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UNECE Sustainable Transport Division
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59 conventions, 1754 Contracting Parties

Goal: a universally harmonized inland transport system
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TIR Convention 



TIR Convention 
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76 CONTRACTINGPARTIES,62
OPERATIONAL COUNTRIES,
1,000,000TIRCARNETS,33,500
HOLDERS

19 out of the 32
LandlockedCountriesare
ContractingPartiesto TIR
Convention



What is TIR Convention abouté
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Secure Vehicles 
or Containers

International 
Guarantee

TIR Carnet
Mutual Recognition of 

Customs Controls 

Controlled 
Access

Goods shall be carried in
containers or road vehicles
the load compartments of
which are constructed in
such a way that there shall
be no accessto the interior
when securedby a customs
sealand that anytampering
will beclearlyvisible.

The international
guarantee system was
designed to ensure that
customsduties and taxes
at risk during transit
operationsare covered,at
any moment, by a
national guaranteeing
association,in the event
that suchpaymentcannot
be obtained from the
directly liableperson(s).

The TIR Carnet is an
international customs
document and
constitutes the
administrative backbone
of the TIRsystem. It also
provides proof of the
existence of an
internationalguarantee.

Goods carriedunder the
TIR procedure in sealed
load compartments of
road vehicles or in
containers will not, as a
generalrule, be examined
at customs offices en
route, and that is where
the main advantagesof
the TIR system for the
transport operator come
into play.

The conditions and
requirements for the
authorization, by national
competent authorities
(usually customs
authorities), of national
associations to issue TIR
Carnets and to act as
guarantor are stipulated
under Annex 9 of the
Convention.



How it works
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TIR Convention applies to Intermodal 
Transport
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Intermodal: Article 2 and the Comment  
thereto

ÅThisConventionshall apply to the transport of goodsΧprovided that some portion of the
journey betweenthe beginningandthe endof the TIRtransport ismadeby road.

ÅDuring a non-road leg, the holder of a TIR Carnet mayeither:

Åask the Customs authorities to suspend the TIR transport in  accordance with the provisions 
of Article 26, paragraph 2 of the  /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΧǘƘŜ TIR transport could be easily resumed at 
the  Customs office situated at the end of the non-road leg in another  Contracting Party;or
Åuse the TIRprocedure.



Electronic TIR
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