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  General information 

The fourth workshop of the roadmap on risk management in the context of inland transport 
of dangerous goods took place on 09-11 June 2015 at the European Railway Agency 
headquarters (ERA), Valenciennes.  

Mr. Emmanuel Ruffin, project officer in charge of transport of dangerous goods at ERA, 
chaired the workshop. 

Thirty (30) participants, experts in the field of transport of dangerous goods, representatives 
of national administrations (from 11 countries) and the private sector, as well as the 
European Commission and international organizations attended the workshop.  

Before the workshop, ERA uploaded on the TDG extranet workspace the draft proposal for 
the table of contents of guides composing a TDG risk management framework, including:  

• A guide on data reporting regimes,  

• A guide on risk estimation practices and  

• A guide on decision making 

as well as a presentation explaining the aims and the relations between the three guides 
which would compose the framework.  
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For facilitating the discussions, three presentations were held and participants submitted 
fourteen reference documents (contributions). It was noted that despite road and waterway 
modes were already represented by multimodal administrations or associations, the 
roadmap would benefit from a reinforced participation of road and waterways stakeholders. 

On this basis, the workshop discussed the following items: 

• Progress review of the workshops’ roadmap and of achieved work, 

• ERA proposal for a TDG risk management framework composed of three guides, 

• A detailed presentation of the ‘decision making’ guide (key principles & table of 
content), 

• Interests in establishing workgroups for drafting the three guides, 

• Objectives and organization of the coming workshops, 

• Practical arrangements for the workgroups. 

All presentations and contributions have been made available on ERA’s TDG extranet 
workspace. 

  Main results 

Most of the discussion time was dedicated to the framework of the proposed guides and to 
the discussion of the way forward, including the organisation of workgroups. The scope of 
the proposed guides was presented by ERA and discussion took place on which areas of 
dangerous goods the guides should cover, as well as concept ideas and terminology.  

After discussion, the overall approach of the risk management framework proposed by 
ERA, including the development of three inter-related guides, was unanimously agreed by 
the workshop participants. It was then proposed that the detailed content and draft texts of 
the guides, which will follow the agreed structure and principles, should be produced by 3 
‘drafting’ workgroups, established on the basis of voluntary participation. 

It was also confirmed that the guides should be available, if possible, before end 2017, 
should be applicable to road, rail, and inland waterways TDG risk management, but do not 
have the objective to cover the transport by pipelines. 

For practical reasons and to limit the use of participants resource to the necessary, including 
ERA’s resource, participants agreed on the principle of re-arranging ERA workshops time 
slots as follows: 

• one day plenary session on the 1st day of the workshop, 

• one day of parallel workgroups meetings on the 2nd day of the workshop, and 

• half a day plenary session on the morning of the 3rd day of the workshop. 

However, it was confirmed that the dates previously announced in document ECE-TRANS-
WP15-AC1-2014-GE-INF16e for the organization of the workshops meetings remain 
unchanged.  

As a conclusion, many of the 4th TDG Workshop participants expressed their interest in 
contributing to the workgroup(s) for drafting the guide(s), confirming the interest from 
participants to implement the approach proposed by ERA.  

Some participants expressed also their willingness to act as facilitators of the workgroup 
discussions and, if necessary, to organize supplementary working sessions, according to the 
needs and within reasonably limited budget, in addition to the workshops organized by 
ERA.  
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The European Commission thanked the participants for their collaboration and ERA for the 
positive developments of the TDG Roadmap. 

  Invitation to the 5th Workshop 

ERA is pleased to invite (see appendices) interested representatives in participating to the 
5th Workshop which will be held on 13-15 October 2015. 

    


