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Analysis of the VC and EA 
Part IA 

The purpose:  

Search the VC and EA for inconsistencies in 
numbering and placement of related signs and 
identify if renumbering is needed.  
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/ƻǾŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻΣ tŀǊǘ LΥ нллрΣ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ~WǻΣ Rokytnice, Czech Republic.  

Abbreviations used:  
VC = Convention on Road Signs and Signals of 1968 (2006 version) 
EA = European Agreement Supplementing the Convention  
VC-RT = Convention on Road Traffic of 1968 (2006 version) 



The methodology:  
 

Õ Approach the task as an academic exercise 
that may lead to practical ideas.  

 

Õ Imagine the signs in the document are being 
seen for the first time.  

 

Õ Take nothing for granted. 
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Signs examined for numbering and placement:  
 

Õ  Start and end signs 

Õ Permission and prohibition signs 

Õ Reversal signs 

Õ ά/ŜƴǘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ά{ƛŘŜέ ǎƛƎƴǎ 

Õ Relationship of a/b signs  

Õ Other signs 

© 2015. M. Pronin. USA. 

Analysis of the VC and EA 
Part IA 



Do the signs in any of the 6 categories listed on 
the previous page have consistent numbers and 
placement?  No.  
 

Related signs may or may not be adjacent.   
 

Related signs may be numbered numerically or 
alphanumerically.  
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Numbering of START and END signs 
 

Examples out of 26 pairs:  
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                START                  END                                              START                   END 

                  B, 3                      B, 4                                                 D, 7                      D, 8 

                 E, 5a                     E, 5b                                              E, 17a                  E, 17b 



Numbering of PERMISSION and PROHIBITION signs 
 

Examples out of 10 pairs:  
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      PERMISSION            PROHIBITION                        PERMISSION            PROHIBITION  

            C, 17c                        C, 13aa                                      E, 9c                           E, 10c 



Numbering and inclusion of REVERSAL signs 
 

Found 58 pairs:  

Õ 13 pairs with images, 1 omission 

Õ 15 times mentioned in text only  

Õ 12 times no image or mention in text, 
relevant for all countries 

Õ 17 times no image or mention in text, 
relevant for countries with left-hand driving 
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Numbering and inclusion of REVERSAL signs 
 

Examples:  
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             LEFT                       RIGHT                                                  LEFT                  RIGHT 

         no image                   E, 12a                                               no image              G, 12a 

             A, 1a                       A, 1b                                                  A, 18c                A, 18c 

άƳŀȅ ōŜ 
ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜŘέ 

not 
stated 



bǳƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ά/9b¢9wέ and ά{L59έ signs 
 

Examples out of 13 groups of 3 signs each:  
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         CENTER              SIDE                                                 CENTER                        SIDE  

         D, 10b              D, 10c                                                  E, 3a                           E, 3b 

        D, 1a                D, 1a                                                  G, 26c                        G, 26b 
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Relationship of a/b signs 
 

Found 57 pairs:  

Õ left/right signs 

Õ alternative warning signs for model Aa or Ab 

Õ center/side signs 

Õ start/end signs 

Õ different symbols or signs 

Õ general/specific signs 

Õ part of a set 
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Relationship of a/b signs 

Examples:  
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             LEFT                       RIGHT                                        MODEL Aa              MODEL Ab 

               E, 6a                    E, 6b                                               E, 18a                      E, 18b 

               A, 1a                    A, 1b                                             A, 18a                       A, 18b 

              START                   END                                               ALTERNATIVE DESIGNS 



Placement of other RELATED signs 

Examples out of 10 pairs:  
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                     STOPPING                                                                  HAZARDOUS GOODS 

             A, 21a               A, 17a                                                       C, 3h                    C, 3m 
                                                             NO THROUGH ROAD 

                                                           G, 13                       G, 2b 



Part IA also documented numerical overlap, 
both intentional in the VC and unintentional in 
RE2.  Because renumbering is needed to correct 
unintentional overlap, a simple log was created 
to track renumbered signs.   

This will make it quick and easy to look up a 
ǎƛƎƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 
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The purpose:  
 

Õ Identify those signs that do and do not have 
counterparts in other sign sections.  

 

Õ Provide information for considering creation 
of more signs related to existing VC signs.  
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The methodology:  
 

Õ Approach the task as an academic exercise 
that may lead to practical ideas.  

 

Õ Provide examples of signage from both 
Contracting and non-Contracting Parties. 
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Example of gaps in VC signage 

¢ƘŜ άƳƛǎǎƛƴƎέ ǎƛƎƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴ ǿƛŘŜ ǳǎŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
warning of horseriders crossing, or in rare use, 
such mandatory for motorcycles.  



© 2015. M. Pronin. USA. 

Analysis of the VC and EA 
Part IB 

Example of gaps in VC signage 



EXCERPTS FROM  
 

Analysis of   

The Convention (1968) and The EA (1971) 
Part II 
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