United Nations

Secretariat

ST/SG/AC.10/C.3/2020/11
Distr.: General
2 April 2020
Original: English

Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods
and on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification
and Labelling of Chemicals
Sub-Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods
Fifty-seventh session
Geneva, 29 June-8 July 2020
Item 6 (e) of the provisional agenda
Miscellaneous proposals for amendments to the
Model Regulations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods:
other miscellaneous proposals

Amendment to 5.4.1.5.12 – additional entries in the case of
the application of special provisions
Transmitted by the expert from Germany*

Introduction
1.
Seamless communication of all parties involved in the transport is essential for the
safe transport of dangerous goods. The most important means of communication is the
transport document, which is to include all required information and data in a traceable form.
In this regard, 5.4.1.1.1 of the Model Regulations states the following:
“Except as otherwise provided, the consignor who offers dangerous goods for
transport shall give to the carrier the information applicable to those dangerous
goods, including any additional information and documentation as specified in these
Regulations. This information may be provided on a dangerous goods transport
document or, with the agreement of the carrier, by EDP or EDI techniques.”
2.
This provision is also reflected in 1.4.2.1 (b) of RID/ADR/ADN. Accordingly, the
consignor of dangerous goods is required to furnish the carrier with the required information
and data in a traceable form and, if necessary, with the required transport documents and
accompanying documents, taking into account in particular the requirements of Chapter 5.4
and Table A of Chapter 3.2.
3.
It is obligatory that the information to be transmitted be complete in order to be able
to organise a safe transport. Regarding the special provisions, however, there is an
inconsistent rule that is difficult to understand for the user. Even though numerous special
provisions result in a special entry in the transport document, there is no reference in Chapter
5.4 that makes it mandatory to generally include information from special provisions. Besides
RID/ADR/ADN, this inconsistency also concerns the IMDG Code.
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For the transport of dangerous goods of UN 3528, 3529 as well as 3530, a special rule was
incorporated into 5.4.1.5.12 of the Model Regulations that, however, only applies when
required in accordance with special provision 363.

Conclusion
4.
Instead of including additional provisions in Chapter 5.4 for specific UN numbers or
specific special provisions, it should be included in the Model Regulations that all entries
required by applied special provisions also have to be indicated in the transport document.
5.
As this inconsistency concerns all modes, an amendment to 5.4.1.5 of the Model
Regulations is required. Here, a dynamic reference such as “in the case of special provisions
in accordance with section 3.3.1, entries in the transport document shall be considered,
where applicable” is to be included so that in the case of future or amended special provisions
referring to the transport document, no consequential amendments are required.
6.
This amendment guarantees the required flow of information, and the guidance in
5.4.1.5 on additional information required in the transport document can be deleted.

Proposal
7.

Amend 5.4.1.5.12 as follows (deleted text is struck through):
“5.4.1.5.12 Transport of UN Nos. 3528, 3529 and 3530 Additional entries in the
case of the application of special provisions
For transport of UN Nos. 3528, 3529 and 3530, the transport document,
when required according to special provision 363, shall contain the following
additional statement “Transport in accordance with special provision 363” Where, in
accordance with a special provision in Chapter 3.3, additional information is
necessary, this additional information shall be included in the dangerous goods
transport document.”.
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