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Minutes of the 11th Meeting of the CEVNI Expert Group

12 October 2010, Palais des Nations, Geneva

1.
The CEVNI expert group held its eleventh meeting on 12 October 2010 back-to-back with the fifty-fourth session of the Working Party on Inland Water Transport (SC.3).

2.
The meeting was attended by Mr. Reinhard Vorderwinkler (Austria), Mr. Roelof Weekhout (The Netherlands), Mr. Željko Milkovic (Sava Commission), Mrs. Azhar Jaimurzina (UNECE secretariat). Mr. Peter Margic (Danube Commission) was not able to take part in the meeting.
3.
The group adopted the following agenda:

I. General exchange of information on the CEVNI-related activities

II. Fifty-fourth session of the Working Party on Inland Water Transport

III. Comparison of CEVNI and SIGNI

IV. Chairmanship of the expert group

V. Next meetings
I. General exchange of information the CEVNI-related activities
4. 
The CEVNI expert group took note of the following CEVNI-related activities:

(a) Preparation of the German version of CEVNI, revision four, by the UNECE secretariat in cooperation with CCNR, as well the Moselle and the Danube Commissions: The group welcomed this initiative, acknowledging that this exercise may lead to identifying future corrections/amendment of CEVNI, revision four. The amendment proposals, identified in the course of the translation work, will be forwarded to the group by the secretariat.

(b)  Submission on 11 October 2010 of the comments on the French text of CEVNI, revision four, by the CCNR secretariat, which included both linguistic corrections and substantial amendment proposals: The group asked the secretariat to prepare a working document on these proposals for its next meeting.
II. Fifty-fourth session of the Working Party on Inland Water Transport

5.
The expert group reviewed the CEVNI status document for the SC.3 fifty-fourth session (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/ 2010/5 and Add.1) and recommended that the Working Party invite the secretariat to continue collecting information on the implementation of CEVNI, revision four. The group proposed that a special section on the work being done by River commissions in area be added to the next edition of the document. 

6.
The expert group also suggested that the Working Party on Inland Water Transport issue a strong appeal to all river commissions, and the Danube Commission and the CCNR, in particular, to continue taking an active part in the group. To facilitate the participation of the CCNR, the group agreed to hold its next meeting in Strasbourg back-to-back with the CCNR Plenary session on 9 December 2010.
III. Comparison of CEVNI and SIGNI

7.
 In accordance with the decision of its meeting on 17 June 2010, the expert group evaluated the current provisions in Resolution No. 22, “SIGNI-Signs and Signals on Inland Waterways” in order to identify which provisions would need to be included in CEVNI, should SIGNI be discontinued. 
8.
The Dutch delegation presented the comparison of the CEVNI and SIGNI provisions, highlighting that almost eighty percent of the SIGNI provisions are contained in CEVNI. The group concluded that SIGNI could be discontinued if the remaining provisions were to be moved to other relevant SC.3 resolutions, and Resolution No. 59 on “Guidelines for Waterway Signs and Markings”, in particular.  The proposal by the CEVNI expert group is as follows:

	SIGNI
	CEVNI annex 8
	ACTION

	1.1.1 General
	I.1 General, marking
	Keep CEVNI text

	1.1.2 Right and Left
	I.2 Definitions
	Keep CEVNI text

	1.1.3 Night & Day marking
	-
	Add SIGNI text

	1.1.4 Use of Rythmic lights

and Annex 1
	I.3 Rythm of lights
	Keep CEVNI text, add SIGNI annex 1 to Res. 59

	1.1.5 and 1.3 Fixed lights
	Annex 7 CEVNI
	Harmonise SIGNI - Res. 59

	1.5.1 Buoyage & marking systems
	-
	Skip text

	1.5.2 Buoyage & marking systems
	-
	Add SIGNI text to Res. 59

	2.1 Buoyage of channel limits in the waterway
	II Buoyage of fairway limits in the waterway
	Keep CEVNI text (= IALA system)

	2.2.1 Marking of danger points
	IV Marking of danger points
	Keep CEVNI text

	2.2.2 Marking of vessels
	Annex 3 CEVNI
	Keep CEVNI text

	2.3 Marks on land …
	III Marks on land …
	Keep CEVNI text,

Add SIGNI 'diamonds' and 'equal armed yelow cross' to Res. 59

	-
	V Additional marking for navigation by radar
	Keep CEVNI text

	2.4 Marking of broad waterways & lakes
	VI Marking of broad waterways & lakes
	Keep CEVNI text

	2.4.5 Special marks

7 Marking of prohibited zone
	VII Marking of prohibited or restricted area
	Harmonise SIGNI - Res. 59

	3 Marking of permanent structures
	Annex 3 CEVNI, partly

Annex 7 CEVNI, partly
	Harmonise SIGNI - Res. 59

	4 Blockage of the fairway
	Annex 7 CEVNI
	Keep CEVNI text

	5 Waterway signs
	Annex 7 CEVNI
	Keep CEVNI text

	6 & 8 Miscellaneous bouys
	VIII Miscellaneous bouys
	Keep CEVNI text


9.
The group agreed to propose at the SC.3 fifty-fourth session to discontinue SIGNI, giving the countries the possibility to object to this decision by 15 November, at the latest.

IV. Chairmanship of the expert group
10.
The CEVNI expert group agreed to maintain its flexible functioning without a permanent chair with the UNECE secretariat continuing its service in terms of scheduling, organizing and providing the documentation for the meetings.
V. Next meetings
11.
The group agreed on the following tentative meeting dates for 2010-2011, noting that additional meetings could be added, if needed:


12th meeting:
10 December 2010, Strasbourg (confirmed);

13th meeting:
18 February 2011;

14th meeting:
17 June 2011;

15th meeting:
11 October 2011.

� It is recalled that the Working Party on Inland Water Transport (SC.3), at its fifty-third session, had decided to maintain its informal working group on CEVNI and renamed it as the “CEVNI expert group”, to be composed of the representatives of the River Commissions and interested Governments. It had charged the group with monitoring the implementation of the new CEVNI by Governments and River Commissions and examining future amendment proposals to it (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/183, para. 13).









