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This sign is the oldest Traffic sign known to mankind, it goes asfa0&< (Assyrian
Empire).
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Introduction

Traffic signs are the tools that a contracting party uses to get messages
across to the drivers. The messages are consists and composed of four
elements: shapes, symbols, colarsd words (SSCW). To create a traffic
sign; we should followthree steps, firstanalyzing the Situation in a given
section of the road, to identify theeasondor creating the traffic sigrand
the safetymessages that we want to get across to driversh&y pass the
section safely. These safety messages coulgroeibitions, warnings,
restrictions, regulations or an informatiorsecond; it i¥ery important fora
better standardization and creating a good sigtois/rite downthese safety
messages. Finaltyanslatethe written safety messages into a sign using the
four elements mentioned earlier (SSCW).

Creating a Traffic Sign is not one person job.
A good sign is a result of a collective ideas, perceptions and opinions of several expert






Example on how to create a traffic sign.
A truck or a car get trapped on railway track, and we want to design a sign to strongl

order the driver to break the gate barrier immediately and without hesitation once he
she is trapped to avoid a deadly accident with a train.

Hrst of the three steps to create a traffic sign; Is tie@sons this
require analyzing and identifying the hazards in the situation.

A trapped vehicle on railway track and a train is approaching It,

which will result in a deadly accident.
Secondstep; iswriting downthe required safety message for the driver.

If you are trapped on the railway track, break the barrier
Immediately without hesitation to avoid a deadly crash with a trair



hirdstep; Istranslatingthe safety message into a traffic sign using
the four elements, Shapes, Symbols, Color and W&EEW).
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A good sign will
reflect the exact
meaning of the

safety message.

If you are trapped on the railway track, break the barrier
Immediately without hesitation to avoid a deadly crash with a trair
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Sign placement‘
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Different Shape
and Colors.




Also to check if any existing traffic sign is good or not, and does it give th
exact meaning of the messages which it was designed for? We also shol
adapt the three steps of designing a traffic sign. First; we should know thi
situation and the reasons in which the sign was created for. Second; reac

the written safety messagéi it was written)yelated to that situatiofi,

finally match the sign and its elements to see If they convey the exact
meaning of the written safety messages.

Now let us adopt this method to signsXz,

* | One of the most important fact in VC is that the safety messages for almost all the signs aye

missing, which makes it very difficult to really judge the design of any sign if its good or not, in
other words: how can we tell if a sign is good or not, if we do not know what safety messages it
was designed for and what meaning it should give?




C, 178 C, 17°®

8. End of prohibition or restriction

(a) The point at which all prohibitions notified by prohibitory signs for moving
vehicles cease to apply shall be indicated by sign C, 17° "END OF ALL LOCAL PROHIBITIONS
IMPOSED ON MOVING VEHICLES". This sign shall be circular and have a white or yellow
ground; it shall have no border or only a black rim, and shall bear a diagonal band. sloping
downward from right to left, which may be black or dark grey or consist of black or grey parallel
lines.

(b) The point at which a particular prohibition or restriction notified to moving
vehicles by a prohibitory or restrictive sign ceases to apply shall be indicated by sign C, 17° "END
OF SPEED LIMIT" or sign C, 17° "END OF PROHIBITION OF OVERTAKING", OR SIGN C.
17¢ "END OF PROHIBITION OF OVERTAKING FOR GOODS VEHICLES". These signs shall
be similar to sign C, 17 but shall show, in addition, in light grey the symbol of the prohibition or
restriction which has ceased.




8. End of prohibition or restriction

(a) The pomt at which all prohibitions notified by prohibitory signs for moving
vehicles cease to apply shall be indicated by sign C, 17* "END OF ALL LOCAL PROHIBITIONS
IMPOSED ON MOVING VEHICLES". This sign shall be circular and have a white or yellow
ground; 1t shall have no border or only a black rim, and shall bear a diagonal band. sloping
downward from right to left, which may be black or dark grey or consist of black or grey parallel
lines.

C, 172

VC defines the ,7a signs as "The point at which all prohibitions notified by prohibitory sig\
for moving vehicles cease to apply shall be indicated by sijfraCThen summarize the
definition by saying it is "End of all local prohibitions imposed on moving vehicles".

| personally have difficulty understanding what the wokkdcal"in the definition means
(Distant Radius second why the definition insist diWoving vehicles? There are some
prohibitions signs that apply to moving and stationed vehicles lil& (arohibition of the use
of audible devices). Third, does the wofddl prohibitions"means ending some general
prohibitions on all roads like the use of hand held mobile or allowing children on front seat
even drivingvithout aseat belt on?

Now let us look at one situation on the road thmabbably the C,17a sigh was designed for.
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Creating a Sign to End
>

all five Prohibitions.




Imaginary safety
Message

Dear drivers, Local prohibitions which previously were
Imposed , now cease to apply, please drive safely.




(1) It is hard to
rememberall
the prohibitions
previously
notified.

(2) Sign (C17a)
IS anAbstract
sign, and it
needs to be
memorizedfor its
meanings.
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