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Introduction

The expert from Spain believes the UN Recommendations are very ambiguous when establishing the requirements to be achieved when testing packages.  This is the case of paragraph 6.1.5.3.6.3, which provides that: "The packaging or outer packaging of a composite or combination packaging shall not exhibit any damage liable to affect safety during transport.  There shall be no leakage of the filling substance from the inner receptacle or inner packaging(s)".  In his opinion, this sentence is not enough for laboratories to determine the suitable level of safety.

Proposal

The expert from Spain proposes a new paragraph 6.1.5.3.6.3 to read as follows:

"6.1.5.3.6.3
The packaging or the outer packaging shall not exhibit any damage liable to affect safety during transport.  Besides, the rupture of the outer packaging with exit of the inner packaging is not acceptable in any case in combination packaging(s). There shall be no leakage of the filling substance from the inner receptacle or inner packaging(s).".

Justification

It is necessary, in the Model Regulations, to clarify the text in order to improve the Recommendations as a tool to provide safety to the users and packaging testing laboratories worldwide. For those packagings that may need salvage packagings, it is not a good practice to have them on the floor while being transported inside a container meeting the conditions of the Convention on Safe Containers (CSC).
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