on a daily basis).

The development of worldwide harmonized emission test procedures for light vehicles is
already underway. Similar work for the electrification of heavy-duty vehicles was recently
initiated.

Within the framework of ‘The Transport, Health and Environment Pan-European
Programme (THE-PEP)’, the UNECE promotes, jointly with the World Health Organization
(WHO), policies and actions for sustainable and healthy mobility including eco-driving
and cycling/walking in urban areas. The UNECE also promotes sustainable forest
management, green building systems and energy efficiency activities such as capacity
building actions and investment financing as part of its continuing activities towards
sustainable development goals.

During the Round Table on Climate Change and Transport, the World Forum will address
links with other sectors, particularly the energy sector, in case of a shift from the use of
fossil fuels to electricity in vehicle propulsion systems. WP.29 will consider additional
measures and possible scenarios to adapt future transportation to climate change and
mitigate environmental impact.
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